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I am writing to request the Jewish Labour Movement’s nomination in the selection process
for Birmingham Northfield’s next Labour Party Parliamentary Candidate.

I grew up in Coventry in the 1970s and 80s at a time when UK car manufacturing was in
decline. My dad ran a pub and my mum was a doctor, who spent her whole career in public
service. Coming out as a lesbian, losing my brother as a teenager, witnessing the impact of
AIDS and the cruelty of Section 28 gave me a passion for fighting injustice, leading to a
career in the charity sector and later into politics.

I have decades of experience turning policy into action. I’ve led organisations addressing
inequalities, supporting youth development, and in healthcare, including working for Jewish
Care for a time. My grandfather was Jewish, born in East London in 1915. His experiences
inspire me to stand in proud solidarity with the Jewish Labour Movement during what has
been an incredibly difficult time in the Labour Party. In 2018, I set up a social justice
consultancy helping charities to centre equity and inclusivity in their work. My consultancy
work on equalities and race leads me often into complex conversations about identity and
belonging, confronting bigotry and working to increase shared understanding.

I was elected local councillor in Lambeth in 2018. As cabinet lead on Health and Adult Social
Care I supported the development of health and wellbeing hubs across the borough. I
engaged local communities, the voluntary sector, and primary care networks in the vaccine
rollout. I campaigned successfully for Lambeth to adopt all elements of Unison’s Ethical Care
Charter in its 2022 Manifesto which means that care workers will be paid the London Living
Wage for travel time between appointments, as well as their client visits. During my time as a
councillor in Lambeth, I was proud that we voted unanimously, across party lines, in 2018, to
adopt the IHRA definition of antisemitism.

In 2019, I ran as PPC in Dudley South. Although not a target seat, I wanted to offer voters a
hardworking, trustworthy Labour candidate, build the campaigning capacity of the local party,
and have as many doorstep conversations as possible to build data for subsequent
elections. I fundraised, galvanised support from members and councillors, and ran a spirited
campaign. After this experience, I decided that I wanted to put my future political energies
into helping to rebuild Labour in the West Midlands, where I was born, and where I was
made.

I am seeking selection in Birmingham Northfield, which, with its car industry heritage, has so
many parallels with Coventry. I have campaigned in every ward in the seat, and throughout
the wider West Midlands region. I would be proud to continue this work as candidate and
Member of Parliament for Birmingham Northfield, advocating on behalf of residents and
working with members and local councillors. By making connections between helping people
on the ground and our national policies – we can draw a clear distinction between Labour
and the Conservatives. We can win back people's hearts and votes in this part of this
amazing city. I would be honoured to win Jewish Labour Movement’s nomination, lend my
voice to support your aims, and campaign together in the fight to win this seat back for
Labour.


