
  

 

As the war in Ukraine rages on, UJA-Federation of New York and Jewish Funders Network are mobilizing to 

deliver Passover for Ukraine, which will bring Passover and the embrace of the Jewish community to 

thousands whose lives have been forever changed.  

UJA is leveraging its network to distribute matzah and Passover food to residents still in Ukraine, and 
organizing communal seders for displaced refugees and heroic volunteers who are helping them in 
neighboring countries. To fund this work, JFN members’ gifts will be matched by UJA in a 1:1 match. 
 

IN UKRAINE 

 

1. “Passover in a Box”: With thanks to our partners, including JDC and many others, we are 

distributing Passover goods and gift cards to thousands of individuals and families still in Ukraine. 

Working with partners in New York and Eastern Europe, we are sourcing and funding matzah and 

Passover food, packing 20,000 boxes, and delivering them to people’s homes in Ukraine. 

2. Safe Seders: Many Chabad rabbis and local communities have remained in Ukraine and are hosting 

communal seders where it’s safe to do so. We are funding these seders, which we anticipate will host 

6,400 people. 

3. Matzah: Prior to the war, Ukraine and Russia were the primary providers of matzah for the region. 

To address shortages resulting from the war, we are funding the OU’s efforts that involve identifying 

new factories and distributing matzah to Eastern European communities, including into Ukraine.   

 

IN BORDER COUNTRIES 

 

1. Seders for Refugees: Working with the many partners we’re supporting in border countries 

(Poland, Moldova, Romania, Germany, Hungary), we have identified hundreds of communal seders 

being hosted for refugees. We will be funding these seders so that all who are hungry can come and eat – 

and so that our Jewish brothers and sisters will be able to experience the embrace of community and 

tradition, even in these very difficult circumstances.  

2. Passover Food for Refugees: During Passover, tents along the border, including those greeting 

people crossing the border and those serving refugee camps, will have Passover food to distribute to 

anyone who wants. 

3. Seder and Community Gathering on the Border: In the Polish border town of Przemyśl, our 

grantees NATAN and JCC Krakow are hosting a seder and community gathering for local officials 

and volunteers working there. 

https://www.ujafedny.org/passover-for-ukraine
https://www.ujafedny.org/passover-for-ukraine-donate


 

IN ISRAEL 

 

We are funding community seders at JAFI’s Ukrainian refugee absorption centers, serving hundreds of 

new olim.   

 

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE WHEN A NETWORK WORKS TOGETHER? 

 

Here’s a taste of what this effort looks like across Eastern Europe. We are responding to requests, finding 

gaps and closing them, and ensuring there is no duplication of efforts.  

➢ We’re not only helping to fund the OU’s efforts to source matzah – we’re connecting them with the 

local rabbis who need it. 

➢ In Ukraine, JDC Hesed clients will also receive $100 gift cards to purchase holiday food.  

➢ In Germany, seders organized by our partners will serve 2,000 Jewish refugees across 50 cities. 

➢ Hillels and Moishe Houses across Germany, Poland, and Hungary are hosting seders for their young 

adult peers. 

➢ Jewish refugees in Warsaw will be able to participate in a communal seder and have the opportunity 

to travel with JCC Warsaw to a retreat center in the countryside for much needed respite during the 

holiday. 

➢ World Central Kitchen, founded by world famous chef Jose Andres, has pop-up sites around Poland 

where they are serving refugees. With your help, on each day of Passover, they will provide 15,000 

Passover meals in Poland – bringing Passover to all. 

 

Expected costs exceed $2M. Let’s work together.  

JFN members’ gifts will be matched by UJA in a 1:1 match up to $1.25M. 
 

https://www.ujafedny.org/passover-for-ukraine-donate

