
December 14th, 2022

Sent via email

Hon. Steve Clark, Minister
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
17th Floor - 777 Bay Street
Toronto, ON M7A2J3

Hon. Monte McNaughton, Minister
Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development
14th Floor – 400 University Avenue
Toronto, ON M7A1T7

Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister
Ministry of Education
5th Floor - 438 University Avenue
Toronto, ON M5G2K8

RE: Excessive Construction Noise Outside Devonshire Public School

Dear Ministers Clark, McNaughton, and Lecce,

Yesterday I visited Devonshire Public School, an elementary school in the Hintonburg neighbourhood of
Ottawa Centre. It was quite the experience. We need your help to resolve a challenging situation with an
adjacent construction project.

I was called there by a parent who was picking up her pre-school-aged daughter given excessive
construction noise down the street. The noise had reached 102 decibels, confirmed by a reading taken
while I was there.

In January 2022, the Parent Council and Principal of Devonshire Public School had met with Claridge
Homes, and worked out an arrangement to mitigate construction impacts. Claridge had pledged to use
noise barriers, and concentrate the loudest construction activity at a time when children were not
outside.

The plan was to start the loudest construction noise (pile-driving) in Summer 2022. On September 1,
2022, Claridge announced that the project had been canceled.

Last Tuesday (December 6, 2022) the project resumed without any notice given to Devonshire Public
School. None of the noise mitigation measures negotiated in good faith were used. The CEO of Claridge
Homes refused to comment on this matter.



On December 6, the noise emptied the playground and compelled many parents to pick up their kids as
it was almost impossible to learn inside. Yesterday, the noise was loud enough to cause permanent
hearing damage if exposed for extended periods of time.

This letter is not a NIMBY appeal. We urgently need more housing in Ottawa Centre (notably affordable
housing) and across Ontario. But all parties to construction projects must act in good faith, and that has
not happened in this case. To date, Claridge Homes has refused to follow noise mitigation measures
negotiated in January 2022. This is unacceptable.

There are serious risks for the students and staff of Devonshire Public School. There are further concerns
for construction workers on site given no apparent measures taken to ensure their safety. We ask you to
contact Claridge Homes, and help ensure this situation improves.

My very best,

Joel Harden

MPP, Ottawa Centre




