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AFRICAN FAITH LEADERS’ STATEMENT ON HOW AFRICA CAN EMERGE 

BETTER FROM TODAY’S MULTIPLE CRISES 

We, leaders of Catholic and other Christian Faith Denominations, Muslim and  Indigenous Religions 

met at Elysian Resort in Nairobi on August 7-8, 2023 to discuss and propose solutions on how Africa 

can emerge from multiple and interlinked crises amongst others: the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic, 

food and nutrition insecurity, climate change, biodiversity loss, water scarcity, fragile health systems, 

conflicts, terrorism and debt. These crises are a result of social justices issues  at the international and 

domestic levels linked to: tax injustice in globalisation, trade imbalance between donor and recipient 

countries and gaps in management of public finance at the domestic level. As a result the situation has 

intensified poverty, inequality, and governance challenges in the continent and set back progress on 

attainment of sustainable development goals by 2030. 

In the late 1990s, witnessing the indescribable suffering of people in countries under crushing debt 

burdens, our faith communities were among those gathered in the Jubilee movement to advocate for 

breaking the chains of debt in developing countries.  

As we approach a new Jubilee year in 2025, that promise remains unfulfilled. We celebrated that world 

leaders delivered $130 billion in debt relief, which helped advance poverty reduction spending in 

recipient countries. But without addressing the inequities in the international financial system and 

domestic governance challenges in recipient countries, the crippling burden of unsustainable debts 

persists. 

Today African countries owe collectively more than $1.1 trillion in external debt, and 25 of them are 

in deep debt crises. Debt financing  and the inordinate interest rates incurred by the global south in 

servicing debt affects social sector spending to achieve the global sustainable development and climate 

goals. Rising interest rates in major economies and slowing growth inflate debt payments, while cost-

of-living trends erode wages and incomes.  

The stakes of this debt crisis are much higher than before the last Jubilee year, though. We need large 

investments to save the planet that sustains life in Africa and elsewhere, during a window that is rapidly 

closing. Since 2020, a pandemic took millions of lives around the world and in Africa. As poor 

countries struggled to respond to its health, economic and social effects, the extent of 

underinvestment in health, education, food and social protection hobbling their actions became clear. 

Health experts warn that this is unlikely to be the last pandemic. The conflicts in Africa and the war 

in Ukraine and its ripple effects introduced uncertainty in food systems, energy and other supply 

chains, and multilateral cooperation in general.   

We are aware that in next few days and months, Heads of State and Finance Ministers will meet on 

several occasions. The African Climate Summit, the G20 New Delhi Summit, the UN General 

Assembly and the World Bank-IMF Annual Meetings (Marrakesh) are opportunities to influence these 

processes and take urgently needed actions that can help Africa.   
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Our respective Holy Scriptures emboldens us for the sake of justice (Micah 6:8; 1Peter 3:14; Qur. 5:8; 

4:135), to respectfully request the following actions: 

• A debt reduction process that guarantees borrowers can request and rapidly achieve 

reductions of debt payments to, at least, the extent needed to protect essential development 

and climate investments. The same process should include agreement for creditors to stop 

collecting payments – provide a stay - while the size of relief needs is under discussion. The 

Holy Books of our respective faith traditions forbid the harassment of the genuinely poor 

borrower (Qur. 280; Deut. 15:1). We note with concern the low utilization of the Common 

Framework for Debt Treatments, despite the number of countries in crisis, as a sign of its 

ineffectiveness.  

• As private creditors hold more than 45% of African debt, major financial centers that 

govern their contracts have a special responsibility to pass laws that bind them to share in debt 

relief. We support ongoing efforts to pass the New York Taxpayer and International Debt 

Crises Protection Act in the United States, and call for similar legislations in other countries.  

• Responsible lending and borrowing: Going forward, to prevent new cycles of debt, faith 

leaders call on countries to put in place laws, regulations and practices that enforce responsible 

lending and borrowing, and ensures departures from them have consequences for the public 

and private actors involved.  

• Risk sharing: In a world where shocks are becoming the norm, debt contracts should embody 

a fairer understanding of how to share risks between creditor and debtor. Widening use of 

climate clauses is a positive, yet only first, step towards embedding risk sharing in the new 

realities of the global economy. 

• Access to concessional finance: In addition to debt relief solutions, African countries will 

need scaled up access to concessional and low-cost, long-term finance.  

• MDBs and rechanneling of Special Drawing Rights: Multilateral development banks are 

the institutions most capable of deploying such type of funding, but cannot currently keep up 

with demand. We welcome the international community’s current exploration of ways to 

increase their financing capacity and support combining new ways to use capital and capital 

increases in order to reach the desired scale. Special Drawing Rights held by wealthy countries 

are a cost-effective way they can contribute significantly to boosting development finance 

through the African Development Bank and other funding vehicles for climate, food, 

agriculture, infrastructure and other poverty-reducing priorities.  

• Management of public finances: African governments need to take critical responsibility to 

eradicate theft of public funds and corruption of all types and to ensure public finances address 

the needs of its citizens. Increased money transfers should go hand in hand with improved 

policies and practices for their use. The governance dimension of all stages in the lending 

process is crucial. Being public institutions, the international financial institutions have 

members accountable to their taxpayers. They have a responsibility to secure inclusive and 
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participatory processes at the borrower level to decide on lending priorities and monitor that 

funds are used for their intended purposes.  

We reassert that in these momentous times, characterized by intersecting global crises and challenges, 

the unified voice of African faith leaders emerges with unwavering clarity and determination. Our 

convergence at the Elysian Resort in Nairobi is not merely a gathering but a robust testament to the 

cohesive strength of interfaith unity, combined wisdom, and a shared commitment to justice. 

Informed by our sacred scriptures and moral convictions, we resolutely address the pressing issues of 

debt, governance, and socio-economic disparities plaguing the African continent.  
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SIGNATORIES TO STATEMENT - FAITH LEADERS 

N° COUNTRY NAME DESIGNATION 

 

1 
COTE 

D'IVOIRE 
FR. ARSENE BRICE BADO 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR INSTITUTE OF 
DIGNITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS (CERAP) 

 

2 
MALI MGR FLORENT KONE BISHOP OF SAN 

 

3 
MALI BISHOP JONAS DEMBELE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF MALI 

 

4 GHANA REV. SR. PROF. EUGENIA AMPORFO 
KWAME NKRUMAH UNIVERSITY OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

5 
ITALY MSGR. PIERRE CIBAMBO PRESIDENT, CARITAS AFRICA 

 

6 MALAWI REV. DR. BILLY GAMA 
CHURCH OF CENTRAL AFRICA 
PRESBYTERIAN BLANTYRE SYNOD 

 

7 
NIGERIA 

REV. FR. UCHECHUKWU 
OBODOECHINA EXECUTIVE DIRECTORE, CARITAS NIGERIA 

 

8 SOUTH 
AFRICA FR. PETER JOHN PEARSON 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ 
CONFERENCE 

 

9 
COTE 

D'IVOIRE 
FR. NORBERT ERIC ABEKAN  

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, 
EPISCOPAL COMMISSION FOR JUSTICE, 
PEACE AND ENVIRONMENT 

 

10 
MALAWI ARCHBISHOP THOMAS LUKE MSUSA ARCHBISHOP OF BLANTYRE, MALAWI 

 

11 
GHANA HAJIA AYISHETU ABDUL-KADIRI 

CHAIRPERSON, FAITH IN GHANA 
ALLIANCE 

 

12 
LIBERIA REV. FR. MCDONALD NAH NATIONAL DIRECTOR, NCJPC & CARITAS 

 

13 LIBERIA REV. MELVIN KENNEDY 
DIRECTOR OF GOVERNANCE, LIBERIA 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

 

14 
UGANDA RT. REV. SERVERUS JJUMBA BISHOP PRESIDENT, CARITAS UGANDA 

 

15 
KENYA ELDER EMMANUEL MUNYANYA 

COAST INTERFAITH COUNCIL OF CLERICS 
(CICC) 

 

16 
KENYA BISHOP WILLYBARD KITOGHO   LAGHO BISHOP OF MALINDI 

 

17 
KENYA REV. DR STEVEN ANYENDA 

COAST INTERFAITH COUNCIL OF CLERICS 
(CICC) 

 

18 
KENYA SHEIKH ZENUIDINE ALI 

COAST INTERFAITH COUNCIL OF CLERICS 
(CICC) 
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19 ZAMBIA 
REV. CANON EMMANUEL CHIKOYA 

GENERAL SECRETARY, ZAMBIA COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 

 

20 BURKINA 
FASO BISHOP LAURENT DABIRE BISHOP OF DORI DIOCESE 

 

21 
KENYA BISHOP JOHN OBALLA CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF NGONG 

 

22 
KENYA REV LILIAN W. KARINGA ANGLICAN CHURCH OF KENYA 

 

23 
KENYA REV. DR LYDIA MWANIKI ALL AFRICA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

 

24 
KENYA FR. PAUL IGWETA AMECEA 

 

25 
KENYA SR. ALICE ANZOYO TANGAZA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

 

26 
KENYA FR. CHARLES CHILUFYA 

DIRECTOR, JESUIT JUSTICE AND ECOLOGY 
NETWORK AFRICA 

 

 

          

  


