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‘Joff’ isn’t his real name. Joff is a gay refugee now settled in Australia. His photo tells a great story. 

He wouldn’t be here at all, and the story would be very 
different, without help from caring Australians. 

We have changed his name to protect him. Even so, as a Queer 
Ugandan, this young man was already living under a false name 
to keep him safe while living as a refugee in Kenya. Having 
managed to leave behind fear, hunger, abuse, rejection and 
isolation, Joff still can’t believe his luck to be living free in 
Australia. And for the most part, he is being treated equally and 
with respect thanks to the courageous efforts of so many who 
have gone before him. 

THE LIE: HE WAS DEMON POSSESSED 

His life story is typical of so many LGBTIQ+ refugees living in 
cruel, homophobic societies throughout the world. Leaving 
behind family, friends and community, Joff was forced to flee 
from Uganda to seek refuge in Kenya. His homosexuality was considered evidence of his being ‘demon 
possessed’ and therefore ‘better off dead’. Sadly, Joff soon found that life was almost as difficult for 
him in Kenya as in his native Uganda.  

Uganda is a relatively safe country – unless you are Queer. Most of the time there is only one reason for 
Ugandans to seek refuge in Kenya. As such, Ugandans are immediately recognised by Kenyan tribes as 
being Queer and not welcome. 

HOMOPHOBIC HATRED AND DIABETES TOO 

As if violent homophobia wasn’t enough, Joff is diabetic. As a refugee in Kenya, he faced death many 
times through lack of medication, inadequate diet and the hatred of mobs that wanted to abuse and kill 
him. Queer refugees in Kenya are not permitted to work if they are unable to live in the camps – and so 
the only way they can survive is through donations from caring people like you. Many have to resort to 
sex work just to live. Those who remain in one of the two massive refugee camps live in constant danger 
from religiously and culturally homophobic gangs. Violent rapes of lesbian, gay and trans people add to 
the bashings and deaths that are commonplace in the Camps.  

THE SITUATION IS DIRE: ELECTIONS MAKE IT WORSE 

Over the past few years, and prior to being resettled in Australia, Joff has been supported by Humanity 
in Need - Rainbow Refugees who respond to the cries for help from many Queer folk in Kenya. During 
elections this month, violence among Kenyan folk has increased dramatically and any outsiders have 



been targeted. There have been assaults and deaths. Every Queer refugee has lived in fear, instructed to 
stay home, and unable to go out for food and necessities. 

GOOD NEWS. WE CARE ABOUT YOU! 

Thanks to Joff, and with his permission, we can share his good news story today.  In the beautiful photo, 
his smile tells it all. Joff at the controls of a forklift, proudly holding his driver certification.  The smile 
and the achievement were an impossibility only a few months ago. Now, he is not only a qualified forklift 
driver, but as the second photo shows he is a certified Australian road traffic controller as well.  

JUST $10 A MONTH SHOWS WE CARE 

Please, can you help other people like Joff survive whilst seeking asylum in Australia or in other 
welcoming countries. Just $10 a month multiplied by many caring donors will make a huge difference 
and literally save lives. We need people like you to join us in providing emergency support and ongoing 
development opportunities for our LGBTQIA+ refugees in Kenya. Our LGBTQIA+ family needs us. 

 

So, what can your $10 do? Added to hundreds of other donations, 
and always working in consultation with our African family, we 
support safe houses, provide monthly food packages, pay hospital 
bills, provide medication, and urgent transport to UNHCR 
appointments. In Kakuma Refugee Camp we have built fences 
around compounds to keep our friends safe. We pay for internet 
data so that people can connect with the outside world. We 
provide gas and staple food items to Queer refugees in Nairobi, we 
enable street stalls to flourish, building sustainable income. Your 
$10 monthly donation assists all these projects and more.  

 

 

 

MICRO-FINANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE PROJECTS 

When Queer refugees in Kenya plead for micro-finance to help them establish small businesses like 
chicken farms, craft stalls and vegetable gardens, your support makes this possible.  

Projects that provide sustainable security are essential for the ongoing wellbeing of the refugees. 
Development is a core part of our work through our partnership with Three For All Foundation’s Many 
Coloured Sky - the Queer Development Agency.  

PLEASE PARTNER WITH US AND CHOOSE WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES 

This appeal is divided into two sections as follows: 

1. TO SAVE LIVES THROUGH EMERGENCY SUPPORT AND MEDICAL CARE  

 Please click here:https://chuffed.org/project/good-news-for-queer-refugees 

 (Not Tax deductible according to Australian Government guidelines) 	  



 
2. TO SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS INCLUDING MICRO-FINANCE GRANTS,  

 CAPACITY BUILDING AND ORGANISATIONAL SUPPORT TO QUEER  

 REFUGEE-LED ORGANISATIONS          

           Please click here www.manycolouredsky.org/take-action   (Tax deductible)	 
 

Donations for Development Projects with Queer refugees in Kenya are Tax Deductible.  

 

“The need is great, but with your help we create good news stories every day.” 
 

 
 


