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Chairwoman Tyson and members of the Committee:  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to SB 519. Last year, the 
Legislature increased the standard deduction in SB 50. Instead of another increase to the 
standard deduction, we believe there are more important tax changes to consider that 
would help working families. 

Before federal tax changes at the end of 2017, Kansas’ standard deduction was 
somewhat less compared to the federal standard deduction. However, it must be noted 
that the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 eliminated personal and dependency exemptions, 
which further reduce taxable income on Kansas returns. Kansas still allows a $2,250 
exemption per qualified individual on the Kansas return. For example, a married couple 
with two children would receive $9,000 of exemptions on their return, further reducing 
income before taxable income is computed. Therefore, we cannot continue to compare 
the federal standard deduction to the Kansas standard deduction because of the 
differences in exemptions allowed in Kansas. 

KAC recommends an alternative policy, which is a change to tax bracket structure for 
head of household tax filers. In Kansas, the standard deduction is more generous for 
head of household filers than for single filers without kids. But that’s not true of the tax 
bracket structure. Single and head of household filers face the exact same tax brackets 
under the Kansas income tax. Changing the bracket cutoffs for the head of household 
filers to fall halfway between the single and married filer amounts would be a better 
change that would make the tax code fairer – and would help families with one parent 
working to support dependents. 

Increasing the standard deduction is not cheap, and estimates vary. We are concerned 
this bill, coupled with others, will make it harder for the state to pay for needed state 
services and programs. Kansas Action for Children opposes an increase in the standard 
deduction, as outlined in SB 519, and believe there are other policies to prioritize. We are 
happy to answer any questions you may have. You may reach me by email at 
emily@kac.org. 
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