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Kooyong locals join the call to fund bike and walking path to help cut congestion 

Leading bicycle advocacy groups in Kooyong – the Boroondara Bicycle User Group (BeBUG) and the 
Whitehorse Active Transport Advocacy Group (WATAG), The Metro East Bicycle Users Group (MeBUG) and 
Rides Electric – have voiced their support for Dr Monique Ryan, Independent Candidate for Kooyong, in 
calling on the Morrison government to commit to fund the Box Hill to Hawthorn cycling and walking path. 

“The Box Hill to Hawthorn shared cycling and walking path is a vital link in Melbourne’s active transport 
network,” Dr Ryan said. 

“Bicycle Victoria has advocated for it for many years. The RACV has identified it as a strategic cycling 
corridor for Melbourne, based on research that people will walk and cycle rather than drive if the paths are 
safe and direct. 

“Governments talk about getting people out of cars and getting more cars off the roads, and here’s a way 
of doing that while also reducing carbon emissions. The people of Kooyong want transport options that are 
safe, well-designed, and environmentally friendly. 

“If I am elected, securing funding for the Box Hill to Hawthorn shared path will be one of my priorities.” 

Dr Ryan has called on the Morrison government to use the Commonwealth’s Urban Congestion Fund to 
build this strategic infrastructure after the local MP, Treasurer Josh Frydenberg, cancelled four commuter 
car parks that he promised at the 2019 election. 

“The Box Hill to Hawthorn bike and walking path is not a pork barrel exercise like Frydenberg’s car parks. It 
has been planned through a community-driven and fully consultative process. The Boroondara Council 
included the trail in its 2022 Bicycle Strategy and the State Government has conducted a feasibility study to 
identify the best route. It found that the Hawthorn to Box Hill trail would create safer and easier ways to 
get to local train stations. 

“This week in the budget, we’ve seen that this government is not prepared to act in the national interest in 
creating a green energy future. But here is a way to use money already allocated for spending, to do 
exactly that for the people of Kooyong.” Dr Ryan concluded. 
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