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Independent candidate calls on the government to listen to the Kooyong locals and fund a 

congestion fighting solution the community actually wants 
 
With the election now days away the Independent Candidate for Kooyong Dr Monique Ryan 
has again called on the federal government to fund the Box Hill to Hawthorn cycling path, a 
project with Council support and a business case – unlike Josh Frydenberg’s 2019 car park 
rorts. 
 
“Governments talk about getting people out of cars and getting more cars off the roads, and 
here’s a way of doing that while also reducing carbon emissions,” Dr Ryan said. 
 
“The people of Kooyong want transport options that are safe, well-designed, and 
environmentally friendly. Earlier this year they made it clear those options did not include 
the four commuter car parks which Mr Frydenberg promised in 2019, without actually 
asking the community. He recently scrapped that proposal to avoid community blowback. 
 
“The Box Hill to Hawthorn bike and walking path is not a pork barrel exercise. It has been 
planned through a community-driven and fully consultative process. The Boroondara 
Council included the trail in its 2022 Bicycle Strategy and the State Government has 
conducted a feasibility study to identify the best route. It found that the Hawthorn to Box 
Hill trail would create safer and easier ways to get to local train stations. 
 
“Bicycle Victoria has advocated for it for many years. The RACV has identified it as a 
strategic cycling corridor for Melbourne, based on research that people will walk and cycle 
rather than drive if the paths are safe and direct. It also has the support of Kooyong’s 
leading bicycle advocacy groups – the Boroondara Bicycle User Group (BeBUG) and the 
Whitehorse Active Transport Advocacy Group (WATAG), The Metro East Bicycle Users Group 
(MeBUG) and Rides Electric 
 
I’m urging the Federal Government to use the millions it saved from Commonwealth’s 
Urban Congestion Fund by not building the unwanted car parks to create something the 
people of Kooyong actually want, Dr Ryan concluded. 
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