
do what they do best, as well as hear about the important work
that the Foundation of Light charity does to empower young
people’s lives through their educational programmes.  Whilst we
were there, I also got to speak to Labour’s Northumbria Police
and Crime Commissioner, Kim McGuiness.  We chatted about
how important it is to invest in youth services and invest in
places like the Beacon of Light so that we can actively divert
young people away from crime.  In the afternoon, I was proud
to introduce Keir at the launch of Sunderland’s Labour
manifesto.  During the event hosted by the fabulous Fire
Station, Keir outlined our vision.  He spoke about giving people
the security they deserve through good jobs, in safe
communities.  A big thank you must go out to Cllr Paul Stewart
and CREO for their fantastic work in compiling this manifesto
which will take Sunderland from 2022-2026, delivering on the
needs and aspirations of Sunderland residents.

Leamside Line Debate, Westminster Hall
In February I took part in various activities to raise the profile of
the Leamside rail line as the business case is being made,
including a tour of strategic points across the line with North
East transport and business leaders.  I also had a meeting with
the Rail Minister Wendy Morton MP, and led a debate on the
Leamside line in Parliament.  A cross-party show of strength
and support for the re-opening of the line was on full view
leaving nobody in any doubt of what the infra-structure project
would mean for the North East.  It even got the attention of Keir
Starmer, who in the Northern Echo agreed that the case is very
strong.  In the last month, the case for re-opening has made
more progress than any other time in the 30 years since it was
shut.  I look forward to continuing to campaign for our North
East transport connectivity.

Birmingham Erdington by-election result
The sudden death of Jack Dromey sent ripples across the
entirety of Westminster.  Jack was truly loved and admired.
Naturally, this triggered a by-election in Birmingham, which
I am happy to say we strongly won.  Paulette Hamilton saw a
lot of grassroots support, in particular – two visits from Keir
Starmer, as well as almost all the PLP, including myself on two
occassions – to help the campaign and it worked.  I very much
look forward to sitting alongside Paulette in the house.

Redhill by-election result
After a tough and windy few weeks on the doors we won
the by-election in Redhill and welcome John Usher to
Sunderland City Council.  John, Alison, Paul, Alex and many
others put in a huge amount of effort into this by-election,
collecting masses of data in the process, which will make
May’s local elections that little bit easier.  It was a clear
victory against a Lib Dem candidate who employed lies and
smears as tactics, but our Labour win proves that
Sunderland believes in Labour.  A huge thank you must go
to all those who set aside their own free time to help
organise our campaign to see John elected.  It was a great
effort.  Volunteers, when they came to help, mentioned how
good they thought the door knocking sessions were – in
particular the out cards, which were just the right size to fit
through the stiffer letterboxes.  Redhill has, in John, a
fantastic new representative.  I look forward to working
with him.

Keir Starmer in the North East – Beacon of Light visit
& Sunderland Manifesto Launch
A few weeks ago, I was proud to welcome our Labour
Leader, Keir Starmer, to the North East.  We started the visit
with a trip to the Beacon of Light community sports centre,
where we got to watch some very talented young footballers
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Sharon with Keir Starmer – Sunderland Labour Manifesto
Launch, at the Fire Station. (Image copyright Labour North, 2022)



Nissan Skills Foundation visit

Earlier this month, I visited the Nissan Skills Foundation
which runs a range of workshops, competitions and
practical activities to promote careers in engineering and
manufacturing to young people.  The Foundation does
incredible work inspiring kids across the region and
beyond to have a passion for STEM and future proof our
amazing engineering skill base in the North East.
I also met with Alan Johnson the Sunderland Plant
Managing Director and the Unite reps, to talk about
current issues the plant is facing and how I can support
the automotive industry in Parliament.

Antisocial behaviour meeting with PCC Kim McGuinness.

We had a constructive public meeting with Columbia
residents in Washington Central Ward, with our
Community Sergeant, Central Ward Councillors, and the
Northumbria Police and Crime Commissioner, Kim
McGuinness.  Residents raised their concerns to the PCC
on traffic measures, cyber crime, antisocial behaviour and
other issues.  Thank you to everyone who attended.
Crime & antisocial behaviour are a major concern locally,
but police officers are more stretched than ever.
Labour’s plan would mean new neighbourhood prevention
teams to tackle antisocial behaviour at source.

Westminster Hall speech on
regional inequalities and child poverty

I spoke in a parliamentary debate about regional inequalities
and child poverty held in Westminster Hall.  The debate
couldn’t be more relevant at the current time, when children in
the North East have the second highest poverty rate in the UK,
and 51% of Washington and Sunderland West households with
children are in receipt of UC or Working Tax Credit.  Many of
these families were struggling before the pandemic, but a toxic
combination of low incomes, a cost-of-living emergency and
the Government’s £20-a-week cuts to universal credit has sent
many families into crisis.  Speaking in the debate, I focused on
the provision of free school meals – a quarter of North East
Children in poverty are not eligible for a free school meal.
Hungry children cannot learn, and I wanted to make it clear
that the Government’s talk of levelling up is meaningless when
thousands of children in poverty are being left behind.  Food
insecurity must be addressed.

Teal Heroes - Ovarian Cancer awareness campaign
For Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month, I held
a special ‘Teal Hero’
event in Parliament
where parliamentarians
were invited to dress as
a Teal Hero and learn
about the symptoms of
ovarian cancer.  Teal is
the designated colour for
ovarian cancer and

dressing up was a fantastic way to get attention, to get the
word out and raise awareness.  Over 7,000 women are
diagnosed with ovarian cancer each year and yet symptom
awareness in the UK remains worryingly low with just one in
five women able to name bloating as a symptom.

Please talk with your friends and family and make sure
you know the symptoms:
– persistent bloating
– persistent pelvic and abdominal pain
– unexplained change in bowel habits
– feeling full quickly, or feeling nauseous
– urinating more frequently
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