
winning the battle of ideas for Britain, and only Labour is fit
to govern.  We now have a golden opportunity, an
opportunity which opposition parties rarely see.

As Government Ministers scramble to shore up their party
position, releasing evermore paradoxical half-supports for
the PM via social media, Labour can fill the political void.
We can speak to the country directly as a unified, legitimate
and credible government-in-waiting and share our vision of
Britain led by our party. In the time between now and the
next general election, that’s exactly what my Labour
colleagues and I will do.

Queen’s Speech debate, 2022

At the end of each Parliamentary Session, Parliament is
prorogued ahead of a speech from our monarch, which lays
out the legislative plans of the Government. The Queen’s
Speech of May held little policy for working families. The
Government’s failure to grow the economy in over a decade
alongside spiralling bills means a stagflation crisis is at our
door. Wages frozen for ten years, soaring property costs and
a Prime Minister who would rather party than knuckle down
and work. We have the slowest growth of every G20 country
bar one. Russia.

I chose to respond to the Queen’s Speech on an issue close
to my heart; Special Educational Needs Support.  Some of
you may know that my son is dyslexic and we struggled to
get him support as a child.  I have long campaigned for the
advancement of support and diagnosis of SpLD and SEND
more widely.  I argued that the recent government SEND
Green Paper lacks provision for the three ‘Ds’: Dyslexia,
Dyspraxia and Dyscalculia.  Thousands of people remain
undiagnosed, where simple inclusivity provisions would
unlock their full potential.

The Government’s plan does nothing for them.
Alongside my colleagues in the All-Party Parliamentary
Group for Dyslexia and other SpLDs, I will respond to the
Government’s SEND consultation this month.

Tory cost of living crisis

The Tories are in civil war.  After Conservative MPs called a
vote of confidence in their leader Boris Johnson, the Prime
Minister only escaped a sacking by 211 votes to 148.
41% of Tory MPs think Johnson should go and who can
blame them?  This Conservative government is rudderless
and tired.  Yet the same issues which weighed heavy on the
mind of the public before the vote still weigh heavy today.
Internal Tory ego warfare does nothing whatsoever for the
problems facing our country.

In early January, Labour proposed a one-off tax on oil and
gas companies.  We identified the huge, unforeseen profits
these companies were making at the expense of working
people and sought to set it right. It came to be known as a
‘windfall tax’.  The Tories dubbed it ‘investment-stifling’ and
sneered from their ivory towers, insulated from the effects of
rising household costs.  Six months and countless harrowing
stories of fuel poverty later, the Conservative Chancellor rose
to his feet in the Commons and implemented our
recommendation.

When lives are at stake, when bills are so high, party-political
point scoring feels like a luxury. But it is clear; Labour is
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APPG Art Craft and Design in Education
In May, the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Art,
Craft and Design in Education met to pre-launch the
preliminary findings of their first report from a series of
inquiries into art education.  The report, Art Now, to be
released later in 2022, shows that 67% of art and design
teachers reported considering leaving the profession.
The pandemic undoubtedly had a devastating impact on
our creative and cultural industries; access to art
education was severely restricted for those who were
prevented from participating through virtual learning from
home.  Art, craft and design were areas of education
which were seen as expendable.  This is a vital piece of
research; its comprehensive findings and recommend-
ations both recognise the striking challenges to, and
make the case for defending the right to art education
for all.  As Chair of the APPG, I appreciate the work done
to make this piece of research possible.  At the pre-
launch, Labour’s Shadow Education Secretary Bridget
Phillipson MP joined us to both acknowledge the
concerns raised by the report and lay out Labour’s
commitment to access to art education for all children,
alongside Labour’s wider, ambitious, education agenda.

Cross-Party Electric Vehicles delegation
to California, USA.

Last month, I was chosen to take part in a British-
American Parliamentary Group visit to California to
understand how we can support the UK’s drive to Zero
Emissions Vehicles (ZEVs) by 2030 by better supporting
the Electric Vehicles (EV) industry.  I have a special
interest in automotive policy given that Washington is
home to the Nissan car plant that is leading the way in
electric vehicle production.  I’m also proud to be a Vice-
Chair to the Motor Group APPG and the Electric Vehicles
APPG.  The trip was a packed four days, and started
with visits to Uber and then Waymo (pictured), which
along with Google is an Alphabet company who
are developing autonomous vehicles.  Sitting in an
automated vehicle was certainly an experience and it is

amazing to think what the future of self-driving cars holds.
We discussed how the UK can manage this new technology,
whether we are ready for it, whether drivers in the UK should
be able to watch television whilst their autonomous drivers take
them to work, how we can legislate to bring safe self-driving
cars to the UK, and what this means for our driver workforce.

I came away from the visit convinced that the Government
needs to do more to support the electric and autonomous
vehicle industry in the UK.  The price of electric vehicles is still
too high, the second hand EV market is too small
consequently, and there are not enough public charging points
to give people the confidence to switch to EV.  I learnt about
California’s carrot and stick approach, and which has worked
best, and I will be using this knowledge to inform my work in
this area in debates in parliament and lobbying Government for
a Diesel Scrappage Scheme which I have done on a few
occasions already.  So watch this space.

Castletown Primary School Visit, Sunderland.

As part of the Jubilee Postbox Project, pupils in Year 5 at
Castletown Primary School recently learnt about what MPs do
and how people in political office can make a difference in their
community.  They had each sent me a piece of A4 artwork,
mentioning their hobbies and what difference they wanted to
make to the community, so I was very happy to visit the school
and meet the children, who in turn have ispired me.
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