
At the other end of the country, the Tories lost Tiverton &
Honiton to the Lib Dems.  Twin pressure on the Tories from
the Lib Dems and Labour will, I hope, see to a Labour
majority in the next General Election and an end to more
than a decade of Tory government. 

Copt Hill local election result

Closer to home, the re-election of Tracy Dodds as councillor
in Copt Hill shows Labour is as strong as ever in Sunderland.
A solid, positive campaign saw the Tories come third.
My congratulations go to Tracy on securing 44.3% of the
vote.  I look forward to our continued Team Labour
collaboration in elections across Sunderland.

Health question

This month, I spoke at Health Questions in the House of
Commons Chamber (pictured left).  I raised the case of a
constituent who was diagnosed with secondary cancer.
Since her diagnosis, she has been passed from pillar to post
and has been failed by the system.  I asked the Secretary of
State to personally look into the case to make sure that she
finally gets the care and treatment that she urgently needs.

But it is not just individual cases that are falling through the
cracks, there is a crisis of backlogs across the NHS that
started long before the pandemic.  Nearly 3,000 patients
have had to wait longer than a month to start receiving
chemotherapy, radiotherapy or undergo surgery, and 5,161
people have had their cancer care delayed.

In helping a constituent get the cancer care and treatment
that she needs, it has proved just how important it is to have
a Labour Government at the next election.  Suspected
cancer patients have been waiting longer to be seen every
single year since Labour left office, and we need more
investment to catch up with this Conservative backlog.

Wakefield by-election victory

Labour struggled in our region during the General
Election of 2019.  Nearby red constituencies fell to the
Tories one by one as our party was defeated.  It was
close here, too.  All three of the Sunderland MPs saw our
majorities slashed to around 3,000 votes from 13,000.

I left that long election night determined to never let Labour
come so close to annihilation in the North again.  I cannot
tell you how happy I am to write that Simon Lightwood of
Wakefield has become the first Labour parliamentary gain
since that awful evening.  That Wakefield will once again
have proper Labour representation, shows just how far we
have come in only three years.  Labour is back.

I knocked doors for Simon four times.  The response was
good; the public felt as though the Prime Minister had not
delivered on his promises before the last election and they
were happy to return to a newly united and credible Labour
party.  Many red wall Tory MPs realise their jobs are at
severe risk now.  Some even think of joining my colleague
Christian Wakeford and crossing the floor, as reported
in The Times.
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Sharon raises a constituent’s case with the Health Secretary
in health questions, 14 Jun, 2022.



Ovarian cancer reception in Parliament

This week, Target Ovarian Cancer launched an open
letter calling on Governments across the UK to take
urgent action to ensure everyone with a diagnosis of
ovarian cancer has the best possible chance of survival.
The letter calls for continued and sustained investment in
symptom awareness campaigns, as well as shortening
the current diagnostic pathway for ovarian cancer. 

I had the opportunity to speak at the reception to launch
Target’s letter.  The reception is an opportunity to
celebrate the hard work of our campaigners and hear
first-hand why Target Ovarian Cancer’s call to action is so
important from those with lived experience of ovarian
cancer. Those attending included MPs, peers and
people with experience of ovarian cancer.  In my speech,
I spoke about the importance of symptom awareness
and the new cancer strategy that will be published in the
summer, and how important it is that the plan focuses on
the areas that are key to improving outcomes for those
affected by ovarian cancer.

APPG for Dyslexia and other SpLDs
Another very busy month in my work as chair of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Dyslexia and other
SpLDs.  The Government released the Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Green Paper
last month, which outlines its plans to remodel SEND
provision in schools and in alternative provision (AP) and
opens a consultation with stakeholders.  I can remember
shadowing Ed Timpson, when he was Minister for
Children, when we took through the Children and

Families Act.  The Act replaced ‘Statements’ with new
‘Education, Health and Care Plans’, known as EHCPs.
Sadly, what would have been a better system of support for
those with SEND has been badly let down by poor
implementation, which has often made things worse, not better.
Alongside other officers of the APPG, I met with ministers to
outline my recommendations for changes in the SEND Green
Paper.  While we welcome the increased focus on necessary
alternative provision, simple reforms for those with Dyslexia,
Dyspraxia and Dyscalculia cannot and should not go by the
wayside.  We presented our ideas to a full meeting of the
APPG this month, where feedback was constructive and
positive.  I will submit the group’s consultation response shortly.

Armed Forces Week

This month, I was honoured to celebrate Armed Forces Week
with colleagues at the Armed Forces reception in Parliament.
It was a fantastic public celebration of the service and selfless
commitment of our Forces, their families and veterans.  It was
an opportunity for us all to say, thank you.  I know from my
time as Shadow Veterans Minister that the Conservatives have
weakened our Armed Forces.  Even one veteran not getting the
mental health support they need, is one too many.  Yet funding
for mental health for UK veterans remains too low.  That’s why
Labour would boost mental health funding for veterans by
£35m, and back our Armed Forces communities.

NHS dentists shortage
In Sunderland, we have an existential crisis in dentistry.
People in our area cannot find a dentist; the few remaining
dentists having turned to private practice.  I intervened in the
Commons chamber to raise this point.  Continued Tory
Governments decimate our health services, dentistry included.
The Shadow Health Secretary, Wes Streeting, agreed with my
comment and set out Labour’s plan to fix the Backlog Britain
the Conservatives have caused.
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