
government; we are the only fresh start on offer for the
country.  However, we must not become complacent.
We must work for every vote.

Labour Party conference policy plans
By no means is the list below exhaustive of the policies
announced at conference, or the wider policy platform
the Labour Party has committed to ahead of the next
general election.
• A new, publicly-owned energy company called Great
British Energy – To provide national energy security,
Keir Starmer announced that Labour would create Great
British Energy.  This company will deal in renewables and will
operate both nationally and internationally, similar to
national companies such as France’s EDF.
• Renationalise the railways – Transport Secretary (to-be)
Louise Haigh reconfirmed Labour’s commitment to
renationalise the railways, which are currently charactarised by
high ticket prices, tardiness and infrastructure limitations.
• Home ownership 70% target – Recognising the plight of
our young and our serial renters, Keir pledged a target of
home ownership of 70%.  Alongside reforms to buy-to-let, the
Shadow Housing, Communities and Levelling-Up Secretary,
Lisa Nandy, announced a welcome focus on council
housing to help even the market and offer hope to those for
whom home ownership is not an option.
• Breakfast clubs & childcare – We know that school food is
a key plank of education and I welcome a first step towards
the recognition of this from our neighbouring MP, the Shadow
Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson, who revealed that
Labour would provide breakfast clubs for all primary children
as a first step in Labour’s childcare offer.
• Net Zero by 2030 – Underneath all of our plans is a need
to protect and conserve our planet, which is why we have
pledged to become a net zero country by 2030. 

What was undoubtedly on show at conference was not only
Labour’s unity as a party, but also Labour’s commitment to
being serious in government, to be on the side of all working
people to deliver a fairer, greener future.  Every policy we
announce will be costed, our aim is economic growth, and we
will take the fight to the Tories with ambitious, practical plans
for jobs, skills and tackling the climate emergency.

Tory minibudget meltdown.
Across the past month, the Conservatives have
torpedoed any economic credibility they had with a
disastrous ‘fiscal event’, giving Labour an average polling
lead in excess of 20 points. Triumphalism aside, to borrow
billions while cutting tax for the richest is a toxic cocktail for
the Tories as it shunts national debt onto our children and
grandchildren.  Business said they did not want the top rate
cut and they did not need the bankers’ bonus cap removed.
They had no time for the PM’s GCSE economics experiment.
They were not consulted.  That was before the markets
made their feelings known, wiping ten cents in the dollar
off the value of the pound and pricing in a series of Bank of
England base rate rises to the gilts. In the early hours of
Monday morning, the Chancellor and PM were forced into a
truly humiliating climbdown when they rowed back on plans
to cut the top rate. But it’s not over; when mortgage
holders feel the bite of rising interest rates, Truss can expect
an almighty political reckoning.  At the time of going to press
with this newsletter, the Conservative party are in a state of
civil war over policy commitments at their conference.  What
we know is that aside from wrecking the economy, the
Conservatives are ready to ditch levelling up, deliver real-
terms cuts to benefits and let our public services pay the
price for their economic incompetence.  Labour is ready for
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Veterans in Crisis and Forward Assist visit with
Rachel Hopkins MP, Shadow Minister for Veterans.

This month, I welcomed the Shadow Veterans’ Minister,
Rachel Hopkins, to the North East to visit two
fantastic veterans’ charities: Forward Assist and
Veterans in Crisis.

I had already visited Veterans in Crisis myself during my
time as the Shadow Veterans’ Minister and it was
fascinating to hear about how their work has developed.
Veterans in Crisis give opportunities to veterans to
volunteer, to learn, and, when they are ready, to enter
employment.  They have a removals service that is run by
veterans who have served their country and do incredibly
important work.

Forward Assist helps survivors of in-service sexual assault
with their trauma.  Whilst visiting, we got to see their
Community based HQ including the Salute Café that
gives veterans the opportunity to train as coffee baristas
and helps them to get back on the employment ladder.
It also gives out free food parcels to veterans in need, as
well as acting as the local distribution centre for the
Sainsburys, Marks & Spencer and Lidl ‘Feed it Back’
initiative.  We also heard about the work of Salute Her
UK, and their CEO, Paula Edwards who explained how
they were actively campaigning for mental health support
services for women who were harassed and sexually
abused during military service. Overall, it was a fantastic
visit, and I know that the Shadow Veterans Ministerial
brief is in good hands with Rachel.

Street surgery in Washington East ward

This month I held a roving street surgery in Mount Pleasant with
the Washington East team.  I met with several residents who
were appalled by Liz Truss and the Conservatives’ mini-budget.
While residents have been struggling with the spiralling cost of
living, the Government has continued to make things worse
and the economy weaker for working people.  A number
of local issues like speeding were brought up, which the
Councillors and myself have taken up.

Swearing the Oath of Allegiance / Royal Proclamation

In September I took part in several ceremonies to mourn the
passing of Her Late Majesty the Queen and the accession
of King Charles.  It was an important constitutional moment in
Parliament, and I swore the Oath of Allegiance to the King.
I was also honoured to represent our constituency as we heard
the Royal Proclamation and signed the book of condolences in
Sunderland.  The Queen was a figure whose service was an
example to us all, and it has been a privilege to be part of this
generational moment in our history.
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There is no better time than now to encourage

your family and friends to join the Labour

Party.  Join here, by using this link below:

https://labour.org.uk/members/why-join-labour


