
I can remember talking to Chris Lowther, our Chief Fire
Officer at Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service in 2018
who warned that if there were further cuts it would be
difficult to say, hand on heart, that Tyne and Wear Fire and
Rescue Service would be able to provide a safe service.

So when I met with Chris Lowther in preparation for a
debate this time, I felt even more angry about the cuts to
public services by successive Conservative Governments.
Chris explained to me that under the last Labour
Government, the fire funding formula took into account
deprivation as a risk factor, allowing us to properly fund the
service.  But under the current formulas imposed by the
Tories, this wasn’t the case.  So, in the debate I called for
the Government to revise the fire funding formula and give
us a fairer settlement.  During the debate, I called for our
firefighters to get a decent pay deal and have written to the
Minister to hold them to account.  The debate featured on
ITV Tyne Tees and I won’t stop calling for a properly funded
fire service that properly protects communities in the
North East.

Autumn Statement

In November the new Chancellor Jeremy Hunt announced
a package of rehashed measures in his fiscal statement.
Having crashed the economy the Tories yet again have
loaded the costs on to working people; because of this
government’s mistakes, we are being held back.  There are
fairer choices they could have made, but they shirked away
from putting forward a serious plan for growth.  The Labour
Party has a plan to escape the Tory doom loop – a serious
long-term plan to get our economy growing again, powered
by the talent and effort of millions of working people and
thousands of businesses.  And we need a fairer, greener,
and more dynamic economy, creating jobs across every part
of the country in homegrown renewables, green hydrogen,
and carbon capture and storage.

Westminster Hall debate on fire services

Having recently met with the FBU ahead of their planned
industrial action to offer support, I was successful after
multiple applications for a debate in Westminster Hall about
‘Fire Services in the North East’, talking about the massive
funding issues Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue have faced
since budget cuts have been imposed by over a decade of
Tory Governments.  I discussed with our local reps from the
Fire Brigades Union, Chris Cook and Wayne Anderson, how
the lack of funding has been devastating for local firefighters
pay.  They told me about how some of our firefighters have
been using food banks and explained that Firefighters are
four times more likely to get cancer because of how
dangerous their work is.

This isn’t the first time I’ve warned about the impact that
Government cuts are having on local fire services and their
ability to protect us.  In my 17 years as an MP I have spoken
in multiple Westminster Hall debates and asked multiple
questions at PMQs about how the cuts risk the safety of our
communities in the North East.
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School food campaigning

In early December I hosted the Local Authority Caterers
Association’s (LACA) Annual Westminster School Lunch,
where parliamentarians had the opportunity to try a
modern school lunch and learn about the issues facing
public sector caterers in procurement and funding during
this particularly challenging time. I also attended a
conference this month on the Superpowers of Free
School Meals in which pupils and policymakers met to
discuss the current school lunch offer and how to
improve access.

Target Pathfinder reception
This month, it was wonderful to host another reception
for Target Ovarian Cancer, launching their Pathfinder
state-of-the-nation report. The reception is an opportunity
to celebrate the huge strides that have been made in
ovarian cancer and discuss the steps we are continuing
to take to ensure every woman diagnosed has the best
possible chance of survival.

The report reveals that if the diagnosis was faster, further
support was available and access to treatment was fairer,
there could be potential for more women to survive, live
well with ovarian cancer and be supported from
diagnosis and throughout treatment. I spoke at the
event, talking about my experience as Chair of the
Group, but most importantly, I was honoured to introduce
Diane Boothby, a survivor of Ovarian Cancer and an
inspirational campaigner for faster diagnosis.

Keir Starmer business meeting
It was great to be able to host the CEO of BAE Systems and
Nissan at the Labour Business Reception with Sir Keir Starmer
this month. Building a good relationship with business is a top
priority for the party and myself and I am really encouraged by
the direction of travel. I was pleased to be able to facilitate
productive and positive conversations between key shadow
ministerial colleagues with Charles and Alan. It was also good
to discuss the main issues that are affecting our two biggest
employers in the region; myself, Keir and the Labour party will
do all we can to ease the burden upon businesses in the
Northeast and the nation to achieve much needed growth.

Asda Veterans into Logistics visit

I am delighted that Asda are donating £40,000 towards
Veterans into Logistics. The money will fund the training of 10
unemployed ex-services personnel to be HGV drivers. It is
fantastic that Asda Washington will be the central depot for the
training. I was honoured to be invited to the presentation at the
depot and look forward to supporting investment in the skills of
the future for veterans.

Public meeting with Kim McGuinness, Redhill ward Sunderland

It was also great to hold a public meeting for Redhill and Castle
residents alongside Kim McGuinness, the Northumbria Police
and Crime Commissioner, Inspector Steve Prested, and our six
Labour Councillors for these wards.  Residents raised their
concerns about speeding and antisocial behaviour in the area,
with the police and Councillors agreeing to work on this
together.  With the cost of living crisis and a widespread mental
health crisis across the country, Northumbria Police have never
been busier and it is so important that residents are able to talk
to them about their concerns. 
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There is no better time than now to encourage

your family and friends to join the Labour

Party.  Join here, by using this link below:

https://labour.org.uk/members/why-join-labour


