
received a positive response from the Minister.  While there
is still a lot of work to do, this meeting is evidence that
our proposals are finally being taken seriously by
the Government.

School Food - APSE/APPG conference
I attended the Association for Public Service Excellence
seminar in Leeds in January and gave a speech regarding
the current issues facing the school food sector in the
delivery of school food programmes given the increased
costs facing public sector caterers in running kitchens and
procuring food.  I also chaired a session of the APPG on
School Food where policy surrounding school food offers in
the four nations were discussed.  

Questions in Parliament
In January I was lucky to be drawn for Environment and
Education questions, putting to Ministers questions about
their lack of progress on the implementation of the policies
recommended in the Dimbleby Review on a National Food
Strategy.  The Government shirks every opportunity to make
any long-term policy, and their disinterest in the food system,
particularly at a time where families are finding their weekly
shop skyrocket, is seriously disappointing.  In a similar light,
I raised the poor provision of School Breakfasts in Education
questions, asking when the Conservatives will match
Labour’s offer for universal provision of school breakfasts,
something which would help working parents with childcare
and ensure every child has access to a free breakfast to
start the day able to learn. 

Britishvolt debate
Last week I spoke in Ian Lavery’s adjournment debate
concerning the Government’s failure to support Britishvolt.
I highlighted that it should be a priority for the Government
to attract investors to support more gigafactories, particularly
in the North East, to establish a localised supply chain to
support Nissan in our region.  This is particularly important
as we rush towards the 2030 ban on new diesel car sales.
As, after another blatant misuse of public money and failure
of this Government’s industrial strategy, the impact of the
Tories economic incompetency will once again be felt
across the North East.

Strikes and national day of action
This month has seen some of the largest industrial disputes
in recent history with nearly 500,000 workers striking on the
1st of February.  This has been exacerbated by the
proposed new Minimum Service Law, which asks trade
unions to force their members to cross picket lines or risk
them being dismissed; the Tories have literally gone from
clapping nurses to sacking nurses.  I was proud to vote
against this legislation at every stage, but unfortunately it
looks like it will become law because of Conservative votes.
It shows that striking workers have won the argument, but
rather than get around the table and negotiate, they prefer to
force through legislation that is a direct attack on workers’
rights, exacerbating disruption.  They are incapable of
guaranteeing minimum service levels in any sector at present
anyway, as people who have had to wait for trains,
ambulances and NHS appointments know.

Leamside Line campaign meets new Minister
There have been some exciting developments for the
Leamside line in the new year.  Alongside Paul Howell MP,
Liz Twist MP, Emma Lewell-Buck MP, Tobyn Hughes (MD
Transport North East and DG Nexus), I met with the Minister
of State for Rail, Huw Merriman MP.  We clearly set out the
dramatic impact that re-opening the Leamside line would
have on our communities and the local economy, and this
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In and around the constituency

Visit to The Dental Practice in Concord, Washington

This month I attended The Dental Centre in Concord to
meet with the practice manager, Christine, and the Chair
of the Sunderland Dental Committee, Sanjeev Bedi.
As we know, NHS dental practices across the country
are suffering because of Tory mismanagement.
Successive Tory governments since 2010 have pledged
to reform the dental contract but have failed to do so.
As a result, many patients are unable to access an NHS
dentist or afford dental treatment.  Across the country, we
are learning of an alarming number of patients who have
to visit hospitals, GPs or even perform their own
treatments to reduce dental pain.  Labour has set out
a 10-year plan to change and modernise the National
Health Service, which will include investing in the
workforce and ensuring that our dentistries have the
staff, equipment, and technology they require. 

Rickleton Primary School Visit, Washington

It was great to meet with the school council at Rickleton
Primary earlier this month.  The elected students
impressed me with the work they are doing.  In particular,
the council are focusing on encouraging good behaviour,

such as being kind and fair to one another.  I was equally
impressed by their knowledge of British politics.  My colleagues
and I can rest assured that the future of politics is in safe
hands with our aspiring politicians from Washington and
Sunderland West.   

Labour’s National Campaign Weekend, January 2023

On January 29th, I joined our local candidates Fiona Miller and
Joanne Chapman in Washington East and South wards for the
National Campaign Weekend.  Constituents are deeply
unhappy with the Conservatives and were happy to engage in
positive discussions about Labour’s offer on the NHS.  Across
January, our constituency has made 370 contacts on the
doorstep, with a 58.6% Labour response.

Sharon Hodgson, Washington & Sunderland West Constituency

Units 1 & 1A, Vermont House, Concord, Washington,

Tyne & Wear NE37 2SQ

Tel. (0191)  417 2000

W: www.sharonhodgson.org     E: hodgsons@parliament.uk    Twitter: https://twitter.com/@SharonHodgsonMP

Some highlights (No. 158 - Jan-Feb, 2023)

Published: 2023.  Produced by the office of Sharon Hodgson.  All rights reserved.  House of Commons Debates and Chamber images copyright Parliamentary Recording Unit and BBC, 2023.

There is no better time than now to encourage

your family and friends to join the Labour

Party.  Join here, by using this link below:

https://labour.org.uk/members/why-join-labour


