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Submission 

Proposals to withdraw the 12, 45 and 78 bus 

routes and change the routes of the 56, 141, 

171 and 388 would hit my constituents in 

Camberwell and Peckham hard and I am totally 

opposed to them. I have consulted widely with my constituents to hear their views and they too are 

universally against these proposals.  

London boroughs are not equal when it comes to transport and some 

are more capable of absorbing these cuts than others. TfL must 

withdraw these plans and go back to the drawing board. They should 

start their plans from the consideration of doing nothing to widen 

inequality.  

Buses are most important in areas where there is low income, high 

crime, high levels of disability, low car ownership and no public 

transport alternatives. 

Southwark has a higher percentage of BAME residents and a higher 

percentage of people on low incomes than the London average. And 

even whilst the number of journeys on buses fell due to the pandemic, 

the routes that run through Southwark, such as the 12, remain in use 

well above the average for both central London routes and all bus 

routes across the capital. If these cuts to Southwark were to go ahead, 

they would hit hardest those who can least afford it.  

People in Camberwell and Peckham need the buses. Most don't have 

cars or can’t afford the petrol to drive to work, which would anyway be 

bad for pollution and jams. There is no underground in Camberwell 

and Peckham for people to use as an alternative. And the overground 

trains are too expensive for many people and already badly 

overcrowded. 

TfL’s proposals would mean fewer buses, 

longer waits at bus stops and people having 

to change buses. Axing the 12 would mean 

a third of those who currently use it would 

have to take 2 buses, needing to change 

“I am horrified at the proposals to remove the 12 bus. [It] is 

an absolute lifeline – it’s total insanity to even consider 

removing it” Constituent of Camberwell and Peckham 

“I am extremely concerned by the reduction in 

night bus provision. Across Southwark this means 

there will be a significant increase in the walk 

required for interchanging different bus stops. As 

a woman I find this unacceptable. The no 12 bus is 

essential for safety” Constituent of Camberwell 

and Peckham 

“Many residents cannot afford the 

train so the bus their only option.” 

Constituent of Camberwell and 

Peckham 

“We have no direct access to a tube 

station and although there are a 

couple of train stations we can use, 

these are a more expensive method 

of travelling and, for women 

travelling alone at night, not always 

the safest method. I encourage my 

18-year-old daughters to take the 

bus at night.” Constituent of 

Camberwell and Peckham 

“At rush hours there are times that I 

cannot even get on the existing 

buses because they are so full… This 

shows a total disregard for poorer 

citizens, the elderly and disabled.” 

Constituent of Camberwell and 

Peckham 

25% of the bus cuts being proposed across London fall in 

Southwark, just one London borough out of 32 served by TfL. 
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more often. The proposals ignored the problems this will cause for people in the local communities 

that rely on those buses, particularly women and girls, those with disabilities, the elderly, and those 

on low incomes.  

An elderly person who can do a journey on one bus might not be able to cope with getting on and 

off two buses. For a young woman or girl, having to change and wait at a bus stop alone in the dark 

could make them unsafe. For a disabled person, getting on a crowded bus might feel impossible. 

I recognise the need to cut buses is a direct result of the Government’s refusal to fund TfL 

sufficiently. However TfL need to choose the least harmful way to make these cuts not inflict them 

on those who can least afford them. They have come up with the wrong answer because they 

started from the wrong place.  

TfL acknowledge in their “impact statement” that cuts to buses hit hardest at the elderly, women 

and girls, those with disabilities and those on low incomes. Yet they still plan to go ahead with plans 

which will make inequality worse. It makes no sense that they plan to hit Southwark so hard. 

I have had a number of meetings to hear from those who would be hit by these proposals. On 29th 

June I attended a meeting with trade union bus members from across London to hear directly from 

them about how these awful cuts will affect their livelihoods and the communities they serve. On 

15th July at Camberwell Bus Garage along with Cllr Kieron Williams and Neil Coyle MP I met local bus 

drivers and employees at the country’s biggest driver training centre to hear more about how these 

cuts will affect the livelihoods and professions of those working at the garage. I have gathered the 

views of Tenant and Residents’ Associations along the routes affected to include in this response.   

“The withdrawal of these services and the requirement to change makes journeys less safe and far 

more stressful… If you are disabled, travelling with baggage/shopping, small children, elderly or with 

anxiety or impaired skills these changes have a far more detrimental impact.” Constituent of 

Camberwell and Peckham 

TfL should scrap their current proposals and start again focusing on a position 

of social equality.  

It is not about taking into account equality and those most vulnerable at the 

end of the process. They should be at the centre from the start. 

 

“If the proposals go through, Southwark will lose some of our bus routes altogether, making travel 

more difficult for many people. 

Buses are very important for Southwark which, unlike many boroughs, doesn’t have many tube 

stations. Buses are a cheaper and convenient way to get around our borough, to and from work, and 

to the West End and other places that people like to shop, visit, and go out in. 

The council objects to the proposals, and will be meeting with Transport for London and others to 

express our views on behalf of residents.” Southwark Council 

 

TfL should withdraw these plans and start again with a map of London showing the concentrations of 

low-income people and make sure the cuts avoid those areas 
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Annex 1: Letter to Secretary of State Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP 
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Annex 2: Letter to Mayor of London Sadiq Khan 
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Annex 3: 

Statement 

Harriet Harman MP, Camberwell and Peckham 

Southwark Bus Cuts Meeting 

Thursday 28 July 2022, 19.00 

The Green, 5 Nunhead Green, London, SE15 3QQ 

 
Thank you for inviting me to this important public meeting. Please accept my 

apologies that I am unable to attend in person.  

 

I am totally opposed to these proposals. They would mean fewer buses, 

longer waits at bus stops and needing to change more often. I don’t think 

Transport for London (TfL) has begun to take into account the problems this 

will cause for people in the local communities that rely on those buses, 

particularly women and girls, those with disabilities, the elderly, and those on 

low incomes.  

 

25% of the bus cuts they are proposing across London fall in Southwark, just one London borough out 

of 32 served by TfL. And people here need the buses. Most people don't have cars or can’t afford the 

petrol to drive to work. And anyway that’s bad for pollution and jams. We don’t have a tube in 

Camberwell and Peckham for people to use as an alternative. 

 

The cuts will mean people having to change buses or “more interchanges” as TfL put it. An elderly 

person who can do one journey might not be able to do two. For a young woman or girl on her own, 

waiting at a bus stop in the dark could make them unsafe. For a disabled person, getting on a 

crowded bus might feel impossible. 

 

The cuts are a direct result of the Government’s refusal to fund TfL sufficiently. During the pandemic 

Londoners took the right decision to stay at home to protect others. As a result, TfL lost around 90% 

of its income from fares. This loss of income has led directly to its current emergency funding issues 

and is no different to the situation faced by private train companies across the UK. In every case the 

Government has bailed rail companies out with no strings attached, with the exception of TfL.  

 

However, in view of the fact TfL are forced to cut, they should be making these cuts in a way which is 

least harmful to those who will be worst hit. I’ve spoken to TfL and I’m working with Southwark’s two 

other MPs Helen Hayes and Neil Coyle on this. I’ve said to TfL that they should completely redo their 

planned cuts. They should start with a map of London showing the greatest concentrations of low 

income people and make sure the cuts avoid those areas. TfL acknowledge in their “impact 

statement” that cuts to buses hit hardest at the elderly, women and girls, those with disabilities and 

those on low incomes. So it makes no sense that they plan to hit Southwark so hard. 

 

I have had a number of meetings to hear from those affected by these proposals. On 29th June I 

attended a meeting with Unite representatives from across London to hear directly from them about 

how these awful cuts will affect their livelihoods and the communities they serve, and on 15th July I 

visited Camberwell Bus Garage along with Cllr Kieron Williams and Neil Coyle MP to hear more about 

how these cuts will affect the livelihoods and professions of those working at the garage.  
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I will be submitting a response to the TfL consultation. I have contacted Tenant and Residents’ 

Associations along the routes affected to get their views so that I can include them in my response. I 

hope everyone who is affected by these proposed changes will respond to the consultation, or get in 

contact with me directly and I will include your views in my submission.  

 

I assure you I will continue to insist TfL look again at these proposals and I will continue to object to 

them in the strongest terms.   
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Annex 4: Article in Southwark News – 26th June 2022 

 

The Government is not giving Transport for London (TfL) enough 

funds to run the transport system that London needs. So TfL have 

worked out that they have to cut 4% from their budget for buses. 

They’ve published proposals that they have put out for 

consultation and I will be strongly objecting to them on behalf of people of Camberwell and 

Peckham. 

 

They plan to withdraw the 12, 45 and 78 routes and change the routes of the 59, 148, 171 and 388. It 

would mean fewer buses, longer waits at bus stops and needing to change more often.  

 

25% of the London Bus cuts they are proposing fall in Southwark, just one London borough out of 32 

served by TfL. And people here need the buses. Most people don't have cars or can’t afford the petrol 

to drive to work. We don’t have a tube in Camberwell and Peckham for people to use as an 

alternative. And though many people here, especially young people, cycle, jumping on a bike is not 

possible for a mum with a couple of kids, a frail elderly person or a wheelchair user.  

 

The cuts will mean people having to change buses or “more interchanges” as TfL put it. For an elderly 

person who can do one journey might not be able to do two. For a young woman or girl on her own 

waiting at a bus stop in the dark could make them feel unsafe. For a disabled person, getting on a 

crowded bus might feel impossible. 

 

TfL don't want to make these cuts. They know we need more buses, not fewer. But in view of the fact 

they feel forced to cut, they should make those cuts in a way which is least harmful to those who will 

be worst hit. I’ve spoken to TfL and I’m working with Southwark’s two other MPs Helen Hayes and 

Neil Coyle on this. I’ve said to TfL that they should completely redo their planned cuts. They should 

start with a map showing the greatest concentrations of low income and make sure the cuts avoid 

those areas. TfL acknowledge in their “impact statement” that any cuts to buses hit hardest at the 

elderly, women and girls, those with disabilities and those on low incomes. So it makes no sense that 

they plan to hit Southwark so hard. 

 

Please get in touch with me to give me your views about the buses in your area that you use so I can 

include what you say in my strong protests to TfL. You can email me at 

harriet.harman.mp@parliament.uk.  

 

TfL have tough choices to make. But they shouldn’t make life tougher for those who can least afford 

it. 

 

 

 

 

https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/busreview
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