
  
 
 

 
 
 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 The special election is coming up on June 28th! 
Patty Pansing Brooks wants voters to understand how  
filling out an application from the Lancaster County 
election commissioner’s website; you can vote early 
in-person at the Lancaster County election 
commissioner’s office; or you can vote on election 
day, June 28th, at your polling place! Since this 
election is out of the normal schedule, it’s very 
important that voters are informed so they get to the 
polls.  
 Patty is running for Congress to reduce 
inflation, lower prescription drug prices, make 
childcare affordable and accessible, support 
infrastructure investments including rural 
broadband, and help our working people and 
communities thrive. In this time of extraordinary 
threats to women’s bodily autonomy, we need Patty’s 
voice in Congress now more than ever.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 After the horrifying news of the mass 
shooting in Uvalde, Texas, the call to action is long 
overdue. Keeping people safe from gun violence will 
continue to be a priority for Patty as she makes her 
way to Congress to protect all Americans. People 
should not have to fear sending their children to 
school, be afraid to go grocery shopping, or worry 
about attending their places of worship.  
 As Patty Pansing Brooks showed in the 
Legislature this session by fighting against an 
irresponsible bill to eliminate concealed handgun 
permits, she will continue to protect all Americans by 
supporting background checks and other common-
sense safety measures. Americans have felt the pain 
of mass shootings for years; enough is enough. 
 Remember, the special election is on June 
28th! After the special election takes place, next will 
come the general election on November 8th! To get 
Patty to Congress, vote for her two more times! 
We cannot do this alone–we need volunteers! Visit 
pattyforcongress.com to learn more about how you 
can help. Let’s get to work!  
 

 
 
  

The Lancaster County 

Democrat 
June 2022 

https://pattyforcongress.com/


 

Patty Pansing Brooks For Congress! 
By Dennis Crawford 
 

 
We will have to vote for Patty two times — on June 28 
and November 8. 

 
The field has been set for the CD01 elections 

on both June 28 and November 8. Patty Pansing 
Brooks will be taking on Mike Flood for the seat in 
CD01 that was opened up by Jeff Fortenberry’s felony 
convictions and resignation. 

The June 28 special election will determine 
who holds the CD01 seat until early January 2023. 
The November 8 election decides who will represent 
CD01 between 2023 and 2025. It’s important that we 
vote for Patty on both dates. 

Patty Pansing Brooks represents a breath of 
fresh air compared to Fortenberry, who held the seat 
for nearly 18 years and accomplished very little 
during his long tenure in Washington. Fortenberry 
tended to vote with his party bosses and the extreme 
right wing of the House GOP caucus. 

Patty will stand up for working families and 
seniors. She will protect our health care and pensions. 
As Pansing Brooks said, “We need health care for all, 
access to affordable childcare, living wages for all 
workers. This includes support for development, for 
enhanced infrastructure, educational opportunities 
and economic development for our native people 
through health care.” 

As a member of Congress, Patty wants to 
prioritize reducing inflation, solving Nebraska’s labor 
shortage and lowering prescription drug prices. “We 
need to lower prescription drug prices, and we need 
to lower the premiums on the Affordable Care Act. We 
have to do better at protecting our people and the 
number one issue for the state chamber in Nebraska 
is workforce development, and getting workers to fill 
our jobs,” said Pansing Brooks. 

Senator Pansing Brooks recognizes the reality 
that Nebraska can only solve its worker shortage 
problem by being a more welcoming and diverse 
state. Young people aren’t going to stay in Nebraska 

or relocate here if they perceive an atmosphere of 
intolerance. 

“I worked hard on the LGBTQ+ in the 
legislature for nondiscrimination and the chambers 
came on board with that. They realized we need 
workers here and bright people. It doesn’t matter the 
person who you love, it matters is can you do the job. 
Are you educated and thoughtful and excited for that 
position?” said Pansing Brooks. 

Pansing Brooks has correctly recognized that 
Mike Flood will be a clone of Jeff Fortenberry, albeit 
without the criminality and sleaze. The definition of 
insanity is doing the same thing over and over and 
expecting different results. Flood will only perpetuate 
the job killing gridlock in Washington by taking 
orders from his out of touch party bosses. 

“My opponent has said that he’s going to do a 
lot of the same things that the previous congressman 
did, and I’m not going to do the same things, I’m going 
to approach it differently. I feel like our state and our 
district are ready for a change,” said Pansing Brooks. 

Flood—like Fortenberry—is an extremist who 
is outside of the mainstream. Flood and Fortenberry 
are also similar in that they talk moderate but vote 
radical. 

As a state senator, Flood compiled an extreme 
record. In legislature this year, Flood opposed middle 
class tax cuts but voted for tax cuts for the rich and 
corporations. Patty voted for the middle class tax cuts. 

The Norfolk state senator’s record on 
women’s health care issues is equally troubling. In 
2022, Flood co-sponsored a near total abortion ban, 
that contained no exceptions for the victims of rape 
and incest. Senator Adam Morfeld described Flood’s 
bill as “deeply flawed legislation.” Morfeld contended 
that Flood’s radical bill would ban some forms of 
contraception such as Plan B and even IVF. 

Flood’s bill is so crazy that it would turn 
doctors into felons. Dr. Maureen Boyle, an obstetrics 
and gynecology physician from Omaha, said the 
proposal could “lead to felony charges for doctors 
who have to perform an abortion to save the life of a 
mother.” 

Pansing Brooks said in a statement. “My GOP 
opponent co-sponsored legislation this year that 
would force raped children and incest victims to go to 
term. I will lead in Congress to combat the Supreme 
Court’s rollback to the dark ages and protect all 
women’s bodily autonomy.” 

Flood is equally radical on gun safety. The 
state senator from Norfolk will do nothing about the 
ongoing mass shootings since he has an A rating from 
the NRA aka gun lobby. 



 

Patty would be a welcome change from the 
GOP’s hyper-partisanship since she has worked 
across the aisle with Republican senators on 
numerous issues. She has worked to expand 
children’s rights in the juvenile justice system, and 
passed legislation that reduces the school-to-prison 
pipeline by reorienting the purpose of peacekeeping 
officers. Patty tweeted: “Our kids are our future, and 
they deserve the opportunity to learn and thrive.” 

If you want different results out of 
Washington, you have to vote for different people. 
Vote for Patty Pansing Brooks for a change! 
 
 

Unions and the Current Labor Shortage 
By John Markey 
 On a recent Sunday Afternoon, I came face to 
face with a symptom of the current labor shortage. 
Waiting in line at a fast-food drive-through, I realized 
the line was not moving. As I was thinking about going 
elsewhere, a young man walked out of the building 
and informed each car in line that he was the only 
person working the store and that it was going to take 
some time to serve everyone. 
 Just more evidence showing us how the 
pandemic has changed the dynamics of the American 
labor force. Since it began, working people have been 
quitting their jobs in record numbers, particularly in 
fast-food and retail. Can you blame them? This is hard 
work, requiring dedication. It’s much more than being 
just a burger flipper. Yet these workers were often told 
they were doing starter jobs, that they were learning 
to show up on time and follow instructions, that low 
wages were part of the deal.  
 At the same time, many still have not returned 
to work since the layoffs at the onset of the pandemic. 
The reasons for staying out of the work force include 
low wages, poor working conditions, and lack of 
childcare for working parents.  
 Immigration into the U.S. has slowed 
significantly the last few years, adding to the problem. 
Net migration into the U.S. in 2016 was about 1 million 
but had slowed to 250 thousand by 2021. America is 
facing a serious labor shortage and working people 
are feeling empowered. 
 We’ve also seen an uptick in union activity 
from recent years, even though we’re nowhere close 
to the activity throughout the 20th Century. At Frito 
Lay, employees struck over forced overtime and 84-
hour work weeks. At Kellogg’s, they struck to defeat a 
two-tiered wage structure. Employees at John Deere 
struck because the company attempted to cut benefits 
despite record profits. There seemed to be so much 
activity the media renamed last October as 

Striketober. Workers across the country, in many 
industries, have found the courage to strike when they 
needed to do so.  
 We are seeing unions appear in places where 
we’ve seen little of them in the past. Despite fierce 
resistance, workers at Starbucks have unionized 100 
stores. Also facing heavy resistance, 6000 workers at 
the Amazon Fulfillment Center in Staten Island, NY 
formed a union of their own, simply called the Amazon 
Labor Union.  
 A recent Gallup poll shows 68% of Americans 
support labor unions with 90% support among 
Democrats. The highest rate since 1965. A new normal 
is emerging from the pandemic and it appears to favor 
working people more than the last few decades.  
 
 

Opinion 
By Barrie Marchant 
I suggest we label the Republican platform for 2022 
as “The Big Steal.” 
 
Vote Republican, and you vote for the “Big Steal”: 
·     Your Social Security will be stolen. 
·     Your Medicare will be stolen. 
·     Your prescription drugs will be stolen. 
·     Your affordable health care will be stolen. 

 ·     Your right to privacy will be stolen. 
·     Your control over reproductive choices  
     will be stolen. 
·     Your voting rights will be stolen. 
·     Your right to elect leaders will be stolen. 
·     Our democracy will be stolen. 
  

 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 I’m Kristi Egger, a lifelong Democrat running 
for Lancaster County Public Defender in the 
November 8th General Election. 
 After a 33-year career as a Deputy Public 
Defender, I retired this January with the intent to run 
for Public Defender. I’m not a career politician. I am 
running because the people of Lancaster County 
deserve a Public Defender who has the proven 
experience, dedication, and knowledge necessary to 
effectively lead the Office. 
 Having never run for public office before, I 
knew from the outset that running against an 
incumbent in the primary would be an uphill battle. I 
am humbled and grateful to the voters of Lancaster 
County for their overwhelming support. I am also 
very thankful to those people in the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party who listened to my message and 
reasons for running, and gave me their support early-

on, even though I was an unknown running against 
the incumbent.  
 Sen. Carol Blood’s advice on running an 
effective campaign has been extremely useful. Thank 
you, Sen. Blood! I am also extremely grateful to Ron 
Rivera, Kevin O’Hanlon and others in the NDP for 
their invaluable assistance the last few months.  
 From the beginning, we knew that our 
campaign had to be truly grassroots. We had very 
little money in the bank for expensive mailings or 
ads, especially compared to our well-funded 
opponent. In-person, door-to-door canvassing would 
prove to be key to our success. From February 1st, 
through May 9th, my partner and I went to around 
11,000 households. We went out on days when it was 
90 degrees with sunny skies, when it was 10 degrees 
with sleet in our faces, and everything in between. 
Averaging around 10 miles walking a day, it was hard 
work but extremely gratifying, nonetheless. As we 
transition from the Primary to the General Election, 
we are continuing to canvass door-to-door. 
 While canvassing, we have enjoyed exploring 
dozens of neighborhoods we have never been to 
before. Along the way, we have met so many 
gracious, engaged neighbors from all walks of life and 
made many new friends. That alone is a continual 
source of fun, even during the hardest, longest days 
on the campaign trail. It is gratifying to reach out to 
people directly, simply and honestly communicating 
our message and the reasons why I am running. The 
message that dedication, hard-work, experience, and 
integrity matter more than partisan politics 
resonates with the folks that we meet every day. 
 As you know, the upcoming elections, both 
Special and General, are important ones for 
Nebraska. Voter turnout is going to be crucial for the 
Governor’s race and for the Congressional races. 
Likewise, the race for Lancaster County Public 
Defender is an important one for Lancaster County. 
The Public Defender’s Office is so fundamentally 
important in protecting the Constitutional rights of 
Nebraska citizens, regardless of their financial status. 
The attorneys and staff there work tirelessly to 
advocate for our clients, uphold their rights, reduce 
incarceration rates, end racism in the justice system, 
and help steer clients toward rehabilitation and away 
from reoffending.  
 My Republican opponent in the General 
Election this November does not have the experience 
and knowledge I have gained in my three decades 
working as a Public Defender. In fact, in his nine 
years as a lawyer, he has never worked in a public 
defender’s office. 



 

 Over the past three decades, I have served the 
people of Lancaster County in every type of case the 
office handles. As lead counsel in over 10,000 cases, I 
have been the “boots on the ground” for clients, 
including those seeking to apply for problem-solving 
courts, such as Veterans’ Court and Drug Court. 
Taking initiative, I was the first attorney from the 
Public Defender’s office to serve on the Mental Health 
Diversion Team, working hands-on to keep people 
suffering from mental illness outside the criminal 
court system. 
 I point out this vast difference in experience, 
not to boast, but rather to highlight the fact that the 
job of Lancaster County Public Defender is complex. 
It requires years of experience dealing with attorneys 
and staff, prosecutors in the County and City 
Attorneys’ Offices, the courts, mental health 
providers, and other community stakeholders. It is 
simply not enough to be a lawyer who has handled 
some defense cases over the years. Nevertheless, it is 
inevitable that my opponent, though inexperienced 
and unqualified, will likely receive significant support 
from those in the Republican party and from voters 
who will vote for him simply because of the “R” next 
to his name.  
 So, my friends and neighbors, this is your 
call to action. We cannot win just by existing within 
our own echo chamber. We need the support of 
reasonable, rational, compassionate people in 
Nebraska, regardless of party affiliation. In my 
campaign, we are reaching out to people from all 
walks of life, including Democrats, Non-partisans, 
Libertarians, and yes, Republicans. This is important 
for my county-wide race, and it is even more 
important for our Congressional and State-wide 
races. I challenge every person reading this article to 
speak to three friends, family members, or neighbors 
who are voters from outside the Democratic Party.  
 As Democrats, we need to fight against the 
messaging they receive daily that sells them a 
narrative designed to make them fear the “radical 
left.” We need to show them first-hand that, as 
decent, hard-working Nebraskans, we have so much 
more in common beyond our political differences.  
We must demonstrate that Democrats and our 
candidates’ views and policies are anything but 
“radical”, and are compassionate, rational, and in-line 
with national norms.  
 Thank you all for your support, your 
encouragement, and your vote! 
 

-Kristi Egger 
www.kristiegger.org 
https://www.facebook.com/EggerForPublicDefender
/  

Dred Scott: The Last Time the 
Supreme Court Leaked 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

 
James Buchanan is widely regarded by  
historians to be the worst president in history. 

 
The country has been roiled by the report that 

a draft opinion from the Supreme Court overruling 
Roe v. Wade was leaked. If this is the final opinion, it 
is a radical and wide-ranging opinion that would not 
only end abortion rights but threaten gay marriage 
and the right to use contraceptives. Commentators 
repeatedly claimed that this was an unprecedented 
leak or that such a leak had never happened in 
modern times. 

What the commentators didn’t mention (or 
don’t know) is that the first and perhaps most 
consequential leak in Supreme Court history 
occurred in the infamous Dred Scott case in 1857. 
Dred Scott was a Missouri slave who filed suit for his 
freedom under the theory that his master had taken 
him into free states and he was no longer a slave 
under the law. 

The Dred Scott case was originally about the 
status of an individual slave and didn’t involve any 
larger political issues. However, the five southern 
justices on the Court wanted to rule that Congress 
lacked the power to bar slavery in the territories and 
that the 1820 Missouri Compromise was 
unconstitutional. 

The Missouri Compromise was the product of 
a long and divisive Congressional debate and the 
statute barred anybody from taking slaves into the 
territories and the northwestern part of the U.S. The 
southern slaveholders had long wanted to expand 
slavery into the territories and thus opposed that 
restriction on slavery. 

The initial draft Supreme Court opinion was 
narrowly written to only address Scott’s status. 
Subsequently, Justice John Catron of Tennessee 

http://www.kristiegger.org/
https://www.facebook.com/EggerForPublicDefender/
https://www.facebook.com/EggerForPublicDefender/


 

wrote a letter to President-elect James Buchanan 
which asked him to lobby his friend Justice Robert 
Grier of Pennsylvania to join the five southern 
justices in an opinion that would throw out the 
Missouri Compromise. 

Buchanan shared the southern justices’ belief 
that the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional. 
Buchanan followed up by sending a letter to Grier in 
an effort to influence the Supreme Court’s decision. 

Grier replied to Buchanan’s letter and told 
him that he would indeed join with the five southern 
justices in a sweeping opinion aimed at directly 
addressing the country’s sectional crisis. Subse-
quently, the Supreme Court ruled by a 7–2 margin to 
hold that the Congress lacked the power to regulate 
slavery in the territories and that all people of African 
descent, free or enslaved, were not United States 
citizens and therefore had no right to sue in federal 
court. Chief Justice Roger Taney, in writing the 
majority opinion, relied upon the theory of so-called 
“originalism.” 

Once the case had been decided behind the 
scenes, Grier requested that Buchanan not make any 
mention of the Supreme Court’s decision in his 
inaugural address on March 4, 1857. The 
Pennsylvania justice informed the president-elect 
that the Court would officially release its opinion two 
days after the inauguration. 

Shortly before Buchanan’s swearing in, he 
was observed having a brief conversation with Taney. 
Abolitionists later accused Taney of informing 
Buchanan of the Court’s impending decision. As we 
now know, Buchanan was fully aware of the decision 
due to his behind-the-scenes machinations. 

In his inaugural address, Buchanan predicted 
that the Supreme Court would shortly decide the 
question of Congress’ authority to regulate slavery in 
the territories. Buchanan then said, “To their 
decision, in common with all good citizens, I shall 
cheerfully submit.” 

After the Supreme Court released its decision 
on March 6, 1857, the southerners exulted since a 
majority of the Supreme Court had written their chief 
policy preference into the Constitution. Republicans 
and abolitionists roundly denounced the decision. 
The Supreme Court’s ham-handed attempt to solve 
the national crisis only threw gasoline on the flames 
and further divided an already divided nation. 

The American Civil War broke out 
approximately four years after the Dred Scott 
decision. The newly ascendant Republicans 
responded by adding a tenth seat to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The 13th Amendment finally overruled Dred 
Scott when it banned slavery in 1865. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Support Farmers — Vote Democratic 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

 
Biden and the Democrats have already done more for 
rural America than Trump ever did. 

 
 Between the Franklin D. Roosevelt years and 
the Bill Clinton Administration, Democratic 
candidates actually did pretty well in the rural areas. 
This is because the farm economy usually does a lot 
better during Democratic presidencies. Some of the 
worst years for the farm economy were during the 
Reagan Administration during the 1980s. 
 Beginning around 2000, support for 
Democrats in rural areas began a sharp drop off. I 
would largely attribute this to the rise of the right-
wing media and the Supreme Court decision in 
Citizens United. The right-wing media provides the 
Republican Party with millions of dollars in free 
advertising on a daily basis in the red states and 
Republican candidates usually have a large financial 
advantage. 
 The combination of these factors has made it 
difficult for Democratic candidates to inform rural 
voters that they are better off under Democratic 
presidents. The Republican president who probably 
did the most damage to the rural economy was 
Donald Trump. The former TV reality star grew up in 
Manhattan and has no understanding of life in small 
town America. 
 Trump’s signature agricultural policy was his 
failed trade war with China that devastated farmers. 
In 2018, Donald Trump told us that trade wars are 
“good and easy to win.” How did that turn out? The 
final numbers are in for Trump’s failed trade war and 
it’s not pretty. Trump’s remarks haven’t aged well. 
 According to the Nebraska Farm Bureau, 
Nebraska farmers lost $943 million due to the trade 
war in 2019. That amount was in addition to the 
staggering loss of $1 billion in 2018. As a consequence 
of Trump’s disastrous trade war, more than 40 
percent of net farm income came from federal 
government payments by 2020. Per the New York 
Times: “The breadth of the payments means that 
government support will account for about 40 

percent of total farm income this year. If not for those 
subsidies, U.S. farm income would be poised to 
decline in 2020.” 
 Despite all these sacrifices, America’s farmers 
got nothing from Trump’s 2020 trade deal with China. 
This agreement required China to purchase $200 
billion of additional U.S. agricultural exports before 
December 31, 2021. Unfortunately, Trump’s over 
hyped trade deal turned out to be a miserable failure. 
As it turned out, China bought none of the additional 
$200 billion of exports that Trump promised our 
farmers. 
 Trump’s tariffs also largely wiped out the 
temporary and tiny tax cuts the middle class received 
from his failed 2017 tax cut for the rich. A CNBC 
analysis of data from the Treasury Department ranks 
the combined $72 billion in revenue from all the 
president’s tariffs as one of the biggest tax increases 
since 1993. In fact, the tariff revenue ranks as the 
largest increase as a percent of GDP since 1993 when 
compared with the first year of all the revenue 
measures enacted since then, according to the data. 
 President Biden and the Democrats in 
Congress inherited a nation in crisis from Trump. The 
economy lost 140,000 jobs in December 2020 and the 
Trump Administration didn’t have a plan to distribute 
the life-saving vaccines. The Democrats rolled up their 
sleeves and went immediately to work to clean up 
Trump’s mess. 
 America’s farmers and rural areas have 
already benefited from legislation passed since Biden 
took office. An April 26 New York Times column by 
Robert Leonhard spells out the progress we’ve made 
since January 20, 2021: 
 “In under two years in office, President Biden 
has done more for places like Guthrie County (Iowa) 
and other parts of rural America than Mr. Trump ever 
did. The rural economy is stronger, wages are higher 
and infrastructure projects are popping up all over. 
 “Mr. Biden and his fellow Democrats are 
responsible for many of the improvements and for 
bringing back a sense of stability. For the midterms, 
they should run on these successes—the American 
Rescue Plan, the infrastructure bill. And they should 
run on why they have worked: Democrats should run 
on Democratic values. 
 “Furthermore, many places far from cities are 
facing health care crises, with more than 450 rural 
hospitals in danger of closing. With funds from the 
American Rescue Plan, the Biden administration 
program Emergency Rural Health Care Grants will 
award up to $43 million to benefit 2.2 million people 
across 22 states.” 



 

 Closer to home, $3 billion from the bi-partisan 
infrastructure bill will be invested in Nebraska and a 
significant portion of the investments are targeted to 
assist rural areas. The bi-infrastructure bill is so 
beneficial to small towns and rural areas that even 
Republicans who voted against it are trying to claim 
credit. 
 We Democrats should be proud of our 
accomplishments. We need to message those 
achievements to voters in small towns and rural 
areas. We can’t count on the “liberal” mainstream 
media to do it for us. We Democrats value hard work, 
self-reliance, faith and helping our neighbors. Those 
are rural values and American values. 
 Franklin Roosevelt said it best: “Once you 
build a house you always have it. On the other hand, a 
social or economic gain is a different matter. A social 
or an economic gain made by one Administration, for 
instance, may, and often does, evaporate into thin air 
under the next Administration.” 
 Let’s get that message out! If we can get that 
out, we will win in 2022! Now let’s leave it all out on 
the field! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
    It is impossible to have a healthy 
    and sound society without a proper 
    respect for the soil. – Peter Maurin 
 



 

Filled with possibilities 

By Kerry Hoffschneider  
Reprinted with permission 

 The first day of class with his freshman 
students at Chadron State College, Dr. Ron Bolze 
writes the “Dr.” prefix on the board, draws a circle 
around it, and then a line through it. 
 “Just call me Ron,” Bolze said. “We don’t need 
to trouble ourselves with titles.” 
 What Bolze does want students to focus on in 
the range livestock production classes he teaches is 
the vast potential of his students and how to look at 
agriculture differently – in a regenerative, open-
minded way. 
 In his nine different courses at Chadron State, 
Bolze said in almost half of them he spends the first 
month, about eight lectures, on regenerative 
agriculture. 
 Bolze developed his interest in the 
regenerative approach after a host of frontline 
agricultural experiences. His journey began on a 
south-central Pennsylvania dairy. 
 “When I was a student at Penn State, a cheap 
way to get through school was living and working at 
the Penn State Beef Barn,” he said. “That is where I 
developed a passion for black Angus cattle.” 
 After college, Bolze went home and farmed 
with his father in a beef cattle finishing operation. 
Then the 20% interest rates in the late 1970s forced 
his parents to make the decision to get out of that 
sector of agriculture. That is when Bolze went back to 
grad school at Kansas State University where he 
would eventually be involved with beef cattle 
extension work at the KSU research and extension 
center in Colby for 12 years. 
 From there, Bolze left the academic 
community and went into industry where he worked 
for the Certified Angus Beef program and provided 
leadership to a couple national beef cattle breed 
registries. He also did some commercial marketing 
for the nation’s largest red Angus seedstock outfit. 
Then Chadron State asked him to serve as an 
instructor. 
 Attending the No-Till on the Plains 
Conference in Salina, Kansas for the first time in 2012 
changed his perspective. 
 “Gabe Brown was one of the speakers and 
that was my ‘ah-ha’ moment. The lightbulb came on,” 
he said. “Finally, I had been exposed to a production 
model that made sense and that the next generation 
could participate in with minimal investment in 
infrastructure and regenerate soils simultaneously. 
 “Henceforth, shoot, I was like a sponge when 
it came to regenerative agriculture.” 

 The foundations of regenerative agriculture 
are built upon six, soil health principles: know your 
context; cover the soil at all times; minimize soil 
disturbance; increase plant diversification; maintain 
continuous, living plants and roots and integrate 
livestock. 
 “When it comes to the principle of ‘context,’ a 
farmer or rancher must make regenerative practices 
fit in their specific climate constraints,” Bolze said. 
“The soil health principle that will increase soil 
organic matter the most is grazing.” 
 Grazing management is something Bolze 
knows well because he has lived it. He and his wife 
Becky have raised an Angus cowherd for 44 years. 
Now their daughter Sadie has taken it over with 
holistic planned grazing management principles of 
high stock density, short duration (grazing for 
around three days) and long recovery periods 
(resting grazing paddocks for about two years). 
 This summer, for example, Sadie will graze 
roughly 130 pairs on 70 acres for three days and then 
move them on to the next grazing paddock. This 
involves solar powered polywire fencing with step-in 
posts sometimes on steep terrain and hauling water 
daily. 
 The model takes more sweat equity and very 
little equipment; however, it makes economic and 
environmental sense to both new and seasoned 
ranchers, Bolze said. 
 That’s what Bolze encourages his students to 
recognize about regenerative agriculture – it’s an 
affordable approach that is filled with possibilities. 
 “It seems like the commodity row crop 
production model is largely-driven by the latest and 
greatest more expensive technologies such as GPS, 
variable rate seeding and variable rate fertilization. I 
tell my students, where is the technology in the regen 
grazing model?” Bolze said “Basically, the most 
important equipment includes low impedance 
electric fence and a no-till planter for cover crops. It 
requires minimal investment.” 
 The model takes more sweat equity and very 
little equipment; however, it makes economic and 
environmental sense to both new and seasoned 
ranchers, Bolze said. 
 That’s what Bolze encourages his students to 
recognize about regenerative agriculture – it’s an 
affordable approach that is filled with possibilities. 
 “It seems like the commodity row crop 
production model is largely driven by the latest and 
greatest more expensive technologies such as GPS, 
variable rate seeding and variable rate fertilization. I 
tell my students, where is the technology in the regen 
grazing model?” Bolze said “Basically, the most 



 

important equipment includes low impedance 
electric fence and a no-till planter for cover crops. It 
requires minimal investment.” 
 The biggest challenge for the next generation 
is access to land, but Bolze said there should be no 
excuse to make these opportunities available with 
the average age of farmers and ranchers reaches well 
into the 60s. Farmers and ranchers should be looking 
at a succession plan, he noted, and working with the 
next generation is one way to do so. 
 “Young people need access to the land, they 
don’t need to own it. In fact, in a lot of ways, not 
owning land is a far more feasible way to make it 
when starting out,” he said. 
 Because grazing is a prime way to rebuild 
organic matter, it is also a way to help the 
environment overall. This has economic benefits, too, 
he added. 
 “I tell my students to formulate their own 
opinions about climate change. It’s irrefutable that 
the level of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere is 
drastically increasing and it’s not just fossil fuels. A 
lot of the carbon that is in the atmosphere came from 
the soil,” he said. “With regenerative agriculture and 
following the six soil health principles, we can 
sequester carbon and put it back into the soil.” 
 Even though Bolze is teaching students from 
all agricultural backgrounds, he tells them they are all 

pursuing their journeys in the “regenerative era,” and 
in that is the hope. 
 “We have to get young families back on the 
land,” he said. “I think the objection should be 
focused on how fewer acres can make a young family 
a good living, instead of the mantra of ‘get bigger or 
get out.’” 
 Bolze said we need to be asking some serious 
questions to ourselves and the ag industry overall. 
 “Do we truly believe that the course modern 
day industrialized ag is on has a viable financial 
future for the next generation?” he said. “The 
industrialized model cannot sustain itself with the 
investment in ever-increasing costs of equipment and 
inputs – I mean, look at fertilizer costs alone.” 
 He doesn’t see a future for the next 
generation in the industrialized model alone. 
 “If we shift to regenerative practices now, 
that is a model a young person can engage in, while 
sequestering more carbon and building soil health,” 
he said. 
 He also encourages students who have an 
interest in direct-to-consumer sales to go that route. 
 “The regenerative direction is a win-win for 
everyone involved in agriculture except, perhaps, for 
the people selling the inputs,” he said. “I just want to 
see young people succeed.” 
  



 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

                                               

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 

Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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