
  
 
 

 
 
 

      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 39th Annual Patriots Dinner is just around 

the corner.  
 
Join us on March 4th at the Lincoln Station Great Hall 
to celebrate our fantastic volunteers and rally behind 
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird and all of our Democratic 
candidates in the 2023 Lincoln City Elections! 
 
This exciting evening will also feature guest speakers, 
a dessert auction, and a GOTV drag show - you won't 
want to miss out on this fun-filled celebration of our 
community and support for our Democratic candidates. 
Plus, you'll have the opportunity to bid on fabulous 
items in our silent auction and meet some amazing 
people in our community.  
 
Grab your tickets today: 
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/2023patriots 
 
We hope everyone has the opportunity to participate in 
this special evening, so if you cannot attend, we kindly 
ask that you consider sponsoring a ticket for someone 
else to attend in your place. 
 
Don't forget to nominate individuals for our 2023 
Patriots' Dinner Awards! Please submit nominations via 
the form on our website or by email to 
Chair@NELancasterDems.org.  
 
The deadline to submit nominations is February 1, 
2023. 
 
We are also seeking volunteers to help make this event 
a success. If you're interested in lending a helping 
hand, please email Chair@NELancasterDems.org.  

  

The Lancaster County 

Democrat 
January 2023 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/2023patriots
https://forms.gle/b5ozz9gjdrTePv2D8
mailto:Chair@NELancasterDems.org
mailto:Chair@NELancasterDems.org


 

President Biden And The Democrats Put 
On A Masterclass In Governing 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

 
The 117th Congress was the most productive one since 
the 89th Congress in 1965–66. 

 
Joe Biden is already a consequential president 

even though has only served about two years. Biden’s 
first achievement was defeating Donald Trump and 
the greatest threat to democracy in America since 
1861. Trump is the only president in history who 
tried to steal an election with force. 

Biden and the Congressional Democrats 
inherited a nation in crisis. We were suffering from 
the worst pandemic since 1918 and the economy was 
moribund. Most people were stuck in their homes and 
the economy lost 90,000 jobs in December 2020. 

The first order of business was the quick 
passage of the American Rescue Act. This landmark 
legislation included the biggest middle class tax cut in 
American history, a vaccine rollout, a rescue package 
for state and local governments and money to re-open 
schools. Every Republican voted against it. 

The Biden administration’s COVID vaccine 
rollout has lowered COVID deaths by over 90%. When 
Biden took office, there was no plan to distribute the 
vaccines. 

New statistics show that 5 million more 
Americans have health insurance because of the 
American Rescue Act. The American Rescue Plan led 
to a record 14.5 million Americans signing up for 
healthcare coverage for this year through the 
Affordable Care Act. The U.S. currently has the lowest 
uninsured rate in its history now. 

The next big win was the infrastructure law, 
which passed with bi-partisan support. This was the 
biggest infrastructure package that passed since the 
Interstate Highway Act in 1956. Because of the 
infrastructure package, repairs have started on over 
65,000 miles of roads and 1,500 bridges. 

The year 2022 turned out to be an amazing 
year of progress for President Biden and the 
Congress. In 2022, Biden and the Congress passed:  

• Biggest ever investment in clean energy. 
• First major gun safety bill in 30 years. 
• Restart the American microchip industry. 
• Massive expansion of veterans’ benefits. 
• Cap seniors’ drug costs at $2000. 
• President Biden and the Democrats in 

Congress have capped insulin costs at $35 a 
month for Medicare recipients. 

• The Inflation Reduction Act will now save 13 
million Americans an average of $800 
annually on health insurance premiums. 

• End corporate tax evasion. 
• A ban on companies using mandatory 

arbitration to defeat sexual-harassment 
claims. 

• A renewal of the Violence Against Women Act. 
• Codify same sex marriage. 

Many of these bills passed with bi-partisan 
support after the D.C. pundits said it could never be 
done. Biden’s bi-partisan wins includes the 
infrastructure bill, the CHIPS and Science Act, an 
expansion of veterans benefits in the PACT Act, the 
first gun safety bill since 1994, the Postal Service 
Reform Act, and marriage equality. 

I think we can chalk it up to Biden’s long years 
of service in Washington, D.C. Biden knows what he’s 
doing and knows the players. 

Another factor had to be the fear among 
Republicans that the filibuster would’ve been 
reformed or abolished. If the Senate GOP had gone 
back to the all out obstruction of the Obama 
Administration, the filibuster would’ve been gone. 

Biden has racked up more bipartisan wins 
than any president since Lyndon Johnson. Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said, “These two 
years in the Senate and House — in the Congress — 
were either the most productive in 50 years since the 
Great Society, or most productive in 100 years since 
the New Deal.” 

What makes these accomplishments even 
more impressive is that Biden and the Democrats 
were working with razor thin majorities in both 
houses of Congress. In contrast, Franklin Roosevelt 
enjoyed 2–1 and even 3–1 Democratic majorities at 



 

times. Similarly, in 1965–66, the Democrats had a 2–1 
majority in both houses. 

The results of this flurry of legislation is 
already benefiting the American people. So far, 10.5 
million new jobs have been created. Unemployment 
now stands at a historic low of 3.7% — down from 
6.4% when Biden took office. 

We’ve had more new small businesses 
launching than ever before. American manufacturers 
have now added enough jobs to regain all that they 
that they lost during the pandemic. Manufacturers 
have a net gain of 67,000 workers above pre-
pandemic levels. 

Trump added $7.8 trillion to the national debt 
and increased the annual deficit from $585 billion to 
$3.1 trillion. President Biden is on track to cut the 
federal deficit by $1.7 trillion by the end of the year. 

“Oh, and by the way: He’s also managed (so 
far) to head off World War III and a possible nuclear 
conflict. We seem to forget that this is Job One for 
every American president, but while Republicans are 
griping about the gas prices (over which Biden also 
has no control), the Russians are replaying the 
Eastern Front against 40 million Ukrainians and also 
threatening NATO. It’s been reassuring to have a 
steady hand in charge of our foreign policy.” Tom 
Nichols, The Atlantic. 

The Democrats were rewarded for these 
achievements at the polls in November 2022. In the 
run up to the election, the Republicans and the elite 
D.C. pundits forecast a red wave. As it turned out, 
Biden and the Democrats had the best mid-term 
election results for the in party since 2002. 

• First midterm since ’62 that Dems netted 
Senate seats while holding White House  

• First midterm since ’34 that the WH party 
netted Senate seats and governorships 

• First midterm since ’34 that the WH party 
didn’t “lose” a single Senate seat 
President Biden keeps demonstrating that the 

many months of media coverage portraying him and 
his administration as inept were just wrong. He is 
governing successfully and has had the best two years 
of any president since Lyndon Johnson in 1965 and 
1966. 

“Remember this moment: It might be the last 
time you see a competent government for at least two 
years. This will all come crashing down when — if — 
McCarthy assumes the speakership on Jan. 3.” Dana 
Milbank. 

All of this progress will be at risk in 2023 and 
2024. The Republicans picked up 9 seats in the House 
and currently have a slender 9 seat majority. Already, 
the D.C. Republicans are fighting each other. At the 

current time, Kevin McCarthy lacks the votes to be 
elected Speaker. He is cutting deals with the most 
radical members of his caucus to pick up the 
necessary 218 votes. 

The GOP House will turn Congress into a 
clown show. And they will get destroyed for it. “The 
House Republican Conference will have the barest 
majority, rendered ungovernable by the lunatic likes 
of Matt Gaetz and Marjorie Taylor Green. The self-
sabotage of an ungovernable Republican majority will 
all but guarantee that Democrats take back the House 
in 2024.” Representative Ritchie Torres (D-NY). 

We Democrats have a lot to be proud of. Let’s 
take a short break and then get back to work. Our 
work is never done. Now let’s get it done. 

 
 

 

You're invited to our Congressional 
District One CD-1 Caucus meeting. 
 

The State Central Committee meeting will be 
in Lincoln on March 4, 2023. 

 
■ Candidate training on NDP services and      
   getting started on your campaign. 
■ SCC required training on DEI (Diversity,  
   Equity, Inclusion) and Code of Conduct.  

  
See previous meeting info:  

 https://nebraskademocrats.org/sccminutes/ 
 

All are welcome to attend Nebraska 
Democratic Party Congressional District One (CD-1) 
Caucus meetings. Delegates (voting members) are 
still needed for our quarterly meetings:  

Lancaster county, Legislative Districts: 2, 25, 
26, 30, 32, 46. 

 
See list: https://nebraskademocrats.org/scc-
members-2022-24/ 
 
Submit your name to: 

Chair Marthaellen Florence 402-570-1522 
 Vice Chair John Yoakum 402-890-5060  

Secretary Janet Chung 402-429-1417 
 
# # # 
 
Janet Chung | She/her 
cell/text 402-429-1417 
  

https://nebraskademocrats.org/sccminutes/
https://nebraskademocrats.org/scc-members-2022-24/
https://nebraskademocrats.org/scc-members-2022-24/


 

Jeff Greenfield Interview On Robert 
Kennedy’s Campaign In Nebraska 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

 
Robert Kennedy in Lexington, Nebraska on April 27, 
1968. 

I interviewed Jeff Greenfield on December 27, 
2022, about the 1968 Nebraska primary. Greenfield 
was one of Robert F. Kennedy’s speechwriters. He 
went on to a long and distinguished career in the 
media and is the author of many books and articles. 

The interview wasn’t really much of a 
question and answer session. Greenfield just wanted 
to talk about his experiences working for Kennedy 
and the Nebraska campaign. Throughout the 
interview, Greenfield was gracious and friendly. 

In the interview, Greenfield makes reference 
to Kennedy’s whistle stop tour across Nebraska. On 
April 27, 1968, Kennedy took a train tour of Nebraska 
where he gave speeches in eleven towns and was seen 
by anywhere from 25,000 to 50,000 people. 

The campaign stops at Chadron, Nebraska and 
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota occurred 
on April 16, 1968. 

The interview has been slightly edited for 
clarity, but it accurately reflects Greenfield’s remarks. 

“I think I have a real warm spot in my heart 
for that primary. It was probably the most enjoyable. 
It had a whole kind of old-fashioned aspect of how 
America used to perform in the pre-TV age. 

Particularly more than anything else it was 
the whistle stop day. It was the highlight of the whole 
campaign. It was the best day of the campaign. The 
whistle stop began in Indiana. You got this New York 
Senator, a Washington guy who was far was from the 
mid-west as you could imagine a character. 

Nebraska was rural based. It was at first 
glance it wouldn’t fit Bobby at all. He didn’t have a 
choice. He announced so late, there were only a 

handful of primaries open to him. Of course, Nebraska 
was one. 

The decision was made to take this campaign 
through the state winding up in Omaha, stopping at 
many small towns. It infused the campaign. I tell you 
the irony. When he announced, Hubert Humphrey 
talked about the politics of joy. Kennedy criticized 
that line. How can you talk about the politics of joy 
with the race riots and the war in Vietnam? 

I don’t think any of these towns had seen a 
major presidential candidate come through in a pretty 
long time. Maybe Teddy Roosevelt did or maybe 
Truman did. You’re coming through towns who hadn’t 
seen anything like this. What you got was 
spontaneous, I’m sure there were advance men, 
spontaneous in the sense this wasn’t choregraphed 
from Washington or campaign headquarters. You 
come into town and the high school bands would 
come out. 

I can remember one place where it was 
something like Serbo-Croatian day. I’m not completely 
sure about the nationality, though. People were 
dressed in the outfits of that particular part of the 
world. I remember him asking how many people here 
are Serbo-Croatians. I may have this wrong. It’s been 
fifty years on. 

You have all this traditional community 
celebration. Conservatives talk about it much more 
than liberals. The real America. Here he was going 
through about as a real America as you could find. 
Small town Nebraska farm country. That’s pretty 
basic. He was reveling in it. There was a sense that 
people were attracted to him. This is one of those odd 
bits of political alchemy. What did these people see in 
this wealthy, powerful, east coast Catholic guy? But 
there was a real connection going on — as the voted 
showed. 

It might have had something to do with that 
he was not a conventional politician by any means. It 
may have been Kennedy nostalgia from 1960. There 
was a whole day of that energy come into these little 
towns. It was a connection going on. It spilled over 
into the rally in Omaha. I’m sure he had a pretty good 
crowd there. One of them didn’t like him much. And 
he started heckling Bobby. And Kennedy turned to his 
wife. He said, “Ethel, I don’t think the vote in Omaha is 
going to be unanimous.” 

At the end of the speech, which was 
something he did all through the campaign, which 
was ask for questions. So, at the end of the speech, he 
turned to the heckler. He said: “What do you want to 
say?” I don’t remember what followed. I remember 
him doing that, unlike, asking the police to throw him. 



 

And he was buoyant. He was enjoying himself. I think 
the crowd got that, too. 

The night of the California primary, he won 
also a big victory in South Dakota. I was on that trip to 
South Dakota on April 16. I tried to bang out a speech 
for Pine Ridge. That’s a whole other story. 

That’s really my feeling about Nebraska. It 
was one of those best days that worked. 

There’s one thing I want to mention to you. 
The ads that he ran in Nebraska. Here’s the point to 
make. The first line in one of those speeches is he 
never milked a cow. He’s a man of cities. But he 
understands. So, instead of him putting on overalls 
and trying to pretend some obviously non-existent 
link to agriculture — they acknowledged this is who 
he is. He understands your problems. But don’t think 
we’re trying to sell you this guy as farmer Bobby. 
That’s an interesting way to begin an ad in Nebraska. 
He’s never milked a cow. He’s a man of the cities. 

I’ll tell you what else he would do. But he used 
to go through these farm counties and explain he’s a 
one man price support family. Think of the amount of 
milk my family drinks. Think of the amount of corn we 
eat. Think of the amount of bread and meat. One of 
things he did throughout the campaign was he sort of 
mocked the pretensions of normal political people. 

Mitt Romney may have been the best case. 
Everywhere place he goes was the best place. The 
trees were the right height. Or whatever. 

Bobby would play. He would plead for 
sympathy. “Do you really want to see the faces of my 
children if you don’t vote for me? Think of those poor 
children. “ 

But certainly the willingness of the ads to be 
honest and say look we’re not going to bullshit you 
about this stuff. It would be ludicrous. You would 
know it was false. 

There were other ads where he sat with 
women. And just talked. 

Q: Can we ask you about Robert F. Kennedy 
the man? What was he like to work for as a boss? 

A: The best thing about working for him was 
that he drilled down. He wouldn’t take the 
conventional answer. He would say things like where 
did you find this? He was beyond like a conventional 
liberal. It was a pleasure. He didn’t think you should 
just spend more money on schools. He thought 
schools had to be restructured. 

He didn’t like welfare because he thought it 
demeaned the recipients and angered the taxpayers. 
He wanted to know why there weren’t jobs for people. 
He would ask much more fundamental questions. 

He wasn’t a yeller. If you did something he 
didn’t like, you would get the steely blues. Those blue 
eyes. He didn’t scream. Or yell at you. 

Q: Lincoln Star reporter Don Walton said that 
Kennedy was very inquisitive. He said it was like 
Kennedy interviewed you. Walton said that Kennedy 
was constantly asking him about Nebraska and what 
was on the voters’ minds. 

Greenfield: I think that’s very accurate. He was 
trying to drill down to the core. 

The first day I was working for his Senate 
office, he had me follow him to a Senate Education 
Committee hearing. This was just two years after 
federal aide to education had passed. He was asking 
the head of this department: He was saying in effect, 
what are we doing with this money? How come the 
IQs of black kids between third and sixth grade drop? 
What are we not doing? Instead of saying oh great 
let’s spend 10% more or 20% more. No. No. What are 
the schools doing? Or not doing? He was just very 
unconventional. 

Some of the speeches he gave. He probably 
gave them in Nebraska. He was skeptical about big 
government in the broadest sense. He liked 
community control. The whole Bedford-Stuyvesant 
program was about putting power back down at the 
grass roots level. 

That’s what he was like.” 
 
 
 

 
  Governor Elect Pillen thanks Governor Ricketts   
  with his assistance in providing a list of candidates  
  for the Senate seat vacated by Ben Sasse. 

 
  



 

Report suggests that litter from 
chicken farms has upped 
contamination of water 
By Paul Hammel, Nebraska Examiner 
Reprinted with permission 
 

 
Dozens of chicken barns, like this complex southwest of 
David City, were built in Butler County, in part, because 
the county has no zoning ordinances. (Paul Hammel, 
Nebraska Examiner) 
 

Listen To This Story 

A new report suggests that manure-laced 
litter, removed from chicken barns raising millions of 
chickens for Costco, is increasing contamination of 
some nearby streams in eastern Nebraska. 

The three-year-long study, facilitated by the 
environmental group GC Resolve and the Nebraska 
Farmers Union Foundation, calls for increased testing 
of contaminants such as phosphorous and nitrogen in 
streams, as well as sharper oversight over the 
spreading of the litter, which is used as fertilizer. 

 
Can’t ‘pretend this isn’t happening’ 

“This does alert us that we need to do 
enhanced studies and we no longer need to pretend 
this isn’t happening,” said Graham Christensen of GC 
Resolve, a regenerative agriculture group that sought 
the report. 

But an official with Lincoln Premium Poultry, 
which operates the processing plant in Fremont, 
Nebraska, that provides chickens to Costco, said late 
Monday that company growers “adhere to the highest 
level of accountability” and utilize precision 
equipment to apply litter nutrient “at responsible and 
appropriate application rates.” 
 
Report questioned 

Jessica Kolterman, director of administration 
for the poultry firm, said the new report even 
acknowledges that “without knowing the quantity 

and frequency with which poultry litter is being 
applied … contaminant fluctuations cannot be 
meaningfully estimated.” 

Christensen of GC Resolve said concerned 
citizens sought the study due to skepticism about 
assurances that the dry litter, which must be 
removed from floors of the massive chicken barns 
periodically, would not leach contaminants into 
nearby waterways. 

The Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
joined federal officials on Monday in announcing the 
14th confirmed case of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza in the state. 

The latest infection was in a backyard flock in 
Knox County, in northeast Nebraska.  
State Veterinarian Roger Dudley said the affected 
flock has been depopulated and disposed of in an 
approved manner. 

The agency asked that poultry producers 
notify NDA immediately of any sick or dying birds. 
He said that three years of monitoring of seven 
locations where the litter was deposited — both 
upstream and downstream of the sites — suggest 
that the assurances haven’t held up. 

The report stated that counts for selected 
pathogens, like E. coli and enterococci, violated the 
acceptance limits established by the Environmental 
Protection Agency in almost 80% of the samples 
taken during the study period. Levels of 
orthophosphate were up to 10 times higher than 
typical levels of total phosphorus, and concentrations 
of nitrogen exceeded normal levels even more. 
 
‘So not surprised’ 

“I am so not surprised,” said John Hansen of 
the Nebraska Farmers Union. It is consistent, he said, 
with water contamination found in areas of high 
concentration of chicken barns in Arkansas and the 
South. 

The report, conducted by a private engineer, 
Matt Sutton, and financed by a community foundation 
that Christensen said had asked to be unnamed, was 
labeled as “tentative” and not broad enough or long 
enough to draw definitive conclusions. 

But, the report concluded that “more detailed 
study is required to determine responsibility of 
increased contaminant loads,” including DNA testing 
to track the contamination to a specific source. 

Hansen and Christensen said the findings 
should be enough to prompt state regulators to 
increase testing and oversight. 

 
‘Long overdue’ 

“They should come to the table now and 



 

address issues and concerns. It’s long overdue,” 
Christensen said. 

A spokeswoman for the Nebraska 
Department of Environment and Energy said Monday 
afternoon that the agency had just been presented 
with the report and had not been approached about 
its development. 

“For that reason, the agency will read the 
study and take into account any sound science 
included before providing a response,” said 
spokeswoman Amanda Woita. 
Costco plant opened in 2019 

Three years ago, Lincoln Premium Poultry 
opened a $280-million chicken processing plant in 
Fremont designed to slaughter up to 2 million birds a 
week for Costco. The broilers are destined for the big 
box store’s popular $4.99 roasted chicken special — 
considered a loss leader for the stores. 

The plant was hailed by state leaders for its 
estimated $1.2 billion yearly economic impact, which 
included purchases of grain. Costco’s arrival has also 
spawned a spin-off automation business. 

Some residents opposed the project as a risk 
to the environment due to the millions of pounds of 
chicken manure generated. Others have questioned 
how much it would benefit Nebraskans — most of the 
barns are owned by out-of-state investors. 

The new study looked at seven locations in 
Burt, Butler, Dodge, Seward and Washington 
Counties where the litter/manure mix was spread on 
farm fields. Study sites selected were dissected by a 
waterway. 
 
‘Stream health is compromised’ 

Testing was done both upstream and 
downstream of the sites, to get an idea about whether 
the litter was the main contributor. 

“Data obtained in this study shows that 
stream health is compromised,” concluded the report. 

Steve Martin of the Alliance for the Future of 
Agriculture in Nebraska (AFAN) said the poultry 
industry in Nebraska is much bigger than just Costco, 
and his reading of the data found contaminant levels 
just as high upstream of where litter was spread as it 
was downstream. 

“So they’re not really making their case,” 
Martin said. 

Among the recommendations from Sutton 
was to maintain better documentation of litter 
application rates and locations, improve public 
transparency of water quality and increase use of 
buffer strips and cover crops to reduce erosion and 
resulting runoff of contaminants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The old line of thought used to be that local 
government is the bush leagues. 

Pete Buttigieg 
 

In local government, it's very clear to your 
customers - your citizens - whether or not 
you're delivering. Either that pothole gets filled 
in, or it doesn't. The results are very much on 
display, and that creates a very healthy 
pressure to innovate. 

Pete Buttigieg 
 

 

 

 

Jimmy Carter 

  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/pete-buttigieg-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/pete-buttigieg-quotes


 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

                                               

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 

Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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