
 
 
 

 
 

 
     

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

By Todd Paddock 
For four years, Eliot Bostar has served as State 

Senator for District 29 of the Nebraska Legislature, 
representing parts of south Lincoln. In his first term 
Senator Bostar focused successfully on the issues that 
matter to the people of Lincoln and Nebraska. “I 
worked with my colleagues to get things done to 
improve the lives of Nebraskans, and I have the record 
to prove it,” said Bostar in a press release.  “I’ve 
listened to my constituents and focused my work on 
the issues and priorities they brought to me.”  

  Senator Bostar passed bills that fund a second 
water source for Lincoln and a new convention center.  

In healthcare and public safety, he passed bills 
that cap the cost of insulin, require health insurers to 
pay for breast cancer and colorectal cancer screenings, 
and improve safety and working conditions for first 
responders.  

Other bills Senator Bostar has passed have 
implemented policies to make childcare and housing 
more affordable, and added resources for training 
programs to help workers gain access to higher paying 
jobs.  

Bostar has also passed bills that support tax 
cuts including eliminating income taxes on social 
security, expanding military retirement benefits, and 
providing income and property tax relief to 
Nebraskans.  

But he’s not done. He’s running unopposed for 
a second term. “I’m running for re-election because 
there’s more work to do,” Bostar said in a press 
release. “I want to ensure that Nebraskans who work 
hard can provide for their families, and that our 
community is safe, affordable, and vibrant, a place 
everyone is proud to call home.”  

In addition to serving in the Legislature, Bostar 
is the Executive Director of Conservation Nebraska, an 
organization focused on protecting clean air and 
water.  He and his wife, Carrie, have two children and 
live in south Lincoln.  
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By Mary Fischer 

Seth Derner is a candidate for Legislative 
District 21 which serves northwest Lincoln and 
northern Lancaster County. 

Seth Derner, a 5th-generation Nebraskan, is the 
co-founder of Vivayic, Inc., a company dedicated to 
designing and delivering tailored learning experiences 
for all learners. Derner, through his personal and 
professional life is committed to making the 
community and the world a more diverse, equitable, 
and inclusive place. In the current environment of 
restricting personal rights, Derner’s open-minded 
approach will be of great value to Nebraskans. 

“I’m running for legislature because 
Nebraskans are hard-working, honest, and caring 
people. Our legislature is supposed to be independent 
and put Nebraskans above partisan politics. The 
current Legislature doesn’t represent that anymore. 
It's controlled by wealthy donors and politicians who 
want to divide us. I’ll work to bring people together 
and restore common-sense solutions to the challenges 
we face every day,” said Derner. 

In the legislature, Derner will focus on reducing 
property taxes, providing affordable and accessible 
healthcare, ensuring high-quality education 
throughout a student’s academic career and beyond, 
and supporting the availability of well-paying jobs that 
last through the 21st century. 

“As your state senator, I’ll apply the same 
lessons we used to build our company: listen, 
collaborate, and put in the work to get results. I will 
ensure that your family has every opportunity to be 
successful, just like mine.” 

You can learn more about Seth Derner’s 
campaign, donate, and/or sign up to volunteer at 
sethderner.com. 

 
 

What evil lurks in the hearts of 
librarians? 
By Jim Schaffer 

 It must be unnerving these days to be a MAGA 
Republican. It seems there’s a villain lurking behind 
every tree and bush, and worse, astute observers are 
discovering more evil-minded citizens every day. In 
the recent past Republicans have helped us learn that 
chemists working on cures for diseases, public health 
officials, and even nurses were all secretly conniving to 
destroy the country. Now, we are led to believe that 
mild bookish librarians are the latest threat to our 
country’s well-being. 
  “As libraries become battlegrounds in the 
nation’s culture wars,” reports the New York Times, 
“their allies are fighting to preserve access to their 
collections and keep themselves out of jail, or worse.” 
 The “worse” part refers to hate messages and 
death threats that are now part of the job as a public 
librarian. Denise Neujahr of Post Falls, Idaho, 
discovered she had inadvertently moved from the 
stacks to the front lines when she started a youth book 
club called the Rainbow Squad. The club was designed 
for L.G.B.T.Q. youth and their parents to share crafts, 
snacks, and conversation, but club meetings have been 
disrupted by protestors carrying bullhorns and 
shouting accusations about sin and pedophile 
“groomers.” One protestor was arrested for carrying a 
knife and a loaded gun. 

“They’re really good kids,” Neujahr said. “It 
makes me so sad that they have to go through all this 
hate. This is not what libraries stand for.” Last year 
more than 150 bills in 35 states were proposed to 
restrict access to library materials and to punish 
library workers who do not comply.  

This suspected library villainy is apparently 
happening right here in our fair state. Evelyn Mejia, 
writing in the Flatwater Free Press, says that a “surge of 
book removal requests has turned Nebraska libraries 
into cultural battle grounds.” As an example, Mejia 
cites Plattsmouth Community Schools where 
administrators moved nearly 50 books from library 
shelves to a box in the high school principal’s office last 
spring awaiting “further review.” The move was in 
response to a request by a school board member. 

“From the state’s rural southwest corner to the 
larger cities in the east,” Mejia writes, “School and 
public libraries have seen a flood of book challenges. 
The influx mirrors a national trend pitting paternal 
rights and content concerns against fears of censorship 



 

and allegations of intolerance.” School board members 
and library staff say they’ve received irate emails and 
have been verbally attacked at school board meetings. 

So, who are these evil librarians anyway? 
According to recent statistics, about 128,000 people in 
the United States are employed as librarians or library 
media specialists. That’s a slight decrease from 2019 
when library employment hit a peak. It’s been falling 
ever since. Most have a masters’ degree and earn about 
$61,000 a year. The job description, according to 
Workable, sounds like this: “A librarian is a 
professional who facilitates access to information and 
resources. They curate collections, develop educational 
programs, manage databases, and oversee staff. Their 
role is to support learning, research, and exploration.” 
 As with many professions, our ideas about 
librarians are shaped by the media. Who could forget 
Marian, the heroine of the 1962 movie version of Music 
Man played by Shirley Jones. Her character is 
responsible for many enduring stereotypes. She is a 
spinster, for instance, since most men find her intellect 
intimidating. She wears thick dark rimmed glasses 
with her hair up in a bun. But Marian can see right 
through con man Harold Hill who helplessly falls in 
love with her. “What can I say, my dear, to make it 
clear,” he sings. “I need you badly, badly, Madam 
Librarian.” River City would never be the same. 

A more promising candidate for evil librarian 
might be Karen Nash, the main character in Mary Lou 
Kirwin’s novel Killer Librarian. The cover blurb teases 
us like this: “When she checks in, someone always 
checks out.” In the book Karen runs the mystery 
section at a small-town Minnesota library. She is 
planning a dream trip to London. 
 The complication is that Dave, the love of her 
life, dumps her hours before takeoff and is on his way 
to London too with a young honey on his arm. On the 
trip over the pond Karen plots various ways to cause 
Dave’s demise but once in England she discovers that 
he is the target of an assassin. Instead of killer, she 
becomes a detective. Still, not so evil. 
 Finally, the name of one more well-known 
librarian occurred to me: Laura Bush, wife of the 
former president. Surely this woman must have had 
nefarious purposes. Here’s what a White House press 
release in 2003 said about her: “Mrs. Bush has a special 
place in her heart for books and libraries. She knows 
that a love of books—of holding a book, turning its 
pages, looking at its pictures, and losing oneself in its 
fascinating stories—goes hand-in-hand with a love of 
learning. She also knows that having parents, teachers, 
librarians, and members of the community who care 
enough to make libraries a priority is one of the most 
important steps in helping to maintain high-quality 
library services. 

“More than half of all librarians are projected 
to retire by 2019. The administration has proposed an 
initiative to recruit, train and support a new 
generation of librarians. The President's budget for FY 
2004 requests $20 million to help offset the national 
shortage. 

“Mrs. Bush believes that recruiting a new 
generation of librarians is vital to maintaining libraries 
as important educational resources and making them 
accessible to future generations of readers. She has 
made a commitment to preserving our libraries, has 
toured libraries in the U.S and abroad, and continues to 
encourage young people to pursue careers as teachers 
and librarians.” 

Hmmm. I think I can begin to see the scheme. 
The Republicans are going to hire thousands of new 
librarians to infiltrate the system, spreading their 
claims of disinformation and misinformation and just 
good old false information. It might work, but I don’t 
think so. 

Consider this recent story in the Lincoln Journal 
Star: The Lincoln Public Schools and the Lincoln City 
Libraries jointly host an annual African American 
Read-in each February 7, an event designed to honor 
and uplift African American voices, literature, and 
music. A variety of people from across Lincoln came 
together to read excerpts from books such as Ben 
Jealous’ “Never Forget Our People Were Always Free” 
and Michelle Obama’s “Becoming.” 

“I want to put myself out there so that kids can 
see that they don't need to be afraid to talk to someone 
if they feel like they're being bullied for the color of 
their skin,” Dacia Reed, a Lincoln Northwest student 
and one of the readers, said. 

Jaztus Fisher, a fifth-grade student at Belmont 
Elementary, said the experience helped him want to be 
part of the conversation. “I've been meeting new 
people,” he said. “I've been getting more brave, more 
courageous. It makes you feel like you fit in the right 
place and always will.” 
 No doubt some of this sounds sinister and anti-
American to many MAGA Republicans. But such things 
will probably continue until they can drive every 
nefarious librarian away from the bookshelves and 
shush them up. 
  



 

Trump Is Coming For Your Health Care 
(Again) 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

 
The D.C. Republicans believe that rich people don’t 
have enough money and that the poor and middle class 
have it too easy. 

 
Donald Trump stunned the political world 

recently when he called for the repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA.) The four-time indicted former 
president posted the following on his social media site:  

“The cost of Obamacare is out of control, plus, it’s 
not good Healthcare. I’m seriously looking at 
alternatives. We had a couple of Republican Senators 
who campaigned for 6 years against it, and then raised 
their hands not to terminate it. It was a low point for the 
Republican Party, but we should never give up!” 

The conventional wisdom had been that the 
GOP had given up on the repeal of the ACA since prior 
repeal efforts were unpopular and cost them control of 
the U.S. House of Representatives in the 2018 election 
cycle. Apparently, Trump has other plans for the GOP 
even though Republicans would rather talk about 
Hunter Biden, impeachment, inflation, and crime. 

When Trump first ran for president in 2016, he 
promised to replace the ACA with “something terrific.” 
He promised “great health care at a tiny fraction of the 
cost” and claimed it would be “easy.” After he took 
office, Trump lamented that he never knew the health 
care issue could be so “complicated.” 

The Republican replacement plan in 2017 was 
anything but terrific — it was awful. The non-partisan 
Congressional Budget Office found that the Republican 
replacement plan would have taken away insurance 
from 32 million people, and that the premiums paid by 
individuals buying their own insurance (as opposed to 

getting it through their employers) would have 
doubled. Trump Care gutted pre-existing condition 
protections and even included a tax cut for the rich. We 
waited eight years for this? 

The bill was so bad that the House Republicans 
voted to exempt themselves from it. (They reversed 
that when they got caught.) The effects of Trump Care 
were so ghastly that a tiny, decisive number of 
moderate Republican members of Congress voted to 
reject it. A dying John McCain was the Republican 
legislator who effectively killed Trump Care. 

The Republicans never talked about Trump 
Care after it was rejected by a GOP controlled Congress. 
If Trump Care was so great, one would think 
Republicans would’ve campaigned on it in 2018 and 
subsequent election cycles. Instead, it went down the 
GOP memory hole along with George W. Bush and the 
Iraq War.  

There is no reason to believe that any future 
Republican ACA replacement plan would be any better 
than Trump Care. The GOP simply doesn’t believe that 
it is a legitimate function of the government to raise 
taxes on the wealthy to fund health care for working 
families, the poor, the sick and the elderly. They just 
don’t believe in it. Instead, the GOP believes that the 
government exists to comfort the already comfortable. 

The Biden Administration’s Department of 
Health and Human Services has found that more than 
40 million people are insured through coverage related 
to provisions of the ACA. If Trump wins, those 40 
million people could lose insurance. In addition, 
insurance companies could once again be allowed to 
discriminate against the sick and women. 

One of the greatest stories never told is that the 
ACA has been a success. Currently, the U.S. has its 
lowest uninsured rate ever. Obama and Biden reduced 
the rate of uninsured Americans from 18% down to a 
record low 7.2%. In addition, insurance companies can 
no longer deny coverage to the sick and the injured. 

Due to that success, the ACA is now popular. It 
was less popular before it was implemented due to GOP 
lies. (Do you know anybody who has been killed by a 
death panel?) The most recent poll from the Kaiser 
Foundation in May indicated that the ACA has a 59% 
approval rating. 

The Biden campaign was quick to blast Trump’s 
plan to kick 40 million people off insurance. “My 
predecessor once again called for cuts that could rip 
away health insurance for tens of millions of 
Americans,” President Biden said. “They just don’t give 
up.” Speaker Emeritus Nancy Pelosi added: “The 
American people will need to know that if Donald 
Trump wins next year, he’s coming for your health 
care.” 



 

A spokesman for the Biden campaign, said in a 
statement. “He was one vote away from getting it done 
when he was president — and we should take him at 
his word that he’ll try to do it again. Donald Trump’s 
America is one where millions of people lose their 
health insurance and seniors and families across the 
country face exorbitant costs just to stay healthy. Those 
are the stakes next November.” 

Don’t believe that because the GOP failed to 
repeal the ACA in 2017 they can’t repeal it in 2025. 
Most of the moderates who opposed Trump Care were 
driven out of the party and are now gone. The 
Congressional Republicans now largely consist of 
MAGA Republicans. Currently, the so-called 
“moderates” in the GOP Congressional delegation 
always cave to the extremists. 

“So while Republican elites are deeply divided 
over Donald Trump’s personal behavior, they are 
largely united in their antipathy to the Affordable Care 
Act. Obamacare is popular, and cutting it would risk 
another white-hot political backlash. But politicians run 
for office so they can do things. And cutting or 
eliminating Obamacare is a thing nearly every 
Republican would desperately like to do.” Jonathan 
Chait. 

The Democrats should welcome a debate on the 
potential repeal of the ACA. Lest we forget, the 
Republicans’ 2017 effort to gut the ACA was a political 
disaster for the party, which Democrats took advantage 
of to take back the House majority in the 2018 midterm 
elections. 

The Republicans aren’t only talking about 
repealing the ACA, they are openly talking about cutting 
Social Security and Medicare. In addition, most 
Republicans favor a six-week abortion ban and a 
national abortion ban. I look forward to a good 
domestic debate about the future. And the GOP is on the 
wrong side of it.  

There are so many reasons why the stakes 
couldn’t be any higher in 2024. Trump is making it 
clear that he is not running for president — he is 
running for dictator. Trump has promised to prosecute 
anybody who opposes him and to deploy the military to 
arrest people who protest against him. Don’t say you 
weren’t warned. Like many aspiring dictators, Trump 
makes no secret of his authoritarian agenda. 

“Staying home in the 2024 presidential election, 
casting a protest vote for a fringe candidate or voting 
for Trump all amount to the same thing: a willingness 
to consign American democracy to the dustbin of 
history and turn over the presidency to a profoundly 
unfit, dangerous character. Voters who choose one of 
these options cannot complain if a Trump second term 
systematically shreds their cherished values and 
dismantles constitutional government.” Jennifer Rubin.  

If Trump wins, it’s over for the republic. You 
may not be happy with a choice between Biden and 
Trump. However, if Trump wins, you will never get a 
choice of any kind in future elections. 

It’s America or Trump in 2024. Choose wisely. 
 

Unions and Equality 
By John Markey  

I regularly listen to the Thom Hartmann 
program, whose host Thom is well-informed and 
progressive. On a recent episode, he had as a guest 
Mickey Huff of Project Censored. Project Censored 
promotes independent journalism and important 
stories the corporate media just won’t cover. They 
regularly release a list of the top 25 censored news 
stories. On the list for 2022-2023, story number 6 
really got my attention, titled “Unions Won More Than 
70 Percent of Their Elections in 2022, and Their 
Victories Are Being Driven by Workers of Color”.  

This story is based much on the work of Prem 
Thakker, writing for the New Republic, in an article 
titled “Workers of Color Made Up 100% of Union 
Growth in 2022”. Using Bureau of Labor Statistics data 
from 2021 to 2022, Prem shows that union workers 
increased by 200,000 despite a decrease in white 
union workers at the same time. This increase in union 
membership is largely the result of a 53% increase in 
union election petitions in 2022, the most since 2016, 
the last year of the Obama presidency. 

Prem also notes the folly of trying to separate 
social issues from kitchen table issues. Many high-
profile candidates won in 2022 without separating 
them, even in swing states. He wrote “Unionization and 
labor struggles are direct mechanisms to better 
accomplish racial and social equality; the ability for 
people to afford to live happy and dignified lives is 
inherently tied to their ability to enjoy fundamental 
social and civil rights within those lives”.  

He couldn’t be more correct. People working 
under the terms of a union agreement earn the same 
wages and benefits, regardless of race. Outside of 
unionized workplaces, though, the story is much 
different. It has been 60 years since the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act, the most important piece of social 
legislation in U. S. history, yet the racial gap in income 
and wealth persists. Many states are attacking efforts 
to close the gap with Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
programs and instilling fear in teachers who would 
teach Black history with draconian bans on CRT. I’m 
hopeful the rise in unions will bring equity to the 
American people, not by pulling down those who’ve 
reached success, which seems to be the fear of 
conservative minded people, but by lifting those who 
struggle for it. We will know America has achieved 
equality when America has achieved equity. 



 

      Climate change symposium hopes to 
lead to mitigation and prevention 
practices in Nebraska. 
Contributed by Graham Christensen from his 

interview on KETV. 

State emergency management officials said 
a brushfire burning northwest of North Platte was 
caused by mowing operations. 

The flames impacted more than 71,000 acres as on 
Tuesday morning [February 27] in Lincoln and Custer 
counties. 

Firefighters called it the "Betty's Way" fire. It 
sparked around 10:30 a.m. on Monday morning, March 
26, and spread by dry conditions and 40 mph winds. 

The fire prompted evacuations in several 
communities. Gov. Jim Pillen declared an emergency 
disaster. So far, officials say no one's been hurt. Two 
houses and several outbuildings were destroyed. 

These extreme weather events are the main 
topic of climate change symposium in Lincoln. The goal 
is to see if there are ways to reduce the damage and 
maybe even prevent some events from occurring. 

"The writing's on the wall with these kind of 
extreme climate conditions," said Graham Christensen. 

The fifth-generation producer from northeast 
Nebraska attended the first-of-its-kind symposium at 
the University of Nebraska Lincoln's East Campus. 

"We want to simply have a long-term resilient 
farm. We're fifth generation. We'd like to see this 
tradition continue on," Christensen said. He 
represented about 100 people who shared their 
personal stories and how they feel climate change 
affects their lives. 

Christensen said in the past five years since he 
and his brother took over operations, they have had a 
bomb cyclone, two derecho wind events, floods, and 
wildfires. "Now we have 80 degrees in February for the 
first time," Christensen said. 

Others like Amber Emery from NASA Earth 
Sciences Office said the home she grew up in, in 
upstate New York, was swept away by floods in 2011. 
"We had two 500-year floods five years apart," Emery 
said. 

Lauren Marolis, an Omaha resident who has an 
organic produce business, said the weather is more 
unpredictable and it’s harder to grow plants. "I feel like 
it just ramps up every single year. Now they get it's 
worse and worse," Marolis said. 

Hank Miller is the chairperson of the Nebraska 
Indian Community College program at the University. 
He said when he was a kid, he would get a drink 
straight from a well. Not anymore. "I think it's time 
that we all kind of face reality about our own actions 
and causing effects on our environment," Miller said. 

Organizers of the event received an $80,000 
grant from the University N2025 Challenges Fund. It is 
to begin conversations that will hopefully lead to 
establishing a Community Climate Resilience Institute. 

"How can we make them either less impactful?" 
said Clint Rowe, the UNL Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences chair. He pointed to data that indicates 
Nebraska's climate has warmed 1.6 degrees since 
1895, but most of that increase has come in the last 30 
years. 

"Even if you're not willing to say they're 
changing because of human activity, we have to adapt 
to it," Rowe said. 

That's what Christensen said he is trying to do 
in his operation. He said he is taking lessons from the 
past, including from Native Americans, such as 
planting windbreaks and waterways in a different 
watershed or different soil. They lost all kinds of soil," 
Christensen said. "Because we had that waterway 
buffered, we held most of the soil in place in that flood, 
where some of my farmer friends did that.” 

He said they are using drones to plant cover 
crops in corn fields in the summer. "Then we see when 
we come to the spring, we have 18 inches, 20 inches of 
a covered crop," Christensen said. He said it keeps soil 
moisture in, reduces wind and water erosion, and gives 
another crop to feed livestock. "Those animals and 
cyclical motions allow us to cut down on some of the 
fertilization expenses," Christensen said.  

He said the bottom line is: They balance the 
books. "We feel like, economically, we're taking 
positive steps as well," Christensen said. He believes 
it's protecting his way of life and maybe others’ as well. 
"We're talking about how agriculture can have a role in 
the mitigation of these climate practices," Christensen 
said.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Study: Most Billionaires Are Right Wing 
Republicans 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

 
The Ricketts family dominates Nebraska politics with its 

money. 

 

One of the common misperceptions in 
American politics is that most billionaires are 
progressive. Billionaires like Warren Buffett, Bill Gates 
and George Soros are very visible and do advocate 
policies that will benefit all Americans. In addition, 
their philanthropy reflects their progressive political 
philosophy. 

Unfortunately, appearances can be deceiving. 
The reality is that the overwhelming majority of 
American billionaires are severely conservative, and 
their charitable donations largely benefit their own 
socioeconomic class. The reality is that right wing 
billionaires deliberately keep a low profile and avoid 
the public eye. It’s a strategy that works for them — 
and against the best interests of most Americans. 

A fascinating study that was reported in The 
Guardian on October 31, 2018, exposes the reality that 
most American billionaires are extreme right wingers: 

“Our new, systematic study of the 100 
wealthiest Americans indicates that Buffett, Gates, 
Bloomberg et al are not at all typical. Most of the 
wealthiest US billionaires — who are much less visible 
and less reported on — more closely resemble Charles 
Koch. They are extremely conservative on economic 
issues. Obsessed with cutting taxes —especially estate 
taxes — which apply only to the wealthiest Americans 
opposed to government regulation of the environment 
or big banks. Unenthusiastic about government 
programs to help with jobs, incomes, healthcare, or 
retirement pensions — programs supported by large 
majorities of Americans. Tempted to cut deficits and 
shrink government by cutting or privatizing guaranteed 
social security benefits. 

The answer is simple: billionaires who favor 
unpopular, ultraconservative economic policies, and 

work actively to advance them (that is, most politically 
active billionaires) stay almost entirely silent about 
those issues in public. This is a deliberate choice. 
Billionaires have plenty of media access, but most of 
them choose not to say anything at all about the policy 
issues of the day. They deliberately pursue a strategy of 
what we call “stealth politics.” 

Most of the wealthiest U.S.  billionaires have 
made substantial financial contributions — amounting 
to hundreds of thousands of reported dollars annually, 
in addition to any undisclosed “dark money” 
contributions — to conservative Republican candidates 
and officials who favor the very unpopular step of 
cutting rather than expanding social security benefits. 
Yet, over the 10-year period we have studied, 97% of 
the wealthiest billionaires have said nothing at all about 
social security policy. 

Source: Benjamin I Page, Jason Seawright, and 
Matthew J Lacombe are (respectively) Fulcher professor of 
decision making, professor of political science, and PhD 
candidate in political science at Northwestern University. They 
are co-authors of Billionaires and Stealth Politics, 2018 with 
the University of Chicago Press.” 

Our country’s tax policies definitely reflect the 
influence of our right-wing billionaire class. 

A 2021 report from White House economists 
estimated that the wealthiest 400 billionaire families in 
America paid an average of just 8.2 percent of their 
income — including income from their wealth that goes 
largely untaxed — in Federal individual income taxes 
between 2010 and 2018. That’s a lower rate than many 
ordinary Americans pay. 

According to the GAO, the average effective tax 
rates — the percentage of income paid after tax breaks 
— among profitable large corporations fell from 16% in 
2014 to 9% in 2018. 

A study from the University of California-
Berkely concluded that in 2018, the average effective 
tax rate paid by the richest 400 families in the country 
was 23 percent, a full percentage point lower than the 
24.2 percent rate paid by the bottom half of American 
households. 

In 1980, by contrast, the 400 richest had an 
effective tax rate of 47 percent. In 1960, that rate was 
as high as 56 percent. The effective tax rate paid by the 
bottom 50 percent, by contrast, has changed little over 
time. 

In the absence of the failed George W. Bush and 
Trump tax cuts, we would have a balanced budget. We 
don’t have a spending problem — we have a revenue 
problem. “If Congress wants to decrease deficits, it 
should look first toward reversing tax cuts that largely 
benefited the wealthy, which were responsible for the 
United States’ current fiscal outlook.” The Center for 
American Progress, March 27, 2023. 



 

Apologists for the GOP billionaire class contend 
that the billionaires make up for their light tax burden 
with generous philanthropy. This talking point is as 
erroneous as the one about billionaires being 
progressive. The reality is that billionaires largely 
contribute to causes that mainly benefit themselves and 
others like them. 

“In the US, which statistics show to be the most 
philanthropic of nations, barely a fifth of the money 
donated by big givers goes to the poor. A lot goes to the 
arts, sports teams and other cultural pursuits, and half 
goes to education and healthcare.  At first glance that 
seems to fit the popular profile of ‘giving to good causes.’ 
But dig down a little. 

The biggest donations in education in 2019 
went to the elite universities and schools that the rich 
themselves had attended. 

A lot of elite philanthropy is about elite causes. 
Rather than making the world a better place, it largely 
reinforces the world as it is. Philanthropy very often 
favors the rich — and no one holds philanthropists to 
account for it.” The Guardian, September 8, 2020. 

We are in a fight for freedom against America’s 
powerful and cosseted billionaire class. “For too many 
of us the political equality we once had won was 
meaningless in the face of economic inequality. A small 
group had concentrated into their own hands an almost 
complete control over other people’s property, other 
people’s money, other people’s labor — other people’s 
lives . . .  Today we stand committed to the proposition 
that freedom is no half-and-half affair. If the average 
citizen is guaranteed equal opportunity in the polling 
place, he must have equal opportunity in the 
marketplace.”  
- Franklin D. Roosevelt, July 27, 1936. 

There are more of us than them. If we 
contribute our time, our money and votes we can break 
the power of the elite billionaire class and win back our 
freedom. Liberty, democracy, and freedom are on the 
ballot in 2024. This could be the last free election in 
American history if Trump and his willing accomplices 
in the billionaire class win the election. 

The GOP is now an authoritarian party that 
doesn’t believe in free elections. Trump economic 
adviser Stephen Moore gave away the game when he 
said, “Capitalism is a lot more important than 
democracy. I’m not even a big believer in democracy.” 
They want to create a system like the one in Hungary 
where the rules are rigged so that the GOP always wins. 

It’s America or the MAGA Republicans in 2024. 
Choose wisely. Now let’s get it done!  
 

 
   
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

                                               

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 

Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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To contribute articles of interest to Democrats, 

contact Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com  or Jim 

Johnson, jimjohnson_1958@yahoo.com.  
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