
 
 

 
 

   ABN:  19 480 316 858 
 

Seabird Rescue & Transport 

Penguin Rehab & Release is a Landcare Tasmania community group based in Burnie that operates 
the only facility in the North West of Tasmania dedicated to rehabilitating penguins, and other 
seabirds, that come into care due to illness, injury or misadventure, with the aim of preparing them for 
successful release back into the wild. 

Each year dozens of Little Penguins are rescued along the north-west coast and they, and other 
seabirds, require a specialised environment, specific equipment, and on-going care and monitoring in 
order to be successfully rehabilitated. 

Penguins, and most other seabirds are protected species and we operate under permits from Wildlife 
Services, NRE (Natural Resources & Environment). All birds come into care under a trained and 
registered Tier 5 seabird rehabilitator. 

As our focus is on care and rehabilitation, we are not specifically a rescue group, however, we 
endeavour to provide assistance whenever feasible. Rescues are often time sensitive and the more 
quickly seabirds can get into appropriate care can greatly increase their chances of full recovery.  

Therefore, in order to facilitate rescues, Penguin Rehab & Release is further developing our network 
of community members throughout the North West of Tasmania. 

Essentially, this is a phone tree - a list of contacts throughout the region who might be able to assist 
at some point with transport. It is managed largely through a messenger group set up for this 
purpose, however, some people prefer to be contacted via txt/SMS. Whenever Penguin Rehab & 
Release is notified about a penguin (or other seabird) needing rescue or transport to the facility, a 
message is sent out to everyone in this network. If anyone is available, they then respond and we will 
then contact that person by phone or Messenger to pass on the details. 

In by far the majority of cases, the bird will already be contained. If there is any indication that this is 
not the case, it will be noted in the message that goes out to the group. If it is uncontained and you 
would still like to assist, we can talk you through the process of capture and restraint, and/or try to 
organise someone else to accompany you. 

Inclusion in this network does not require anyone to commit to Penguin Rehab & Release or any 
other group or attend meetings. It is all on a voluntary basis, and every person has the right, on any 
occasion, to say “no” without explanation. 

Anyone interested in being involved in this community network is invited to contact us for more 
details. 

 

 

Kathy Grieveson 

President - Penguin Rehab & Release 

phone: 0437 565 672 

penguinrandr@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/penguinrehabandrelease 

https://www.penguinrehab.org 
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