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Introduction Introduction

“Oxford needs new 
vision and new 
leadership. Liberal 
Democrats offer 
both.” 

I am proud to present our manifesto for the City Council elections on 
May 5, leading on our three priorities: Better Transport, Better 
Environment, and Better Housing. 

We have bold and radical ideas for making our city and county fairer, 
safer and greener. Much of our politics reaches beyond the city 
boundaries: Liberal Democrats run three of Oxfordshire’s six councils, 
more than any other party. 

Only the Liberal Democrats offer a coherent vision for vital policy 
choices across our county. A vote for us in the city will help deliver 
these. Nationally, Layla Moran MP has been a tireless advocate for 
our city and led on many of the most important issues facing our 
country and world, from the plight of refugees to the quality of our 
river water.

Join us. Vote for a better Oxford on May 5. Vote Liberal Democrat

Andrew is the leader of Oxford City Lib Dems, a city 
councillor and the County Council’s cycling champion

From Andrew Gant



Improving Oxford’s Transport

Liberal Democrats in Oxford have consistently led calls for better safety 
for cyclists and pedestrians, better bus services, and sensible measures 
to manage car use. 

The Lib Dem led County Council is pedestrianising historic Broad Street, 
delivering a genuine strategy for transport in our city, helping our bus 
operators by tackling congestion, and has won the backing of government 
to become a Zero Emission city and invest in electric buses. 

Layla Moran MP has 
championed these issues in 
parliament and with 
ministers. We will support 
school streets and roll out 
the principle to all types of 
school- many Lib Dem 
councillors have been 
manning school streets since 
they began. 

Labour are all over the 
place on transport, 
contradicting their own 
manifesto and each other, 
and squabbling in public.  

Above all, their record is terrible: building a huge cheap car park at 
Westgate which sucks traffic down Botley and Abingdon Roads, wasting £5 
million of your money on an extension to Seacourt Park and Ride which 
didn’t even open, and piling cars into new developments like Oxford North 
and Barton Park, delivered with hopelessly inadequate facilities for 
cyclists, pedestrians and families. 

Labour have no plan for transport in our city. We do. 

Lib Dems are pedestrianising Broad 
Street



Liberal Democrats will deliver a comprehensive programme of greening our 
city. We will:

● deliver genuine biodiversity offsetting for new developments. 
● support modern methods of construction and higher environmental 

standards
● move away from gas boilers and car parking in new developments. 

Labour delivers concrete and cars. It prioritises the interests of big 
business and pursues the highest levels of growth at all costs. This is not 
compatible with the needs of our county and region, nor with our 
commitments on climate change. 

We want more wild & community 
spaces within Oxford, like the 
Trap Grounds Nature Reserve 

We want rivers clean enough for 
everyone to enjoy

Improving Oxford’s 
Environment



Liberal Democrats will build more housing and more affordable housing 
on sites in the city. Housing need is a crisis for society and a drain on our 
economy. We can and must do better. We must work with our partners: 
Labour is increasingly isolated in pursuing policies widely questioned by 
experts and local people

Labour prioritises employment over housing, and market housing over 
affordable housing, all served by the car. Their record of delivery is 
scandalous. When they do build it’s the wrong things in the wrong places: 
in public open spaces, on sensitive sites, 40 luxury flats at Westgate, 
actually destroying social housing in the process. Our precious Green Belt 
is effectively sacrificed, and Labour say openly they don’t care what our 
neighbours in rural districts think. Labour’s record is the exact opposite of 
what they claim.

Labour would ditch beautiful sites, like Iffley 
Meadow, for more homes few can afford.

Improving Oxford’s Housing

“This election is 
an opportunity to 
create an Oxford 
full of green, 
affordable homes. 
Don’t waste it. 
Vote Liberal 
Democrat.” 



Safer
Our student activists have 
campaigned tirelessly on late-night 
safety, drink spiking, mental health 
provision and safer cycling.

Healthier
We champion approaching drug 
abuse as a health issue, not as 
criminal. Labour rejected our call 
for greater responsiveness to 
late-night noise complaints

Kinder
Labour are bringing back dog racing 
to Oxford. Liberal Democrats have 
consistently and vociferously 
opposed it

Inclusive
We proposed a Refugee Charter of 
the kind adopted by several other 
councils, setting out our 
commitment to refugees. Labour 
refused to back our call. 

International
We’re proud we opposed Brexit lies. 
We will continue to do all we can to 
keep opportunities for education, 
trade, cultural exchange and 
tourism as open as possible

Forward-Thinking
Liberal Democrats have argued for 
council investments to move away 
from risky commercial property and 
into initiatives like renewable 
energy generation. Labour rejected 
this

Labour are destroying our city centre with the effect of Westgate. They’ve 
closed the Tourism Information Centre and failed to provide adequately for 
tourist coaches, leaving them idling dangerously in residential streets. 
Liberal Democrats will support opening our historic streets and squares for 
people, and support our tourism sector 

Labour have consistently cut public access to things like planning 
applications. When asked to support calls to lower the voting age to 16, as 
in Scotland, they mockingly said our young people would probably elect a 
hamster and a Jedi knight. We don’t agree.

We stand for an Oxford which is: 


