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Forward
Demand Better For Swale

Welcome to the Liberal Democrats' Manifesto for Swale Borough
Council and Faversham Town Council elections on May 2nd 2019.

We will seek to make the workings of the Councils more open and
ensure we hear the views of residents and respond to them in
making decisions. We aim to work to build our communities and
with local support, help those people who need our help most. We
will give a voice to the whole community and aim to get that voice
heard by Kent County Council and by the Government.

We have concentrated on developing policies and an approach in
the areas where local councillors can have a real impact.

This document gives an outline of our main policies and our
approach. The Conservatives have run Swale for too long, they have
run out of ideas and stopped listening to our community, if they ever
did. The residents of the borough deserve better, you deserve
better. Liberal Democrats  demand better. The Liberal Democrats
are the party of ideas locally and we believe we can bring the whole
community together.

Michael Henderson - Swale Borough Councillor
and Chair of Swale Liberal Democrats
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Building for the future
Demand Better Housing

The Conservatives both nationally and locally have done little to address
the country’s housing crisis beyond setting unrealistic building targets,
leaving millions across the country without a secure, affordable place to
call home.

The Liberal Democrats demand better. We want to build a fair society,
where everyone is able to afford a decent home for them and their family,
while maintaining the unique nature of  our area.

Swale Liberal Democrats believe

● Housing developments should provide for
the nature and needs of the local community.

● Housing developments should provide truly
affordable housing for local people, and
provide a suitable quantity for individuals .

● Housing developments should provide
substantial net gains for, biodiversity and the
environment by every means possible.

Swale Liberal Democrats support the concept of garden communities,
however each proposal must be judged upon its merits, with proposals
that seek early engagement and involvement of the existing communities
being favoured over others.  Any developments should encompass the
supporting Infrastructure as described above.
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Making travel easier
Demand Better Transport

Swale suffers from congestion, dangerous air quality and
inadequate transport infrastructure.

Swale Liberal Democrats will

● Continue to press for a resolution to the high levels of pollution
in Swale and in particular in Ospringe. (Supporting the building
of a bypass of the A2 at Ospringe, to relieve traffic congestion
along the A2 through Ospringe, and at the A2/A251 junction as
well, to improve air quality on Ospringe street and improve the
quality of life of residents)

● Support the completion of the Sittingbourne Northern Relief
road.

● Support the introduction of on street and off-street Electric
vehicle charging points.

● Support the provision of bus services across the borough and
look into the possibility for new routes.

● Support the reduction of traffic speeds to 20 mph in residential
areas under the “20’s Plenty” campaign.
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Giving youth a chance
Demand Better for young people

Swale Liberal Democrats will

● Seek to actively highlight positive stories around the achieve-
ments of the young.

● Push for the promotion and provision of college and vocational
courses in Swale especially in areas like construction,  and engi-
neering.

● Work with training organisations and businesses to stimulate
new apprenticeships.

● Support the expansion of secondary school places and the
commissioning of  New Primary Schools where they’re needed.

● Actively push to ensure that all recreational parks have safe and
enjoyable play facilities for all ages.

● Promote the provision of youth sport, and cooperation between
sports clubs.

● Support the provision of non-sports activities and youth clubs
for young people.

● Listen to young people, and enable them to have their say on
the things that matter to them.

Young people are often ignored by the two big parties and by wider
society often blaming young people for anti-social behaviour, while
facilities for young people are cut.

The Liberal Democrats demand better. We believe every child
deserves an excellent education, and that every young person
deserves the opportunity to thrive as part of our community.
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Building a safer community
Demand Better Policing

Swale Liberal Democrats

● Support a review of CCTV locations and monitoring.

● Support the reporting of performance on crime and behav-
iour, adopting a traffic light system highlighting both positive
and negative outcomes, seeking continuous improvement
wherever possible.

● Will push for additional policing resources to be allocated to
the borough.

● Will promote the recruitment of Special Constables.

After years of reduction in traditional crime, we have seen an
increase, particularly in violent crime, since 2015. At the same time
police forces are under pressure from reduced funding, with less
money available for the community policing we all value.
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A Greener Swale
Demand Better For Our Environment

Climate change and air pollution threaten our future – but by investing
in renewable energy and stopping the waste of energy and natural
resources, we can protect our health and the environment, and boost
the economy. Renewable energy has a big part to play in our country’s
future, but installations have to be in the right places, and of the right
format so as not to damage existing ecosystems.

Swale Liberal Democrats

● Believe solar panels belong on rooftops not local beauty spots.

● Oppose the construction of the solar power station at Cleve Hill,
instead seeking either the development of brown-field sites or
incorporating solar panels / renewable energy sources in the
large housing development projects.

● Supports the reduction of traffic speeds to 20 mph in residential
areas under the “20’s Plenty” campaign.

● Will push for real action to improve air quality across Swale.

● Will continue to work to preserve and improve biodiversity and
the natural environment throughout Swale.
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New ways of thinking
Demand Better From our Politics
Too many people feel that our political system does not work for them.
Our outdated electoral system means many citizens are left feeling that
their votes simply won't make a difference, and that politicians don't
listen to them. Swale has been dominated by the Conservative party for
many years.

Swale Liberal Democrats

● Believe that Town and Parish Councils have a key role to play in our
democracy.

● Will work cooperatively with members from all the parties and none
to achieve the best results for the people of Swale.

● Will continue to listen to your concerns, and act to make Swale
better.

Working hard for you all year round
8



Help us build a better
Swale and a Better Britain.

Beginning your membership is easy - you can get
all of the benefits by joining as a member from just
£1 a month, or you can register as a supporter for
free. Join online at www.LibDems.org.uk/joining-us

or call 020 7022 0988 phone lines are open 9am
to 6pm, Monday to Friday.

 LDSwale.Nationbuilder.com

www.LibDems.org.uk/joining-us
www.LibDems.org.uk/joining-us 
 LDSwale.Nationbuilder.com


Published and promoted by T Martin on behalf of Swale Liberal
Democrats all at 28 Buttermere Faversham ME13 8JF


