
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

MOTION PROPOSED TO SPRING CONFERENCE 2018 

HOMELESSNESS 

 
Proposed by: Cardiff & Vale of Glamorgan Liberal Democrats 
 
Conference notes: 
 

1. The number of households at risk of homelessness (‘eligible and homeless’) rose by 
57% to 10,884 in 2017. 

2. The number of people rough sleeping has increased by 10% in the last year, 
following a rise of 30% the previous year. 

3. That the introduction of universal credit is likely to increase the rates of homeless. 
38% of landlords in the UK with tenants on universal credit experienced rent arrears 
- up from 27% in 2016. 

4. That local authorities have cut funding to alcohol and substance misuse services 
over recent years. 

5. That the number of new social houses built is low and the target of 20,000 by 2021 
agreed with the Welsh Liberal Democrats is a long way from being met. 

 
Conferences believes: 
 

1. That homelessness is a societal rather than simply an individual problem - housing 
costs, wage stagnation and the unemployment rate play a role, so councils need to 
do more to prevent homelessness. 

2. That the UK Government is wrong to restrict housing benefit to 18-21 year olds. 
3. That the Supporting People Fund has supported important projects to prevent 

homelessness across Wales with one study suggesting it created savings to health, 
social care, housing and community safety of £2.30 for every £1 spent. However this 
good work is put at risk by Welsh Government plans to end the ring fencing of the 
fund. 

4. That supporting people who are rough sleeping is not only about food and shelter, 
but requires supporting them through complex situations. 

 
Conference calls on: 
 

1. The Welsh Government to retain the ring fencing of the Supporting People Fund and 
ensure it is used to prevent homelessness. 



 

 

2. The Welsh Government to introduce new legislation that repeals the Vagrants Act 
that is still used to criminalise rough sleepers and confiscate their possessions. 

3. Local authorities to expand the number of hostels and increase funding for services 
for people battling drug and alcohol addictions. We need a supportive environment 
so people can be rehabilitated and rehoused safely. 

4. Local authorities and health boards to work together to treat rough sleepers with a 
mental health condition. 

5. Local authorities to provide support to private sector landlords to encourage more of 
them to house tenants who are homeless. 

6. Local authorities, housing associations and the Welsh Government to increase the 
supply of social housing. 

 


