
 

  

 

 

 

 

SPRING CONFERENCE 2019 

Healthy Air, Healthy Wales 

Conference notes: 

A. The UK Government’s legal obligations to bring nitrogen dioxide levels within EU 

legal limits.  

B. The Welsh Government’s central role in fulfilling these obligations, reducing air 

pollution in Wales and ensuring Welsh air is as safe to breathe as possible. 

C. The £20m Welsh Government Air Quality Fund announced in April 2018. 

D. The 2018 report by the World Health Organisation (WHO) showing Cardiff, Swansea, 

Newport, Chepstow and Port Talbot all had air pollution levels close to or above 

global air pollution limits. 

E. Localised areas can also have exceptionally high levels of air pollution that aren’t 

picked up by data gathered by Defra in order meet EU rules. This includes areas like 

Hafodyrynys in Caerphilly. 

F. The need to also use council data to measure air quality across Wales and to 

highlight local pollution hotspots. 

G. That latest council data figures from 2016 show 81 out of 916 places exceeded safe 

limits for air pollution. 

H. The devastating impact air pollution can have on the health of individuals and 

public health across Wales. 

I. Public Health Wales states long-term exposure to air pollution increases 

cardiovascular and respiratory disease morbidity and mortality risks, with the main 

diseases being coronary heart disease, cerebrovascular disease and heart failure. 

J. Public Health Wales also state short-term exposure can “can trigger symptoms such 

as eye, nose and throat irritation, headaches and nausea, leading to asthma 

exacerbation, lung function effects, an increased dependency on medications and 

an increased risk of hospital admissions for cardiovascular and pulmonary 

conditions.” 

K. Public Health Wales estimates from 2017 suggesting the equivalent of 2,000 lives 

are cut short each year from air pollution. 



 

 

L. The need for a multi-faceted approach to improve air quality, including increased 

renewable energy, carbon capture, increased public transport use and active travel, 

and technological improvements to engines and factories to increase their 

efficiency and reduce their emissions.  

M. The responsibility of local authorities, Welsh Government and UK Government to 

play their part in solving this issue and working together where necessary. 

N. The establishment of the Cross-party Group on a Clean Air Act for Wales. 
 

Conference calls on Welsh Government to: 

1. Develop a comprehensive cross-governmental air quality strategy that includes: 

• An independent monitoring and assessment network; 

• A National Advisory Board on Air Quality, chaired by the relevant Welsh 

Government Minister and including experts from local government, academia, 

NGOs and relevant industries; 

• A charging Clean Air Zone (CAZ) for Cardiff and feasibility studies and 

consultations on introducing charging CAZ’s for Newport and Swansea.  

• A requirement for every local authority (in conjunction with their health board 

and public service board) to design a Clean Air Plan, based on data from the 

Independent Monitoring and Assessment Network.  

• A requirement for Strategic Development Plans, Public Service Board Well-Being 

plans and regional transport authorities to consider air quality; 

• A requirement for every local authority to develop a walking and cycling strategy 

with targets to decrease the percentage of journeys by private car; backed up by 

the necessary resources. 

2. Ensure the Clean Air Fund that provides targeted funding for local authorities where 

levels of air pollution consistently exceed or have elevated levels of air pollution. 

3. Investigate part-financing of this fund through measures like traffic charging and 

Mutual Investment Models. 

4. Improve monitoring, public awareness and public health alerts so people across 

Wales are aware of local pollution levels and the ways to minimise the impact on 

their health. 

5. Enact a Welsh Clean Air Act that would: 

• Enshrine in law WHO air quality guidelines; 

• Mandate Welsh Government to produce a statutory air quality strategy every 5 

years; 

• Provide a statutory duty on local authorities to appropriately monitor and assess 

air pollution, and take action against it; 



 

 

• Introduce a ‘right to breathe’ whereby local authorities are obliged to inform 

vulnerable groups when certain levels are breached. 
 

Conference calls on the UK Government to: 

1. Invest in renewable energy including tidal lagoons, wind power, solar power and 

community energy projects to reduce the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

2. Promote and support research into electric and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.  
 

Conference calls on the Welsh Government to: 

1. Invest in renewable energy projects under 350 MW to reduce Wales’ greenhouse 

gas emissions.  

2. Invest in green public transport to ensure developments in public transport keep 

pace with technological developments with private cars. 

 

 

 

 


