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FOREWORD
Mayor Peter Taylor
It has been a huge honour to serve as Watford’s Mayor since 2018. 
Our town came together so that we could respond to the Covid
pandemic by helping those in need, supporting the NHS and making sure
we backed local businesses. Thank you to everyone who stepped up to
help keep Watford going over the last couple of years.
I know how important it is to be accessible so that local people can
contact me about the issues that matter to them. As Mayor I will:

I want to continue working with Liberal Democrat councillors to make
Watford a better town for everyone. We must make sure that we have
excellent local services and keep council tax down. My priorities are
securing investment in new facilities at Watford General, cutting the
government’s unrealistic and unfair housing target for Watford and
tackling congestion in the town. 
Please do give us your support in the election on Thursday 5 May so that
together we can make Watford a greener, safer and even more caring
community. 

Hold regular surgeries, both online and in person, so that people can
discuss their concerns with me directly
Host regular Q&A events with other community leaders, for example
Facebook Live sessions, so that people can ask questions to me and
other local leaders
Ensure that we have a range of community forums so that we can
discuss key issues facing the town together



RECORD OF SUCCESS

17 Green Flag Parks, including Oxhey Activity Park
Fewer people sleeping rough
Introduced the popular Beryl Bike scheme
Made Watford a more dementia-friendly town
Biggest increase in recycling rates in Hertfordshire, to
over 50%
Kept increases in council tax below inflation, lowest
increase in Hertfordshire for two years running
Delivered improvements to Clarendon Road, Market St
and St Albans Road
Leisure centres that are rated ‘outstanding’
Supported the community during the Covid-19
pandemic and delivered 100,000 jabs at the Town Hall

Over the last four years, we have achieved many things
from my previous manifesto to be proud of, including:
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STANDING UP 
FOR WATFORD

We will work with West Hertfordshire Hospitals Trust to secure
investment in bigger and better facilities at Watford General. 

We will fight the unfair and unrealistic housing targets set for
Watford by central government. We must protect the character
of our town and make sure that we have the best possible
local services for local residents. 

We will do everything in our power to make sure that we have
the right homes in the right places. New properties must be
built to a high standard, in keeping with the local area,
supported by local services, have high environmental
standards and be affordable for local residents. 

Working with Hertfordshire County Council, we will press for
the disused Croxley Rail Link to be brought back into use to
improve transport links in the town. 

We will work closely with Watford Football Club so that they
can improve their stadium at Vicarage Road and remain in
Watford.

We will fight for affordable, reliable and frequent bus and rail
services for local residents. 



A GREENER TOWN
We will plant 20,000 trees, make the River Colne cleaner and more
accessible and restore the Cassiobury Park Wetlands. We will organise
regular free tree and compost giveaways for local residents. 

We will work with cycle groups and Hertfordshire County Council to
create a ‘Green Loop’ so that people can cycle or walk around the town
more easily. 

We will support more sustainable transport in Watford by increasing
the amount of secure cycle parking, encouraging the use of E-cargo
bikes and ensuring that new developments are designed to encourage
sustainable transport. 

We will make our air cleaner by installing more Electric Vehicle charging
points, creating a ‘Watford Car Club’ and by working with our taxi fleet
to increase the use of more environmentally-friendly vehicles.

We will produce an Action Plan to reduce net carbon emissions in
Watford to zero by 2030. This will include steps to better insulate local
buildings, recycle more and produce less waste, plant more trees,
change our travel patterns and generate more energy from renewable
sources. 

We will issue Local Climate Change Bonds that will raise capital to fund
specific environmental initiatives in the borough, such as solar panel
installations and electric vehicle plans. 



A CARING COMMUNITY
We will work with local charities to end rough sleeping in Watford. We will
ensure that people staying in temporary accommodation are housed in
Watford and we will build over 120 new homes for social rent, for local
families who need them the most. 

Building on the success of our Dementia-friendly town initiative and
Pensioners’ Forum, we will work to make Watford an official World Health
Organisation ‘Age-friendly city’, ensuring local services are accessible to and
inclusive of older people with varying needs and capacities.

We will create a Veterans Forum to provide support for local veterans and an
opportunity to raise issues of concern. We will ensure that the service and
sacrifice of fallen service men and women is recognised at Watford Museum. 

Loneliness, isolation and poor mental health are growing issues locally and
nationally. We will expand the council’s Healthy Hub, with a focus on mental
health and wellbeing; with a project to highlight the impact of the menopause
on mental health. 

We will ensure that support is available for Watford residents who are
digitally excluded, either through lack of access to technology or digital skills. 

Covid-19 had an impact on everyone in Watford. We will make sure that the
pandemic is remembered in our town with an appropriate memorial. We will
establish a permanent Watford Community Fund to support local good
causes and look at setting up a local lottery. 



A SAFER TOWN
Properly resourced community police officers are essential for
keeping our town safe. We will campaign for more police
officers in Watford to tackle crime and keep us safe. We will
continue to organise and promote accessible events with the
police in our communities.

Watford must be a town where everyone is safe and feels safe
too. We will work towards White Ribbon accreditation. This will
be part of our comprehensive strategy to tackle violence
against women and girls, bringing together the police, council,
businesses and other organisations in the town. 

We will tackle littering and fly-tipping by increasing the level of
enforcement and fines for these offences and piloting mobile
CCTV cameras in known hotspots. 

We will press for 20mph to be the default speed limit on
residential roads, to improve safety and encourage more
people to walk and cycle.

We will ensure that the police continue to be supported by a
network of CCTV cameras that are funded by Watford Council.
We will work with the local police and Hertfordshire Highways
to improve lighting in areas where this is identified as a priority. 



A COMPETENT COUNCIL
With the cost of living rising, we know it is essential that residents get good
value for money. We will continue to keep increases in council tax to a
minimum and below the rate of inflation.  

Watford Council now generates more income from commercial property
rents than from council tax. We will make sure that our property portfolio is
well balanced and managed prudently to generate income to support local
services. 

Watford has more Green Flag parks than any other place in Hertfordshire
and outstanding leisure centres. We will continue to invest in some of the
best parks in the country with improvements to Meriden Park and to the
facilities at Woodside Playing Fields. 

We will celebrate Watford’s heritage with a local Blue Plaque Scheme, public
art displays on the parade and by investing in an engaging and interactive
Museum that tells our town’s story. 

Community groups are so important in Watford. We will make sure that there
is appropriate space for local groups to support their activities. For example,
by completing improvements to Watford Colosseum and the Town Hall we
will open up these building for greater use by the local community, charities
and arts groups. 

Continue providing events for families such as the popular ‘Big Screen’ and
‘Big Beach’ and fireworks in Cassiobury Park.



A THRIVING LOCAL
ECONOMY

To increase Watford’s business start-ups we will create an Innovation
and Incubation Hub. This will be a vibrant place to facilitate collaboration
and innovation, with tailored, targeted business support services. 

Businesses in Watford provide jobs and support the community in many
ways. We will continue our high profile ‘Shop and Eat Local’ campaigns to
support local businesses. 

We have invested in improvements to Watford Market and will continue
to work with stall holders to support our Charter Market, including
trialling specialist markets such as vintage, vegan and farmers’ markets.  

It is important to provide young people with opportunities at the start of
their careers. We will provide apprenticeships at Watford Council and
work closely with the Watford Chamber of Commerce, West Herts
College and others to help young people find work, training and support. 

We will invest in the regeneration of Watford Business Park , Queens
Road and St Albans Road to further support local businesses.

Thousands of people travel through Watford every day to visit Harry
Potter Studios. We will work in partnership with Warner Brothers to
encourage visitors to spend more time in Watford, looking at the
possibility of new public art and other related activities to entice people
into the town centre.  


