
 

 

The Rt Hon. Michael Gove MP 

Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities 

Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities 

2 Marsham Street 

London 

SW1P 4DF 

 

30th May 2022 

Dear Mr Gove, 

 

I am writing in my capacity as Elected Mayor to ask that you review the way housing targets are set for local 

authorities and, specifically, to request a cut to the target for Watford. 

 

As I am sure you are aware, Watford is one of the smallest local authorities geographically, with just 8 square 

miles in our borough. We have the highest population density in Hertfordshire, averaging 45 people per 

hectare, compared to a 7 people per hectare average in Hertfordshire (ONS, Census 2011). If the government 

is fixed on delivering their current target of 300,000 new homes each year, this will inevitably drive up 

density in already populous areas such as Watford. 

 

I have been out talking to residents over the last few months and the most consistent topic of conversation was 

the threat of overdevelopment and high rise buildings, neither of which are wanted by most local people. Due 

to the urban nature of our borough, with little available land, meeting the target set by the government of 

almost 800 homes per year is frankly unrealistic, a belief held by all three candidates for the recent Mayoral 

election, including the Conservative candidate.  

 

In particular, it is impossible to get anywhere near meeting the target without high rise buildings of the kind 

that may be common in the centre of London, but which are less appropriate for a Hertfordshire town. 

 

I would ask that the housing targets set by government are reviewed in light of the existing density of housing 

and population of each area. In addition, targets should also take account of the availability of land for 

development otherwise the only way to meet them is through high rise buildings that are out of character with 

the area. If these criteria were added to the National Planning Policy Framework, councils would be more able 

to challenge housing targets when agreeing Local Plans.  

 

I would welcome a meeting with you to discuss our unique situation in Watford and how we may come to a 

solution which benefits the local residents. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Peter Taylor 

Elected Mayor of Watford 


