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What is the Labor Environment Action Network? 

The Labor Environment Action Network (LEAN) is a group of Labor members and supporters that works to 

influence environmental policy making within the Australian Labor Party. 

LEAN commends the Government for establishing the Powering the Regions Fund (PRF) with its strong focus 

on supporting both the decarbonisation of existing industries and the creation of new clean energy industries 

in regional Australia. Establishing competitive sustainable industries is essential for Australia to secure an edge 

in global markets and create secure, well-paid jobs in regional areas.   

 

This submission does not address the mechanics of the PRF but instead addresses two specific points and 

proposes the fund consider a couple of important regional decarbonisation and jobs opportunities.  

Regional Communities and transition  
LEAN has significant experience of working in regional communities, particularly the Hunter which is set to be 

deeply impacted by the transition. The imperative of building place-based expertise and capacity in these 

communities cannot be overstated. There is no silver bullet or magic solution to ensuring regions survive and 

thrive through major economic change. The Hunter Jobs Alliance is the regional entity that LEAN and the 

AMWU founded to build regional capacity to address the transition. We support Hunter Jobs Alliance’s 

submission.  

Objective 4: Buying Carbon Credits  
LEAN strongly endorses the need for the Commonwealth to maintain significant capacity to buy carbon credits. 

This will be an important tool in managing a new market, supporting innovation including stacking of co-

benefits, particularly biodiversity and is a potential source of recyclable revenue as credits can be on-sold.  

Two key regional decarbonisation opportunities 
This submission does not address the mechanics of the PRF but instead strongly recommends that the fund 

consider a couple of important regional decarbonisation opportunities. 

1. Electrification of appliance manufacturers to retain jobs, manufacturing capabilities and enable 

household electrification 

Electrifying Australia’s households is an essential task in meeting our emission reduction goals. Households 

produce 11% of Australia’s GHG emissions, and the State and Federal Governments are committed to assisting 

this shift across the country’s nine million households.  



 

LEAN recommends the PRF include a focus on the electrification of the appliance manufacturing sector in 

order to retain the 5,000 existing appliance manufacturing jobs and the more than 36,000 jobs which depend 

on the sector1.  

A number of these operations are regional: Seeley International employ an estimated 120 people in Albury 

Wodonga; Dux Manufacturing, 100 in Moss Vale; and, IXL Group 30 in Geelong. A specific focus on appliance 

electrification will enable Australia to upgrade the nation’s 30 plus appliance manufacturing factories so they 

produce the high efficiency electric appliances local and global consumers are demanding.  

Setting appliance electrification as a clear investment priority will also help attract new manufacturers to open 

facilities to capitalise on growing demand for heat-pumps and induction cooktops. Investing in local facilities 

will ensure Australia stays abreast of the latest technology, will mitigate ongoing supply chain backlogs and 

ensure Australian householders can access the technology they need to get off gas and cut living expenses.  

A dedicated PRF investment stream to upgrade local facilities will complement regulatory efforts to increase 

energy efficiency standards and mitigate the risk of manufacturers relocating offshore.  Under the last 

government increased efficiency standards led to off-shoring. This will help retain existing manufacturing 

capabilities and regional manufacturing jobs.  

LEAN and the AMWU are proposing that electrification of the 400,000 public and social housing units could be 

prioritised, delivering cost of living relief to the most vulnerable and if married to procurement obligations 

provide the guaranteed supply to further incentivise modernisation and expansion of a decarbonised 

appliance manufacturing sector.  

While LEAN’s focus is the manufacture of highly efficient, electrical household appliances, there is also 

significant opportunity to improve efficiency and competitiveness in the broader equipment manufacturing 

sector – especially items such as truck trailers, pumps, conveyors, and boilers – as Australia shifts its 

manufacturing base to capitalise on the zero-emissions paradigm shift. 

2. Creating regional jobs and opportunity based on building a globally leading land sector carbon 

industry.  

The Government is yet to set out its land sector strategy for reducing and sequestering carbon pollution. The 

land sector is responsible for 16% of Australia’s carbon emissions and with ecosystem restoration the only 

proven carbon draw-down technology, support for this industry is an essential aspect of our climate change 

response. Already increasing demand for ACCUs is driving activity in the sector.  

Australia has many natural advantages in building a globally significant land carbon sink at scale. We need to 

innovate in funding models for protecting land carbon and biodiversity.  

This industry is 100% regionally based. Its development should be backed by a proper industry plan to build 

highly skilled local expertise, planning that identifies priorities for investment and regional delivery of skills and 

training. 

2a. Supporting the expansion of the plantation sector, ending native forest logging and increasing the timber 

industry’s sophistication by value adding.  

In order to deliver on its climate change and biodiversity commitments, the Australian Government must shift 

the timber industry to 100% plantation timber and end native forest logging, during this term of parliament. 

Ending native forest logging is the single most important measure to address the extinction crisis and save an 

average 15.5 million tonnes of CO2e from being emitted each year.2 

 
1 Calculated using the Economic Policy Institute’s jobs multiplier for durable manufactured goods. See - 

https://www.epi.org/publication/updated-employment-multipliers-for-the-u-s-economy/ 
 
2 ANU, https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7940088/this-is-the-only-way-australia-can-meet-its-net-zero-targets/  

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7940088/this-is-the-only-way-australia-can-meet-its-net-zero-targets/


 

This transition will require significant investment to establish plantations to replace native forests (88% of all 

timber production already comes from plantations3) and to shift the industry from a low value, low 

profitability sector to a secure, plantation based, high value add industry. A large proportion of our plantation 

estate delivers pulp for paper and cardboard, we need to expand the percentage of industry that requires 

higher value processing. This will include innovation to address substitution of the small volume of high value 

products delivered by the native forest sector.  

Doing so will create significant regional employment and industrial expansion opportunities. 

2b. Supporting the establishment of a globally significant land sector carbon sink – protecting, managing and 

restoring landscapes 

The PRF should play an integral role, with other parts of government, in the transition from climate negative 

land management to climate positive by investing in advanced technology solutions to remotely manage and 

restore large land areas. Australia can build a globally significant land carbon sink, which, as the world moves 

to net zero emissions, has the potential to be a significant export industry employing thousands in regional 

Australia.  

Forest management and restoration is a major growth sector for Australia and has the potential to create 

18,600 new jobs in regional and rural areas.4 The future of the industry will be increasingly high tech and 

presents a growth and export opportunity through the development of advanced technology solutions to 

remotely manage and restore large land areas. Australia’s remaining forests store 22 billion tonnes of carbon 

and require increasingly sophisticated management to track carbon retention and enable Australia to meet its 

climate commitments.  

Additionally, at least 13 million hectares of degraded land will need to be restored over the next 30 years and 

requires a step change for the industry from current volunteer and labour-intensive models for propagation, 

planting and feral pest management to the development and deployment of sophisticated technology that will 

define the future of forest management and regeneration.  

Forest protection and regeneration provide a viable and proven investment pathway to reduce emissions in 

the hard to abate agriculture and land use sectors and create long term regional jobs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on this unique opportunity to support regional Australia’s 

contribution to emissions reduction goals through the decarbonisation of existing industries and the creation 

of new clean energy industries and good quality jobs.  

 

 

Felicity Wade, National Co-Convenor 

Labor Environment Action Network Australia 

Feb 2, 2023 

 
3 Australian forest and wood products statistics - March and June Quarters 2022, ABARES 
4 Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 2018, Growing a better Australia – A billion trees for jobs and growth, 

Canberra. CC BY 4.0. ISBN 978-1-76003-174-9 (printed), https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-
land/forestry/publications/growing-better-australia 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/forestry/publications/growing-better-australia
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/forestry/publications/growing-better-australia

