
FACT SHEET 3: What should we do about this?

Shift to 100% plantation timber, ending native forest logging in this term of government

Key messages

● Native forest logging is a significant source of greenhouse gas emissions. It is also a
significant driver of extinctions.

● Most of the timber from native forest logging does not end up in long-life high value
products that will continue to store carbon (such as furniture), but ends up either
decaying on the forest floor (up to 60%), or converted into low value like paper that
release carbon after decaying, typically within two years of harvesting.

● Native forest logging is already in decline. It has been losing money (including many
millions of dollars of public money from State governments) for years. The Government
has a choice of either allowing it to decline, along with the jobs and communities that
have depended on it, or taking positive steps to find alternative employment and income
opportunities for those workers and communities.

● Stopping native forest logging does not mean ending logging. Around 88% of Australia’s
timber comes from plantations. These will need to be significantly expanded to secure
supply as native forest logging decreases.

● Ending logging in native forests also doesn’t mean the end of native forestry.
Conservation and protection of biodiversity is labour-intensive, and the jobs created will
be in the regions.

● Australia’s native forests are worth far more for their carbon storage and biodiversity
than for the low-value timber products from logging. A tonne of carbon in the EU
attracted an average price of $123 in 2022. The equivalent price for a cubic metre of
Australian native forest timber (which stores around a tonne of carbon) was $95.



Native forest logging is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions.

Recent research shows ending logging of native forests could save around 9 million tonnes of
carbon emissions every year.1 This doesn’t even include the carbon that continuing healthy
native forest ecosystems will draw out of the atmosphere.

But isn’t the carbon in the logs stored in the products made from the timber?

1Sanger J, The Carbon Benefit from Protecting Australia’s Public Native Forests, sourced at
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7031078401469800448/
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Certainly the timber from native forestry that ends up in long term products like rocking horses
or floor boards store that carbon for the lifetime of the item. However very little of what is logged
ends up in these types of products.

Up to 60% of woody biomass - that is the carbon store -  is left to decay on the forest floor after
logging, releasing its carbon into the atmosphere.

Recent estimates suggest only around 6% ends up as engineered timber or sawn timber (for
high value uses).2 The key uses for native forests are paper and cardboard, pallets and power
poles. None of these are high value uses. Paper products have on average a very short lifetime,
measured in months. As they are discarded the carbon is re-released into the atmosphere.

The calculation that 9 million tonnes of emissions per year can be saved from ending native
forest logging, takes into account all these issues.

Native forest logging is in decline

Logging of Australia’s native forests has for many years been a sensitive issue within the
community and in the Australian Labor Party. But the industry is now in serious decline.

Logging has been a proud industry employing Australian workers and supporting regional
communities. But with carbon now a globally significant commodity and with native forest
logging in decline, the responsible path for the Australian Government is to support the industry
and its workers to shift to a carbon positive footing.

Most Australian timber already comes from plantations

Ending native forest logging does not mean ending logging in Australia.

88% of the wood produced in Australia already comes from plantations - both hardwood (eg
eucalypts) and softwood (eg pine).3 And most native forest logs harvested end up in low value
products such as paper, cardboard and pallets.4

The table below shows the percentage of each state’s industry that comes from native forests.
The figures are from the March and June quarters of 2022.5 There is significant variation by
state.

5 The figures are derived from the dashboard information available on Australian forest and wood products statistics, March and
June quarters 2022, ABARES, Australian Government Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry,
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics

4 Keith, H et al. (2015), Under what circumstances do wood products from native forests benefit climate change mitigation?. PLoS
One, 10:e0139640

3 State of the Forests 2018, ABARES, p 15

2 Sanger, J. (2022) Tasmania’s Forest Carbon: From Emissions Disaster to Climate Solution, The Tree Projects,
https://www.thetreeprojects.com/forestcarbon

LEAN fact sheets, Climate, clearing (and logging) and cows, February 2023
3

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics
https://www.thetreeprojects.com/forestcarbon


Tasmania
24.5% native forest

NSW*
6% native forest

WA
12% native forests

National Totals
Native forest  12%
Hardwood Plantation 26%
Softwood Plantation 62%Victoria

14% native forest
Queensland
11% native forests

SA
0% native forests

*This figure reflects the impact of the Black Summer bushfires

Ending logging of native forests doesn’t mean ending logging in Australia. The previous
government’s Growing A Better Australia Plan proposed planting a billion new plantation trees,
which it estimated would create 1800 new jobs each year in the regions.6 Moving to 100%
plantation timber will require planting trees on this scale in order to meet our need for timber. In
the October 2022 budget, the Albanese Labor Government allocated $86.2 million in grants for
new plantations for the 5 years from 2022-23.7

Nor does ending logging in native forests mean ending all jobs in native forestry: conservation,
expansion and maintenance of native ecosystems is labour-intensive and will create skilled
jobs. These jobs will be in the regions, where the forests and natural environment are.

Native forest logging is driving extinctions

Australia is in the midst of an extinction crisis and the Regional Forestry Agreements -  the
agreements between state and federal governments that regulate native forest logging and
were supposed to protect threatened species - are failing. These agreements are about 20
years old and have not been updated to recognise climate change or the rise in extinctions that
native forests logging is driving. The Victorian Supreme Court recently recognised this in a
judgement that ordered VicForests to stop logging until it had taken measures to protect the
threatened greater glider and yellow-bellied glider, including buffer zones around habitat.8 The
courts will not support continued logging that fails to deliver the legal requirement to protect
threatened species. Australia’s iconic koala is listed as endangered from logging and land
clearing in NSW, Queensland and the ACT.9

To deliver on its commitment to end extinctions, the Government needs to end the loss of key
habitat for endangered species. This will require the end of native forest logging.

Native forest logging has been losing money for many years

9 Koala listing under national environment law, Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and
Water, 15 November 2022, https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/species/koala

8 Readfearn, Graeme, Victorian state logging company failed to protect threatened gliders, court finds, The Guardian Australia, 4
November 2022,
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/04/victorian-state-logging-company-failed-to-protect-threatened-gliders-court-fin
ds

7 Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Budget October 2022-23, Investing in the future of our
forest industries, https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/forestry

6 Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 2018, Growing a better Australia – A billion trees for jobs and growth, Canberra.
CC BY 4.0. ISBN 978-1-76003-174-9 (printed),
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/forestry/publications/growing-better-australia
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This is why the WA government has committed to ending it by 2024, to be replaced by an
expansion of plantation timber. The Victorian Parliamentary Budget Office found the state would
be $190 million better off between 2020 and 2030 without native forest logging.10 The Victorian
government has committed to phasing out native forest logging between 2024 and 2030, and
has allocated $200 million to the transition, including support for workers and communities to
transition.11 The Forestry Corporation of NSW reported revenue $28 million less than
expenditure in 2020-21.12

We need to use our forests for a new more valuable commodity than timber

The economic value of land carbon is greater than the economic value of forests for wood chips
and paper production, even at low carbon prices.13

Australia’s native forest products were worth around $95 per cubic metre in 2022.14 Using a rule
of thumb where a cubic metre of timber represents about 1 tonne of CO2

15 means that
Australian timber products are worth about $95 per tonne of CO2. This is a significant
under-estimate of the carbon value of the original forest, since so much of the woody biomass
(and hence embedded carbon) is wasted.

The EU’s current price on carbon averaged around €80,16 or around $123 per tonne. This
suggests that European companies might pay significantly more for keeping our native forests
intact as a carbon store than we get for the timber produced by cutting them down.

Questions you may be asked about ending native forest logging

What about the jobs?

Most jobs in forestry in Australia are in the plantation sector. It is difficult to determine exactly
what the split is, as government figures aggregate all forestry employment. Latest figures report
that 8 984 people are employed in both the native forest and plantation sectors.  Since native
forest logging accounts for around 15% of the value of Australian timber products (around 12%
by volume),17 an 85/15 employment split suggests around 1100 jobs in native forest logging.18

18 State of the Forest 2018, ABARES p 433.

17 Australian forest and wood products statistics, March and June quarters 2022, ABARES, Australian Government Department of
Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry,
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics

16 European Union Emissions Trading Scheme (EU-ETS) carbon pricing in 2022,
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1322214/carbon-prices-european-union-emission-trading-scheme/

15 WoodDays, Wood and Climate, https://www.wooddays.eu/en/woodclimate/index.html

14 Australian forest and wood products statistics, March and June quarters 2022, ABARES, Australian Government Department of
Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry,
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics

13 Lindenmayer, D et al, Stopping native forest logging is the only way to meet our net zero targets, Canberra Times, 14 October
2022, https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7940088/this-is-the-only-way-australia-can-meet-its-net-zero-targets/

12 Forestry Corporation of NSW, Annual Report 2020-21,
https://www.forestrycorporation.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/1376877/forestry-corporation-annual-report-2020-21.PDF

11 Victoria State Government, Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions, 2021, Victoria Forestry Plan,
https://djsir.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/2042040/13318-VIC-Forestry-Plan_V2_FA_WEB.pdf

10 Parliamentary budget office Victoria, Policy costing, End native forest logging, https://pbo.vic.gov.au/response/652
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These jobs are important, particularly in their regional communities. The uncertainty in Victoria’s
native logging industry recently led to the announcement that Reflex paper will close their
operation at the Maryvale timber mill in Victoria, this will result in the loss of an estimated 200
jobs.19 Delay in addressing challenges in the industry creates a devastating human toll, as
commercial decisions are made. We owe it to native forest workers to transition them to a more
sustainable employment path. Their skills will be needed in both an expanded plantation forestry
industry, and in a land carbon industry. Forest conservation is labour intensive as land will need
to be actively cared for and their carbon stores protected. The alternative is to see these jobs
disappear without a planned transition to new employment.

Plantations are much more labour intensive than native forest logging. And the ability to create
value adding opportunities is much easier as the types of trees grown and timelines of
plantations can be chosen to support industry.

If we monetise the carbon emission savings in native forests, some of that funding will support
shifting logging contractors into forest managers. Logging contractors are experts in the bush
and most love working with trees. These workers can readily shift to management of the carbon
asset, as there will have to be intensive on-going management of these forests as they
regenerate, including fire management.

What are we going to do to replace the native forest timber? Won’t the industry just relocate to
other countries, like Indonesia and PNG?

Federal and state governments will need to work together and with industry to expand the
plantation timber industry in Australia.

In 2017/18, Australia produced 32.9 million cubic metres of timber20 whilst overall
domestic consumption was 21.7 million cubic metres. So there is plenty of wood supply to
ensure we remain self-sufficient on key timber uses. (Noting we already import quite significant
amounts of timber for uses our trees are not suited for)

Currently there are three categories of native forest wood products:
1. Structural timbers – trusses and framing, joists, & beams.
2. Appearance timbers – flooring, mouldings, stairs, rails, balustrades, & wall linings.
3. Low grade products – pellets, fencing, landscaping, and power poles; wood chips for

export and for paper and cardboard manufacture.

To replace the products currently made from native forest timber will require better utilisation of
plantation timbers, substitution with recycled wood and non-wood sources, and some imports.

20 ABARES (2022), Australian forest and wood products statistics - March and June quarters 2022, data
visualisation Power BI dashboard:
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/researchtopics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics

19 ABC, Maryvale paper producing plant to close with loss of up to 200 jobs,
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-14/white-paper-production-stops-maryvale-paper-mill/101973646
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For instance, pallets for the transport of all sorts of goods are a major use of our native forests.
Pallets can be made from recycled plastic - with such a backlog of plastics needing recycling,
what a great new industry and circular economy opportunity for Australia!

To ensure we do not support increased destruction of tropical forests in other countries, the land
sector carbon plan will need to include strong and improved regulations on import timbers. The
Labor Government has signalled making climate change a leading priority in our relations with
regional partners in the Indo-Pacific. This program must include support to protect the region’s
tropical forests, which are some of the most significant in the world.
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