Constituency Profile   North East Somerset.
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1. Introduction

With a strong and growing Liberal Democrat local government base, North East Somerset is looking for a committed Prospective Parliamentary Candidate.   The challenge is to defeat the prominent current MP Jacob Rees-Mogg.   This is a great opportunity for an inspiring team leader and campaigner to work with our enthusiastic local membership, staff, councillors and volunteers.

The constituency includes three main towns Keynsham  (estimated population 16,000) Midsomer Norton (13,000) and Radstock (10,000).  There are 65 villages listed in the constituency of varying sizes.  The full list is available here.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_East_Somerset_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
The area is semi-rural/ semi urban on the edge of Bristol and Bath.  
In 2019 at the last General Election the electorate was 73,692.

The constituency is part of Bath and North East Somerset council, a unitary authority run by the Liberal Democrats. The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) has responsibility for strategic decision on transport, housing, business, jobs and the economy.    WECA includes Bristol, Bath and NE Somerset and South Gloucestershire.
There are also parish and town councils covering many of the villages and towns in NE Somerset.

Proposals by the Boundary Commission include a new constituency of Keynsham and NE Somerset.  Details of the proposals are at the end of this profile.  The majority of the wards will be in the existing NE Somerset seat so it is likely that the candidate for NE Somerset will become the PPC for the new boundaries.

2. Election Results  
In the 2019 General Election a strong campaign was run in NE Somerset with a resulting increase in our vote share.  Over 250 Lib Dem volunteers enthusiastically helped our candidate and remain committed to overturning the present MP Jacob Rees-Mogg.  There was only a small majority in favour of leaving the EU in the referendum and the Liberal Democrats were able to significantly increase our vote share in the General Election.  

Results for each party with number of votes, percentage share of the vote and changes since last election.  The turnout was 76.4%
	Candidate
	Party
	Votes
	Vote (%)
	Change (%)

	Jacob Rees-Mogg 
	Con
	28,360
	50.4
	-3.3

	Mark Huband 
	Lab
	13,631
	24.2
	-10.5

	Nick Coates 
	LD
	12,422
	22.1
	13.8

	Fay Whitfield *
	Green
	1,423
	2.5
	0.2

	Shaun Hughes *
	Ind
	472
	0.8
	-0.2



EU Referendum result
EU referendum vote  51.63 % Leave   48.37% remain  ( Estimated results based on the Hanratty model, sourced from Wikipedia )  

Councillors in NES
In 2019 11 Lib Dem Councillors were elected in 7 wards of the constituency
In 2023 the number of targeted seats will increase.  We plan to elect 20 Councillors in 10 – 12 wards in NE Somerset.
Overall the Lib Dems are the majority party in BANES with 35 seats, Conservatives have 11,  Labour 5, Greens 1 and 7 Independent. 

WECA election 2021
Dan Norris Labour, won the mayoral election in 2021.  

3. BANES Economic Strategy
In 2014 Bath and NE Somerset Council  ( BANES) reviewed its economic strategy for the area for the period from 2014 to 2030.  
Some key points include:
Manufacturing employment in the Somer Valley area of NE Somerset is 20% compared with 5% in BANES
Low level of employment in Farming and fishing with the expectation that this would fall further in this period.
There is a high level of employment in the public sector with many low paid jobs across BANES.
The priority sectors for employment in BANES at 2014 were:

	Tourism / Leisure / Arts & Culture 
	10,300 

	Retail 
	10,200 

	Health & Well-being 
	11,100 

	Financial & Professional Business Services 
	8,500 

	ICT / Creative & Digital 
	5,800 

	Advanced Engineering & Electronics 
	2,700 

	Environment & Low Carbon 
	1,300 




The table below shows predictions for employment growth across BANES.

	MEASURE 
	BASELINE 2010 
	TARGET 2030 
	SOURCE 

	BUSINESS 
	
	
	

	Number of jobs in the Priority Sectors 
	50,400 
	61,900 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 

	Average GVA per worker 
	39,000 
	66,000 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 

	PLACE 
	
	
	

	Number of jobs in B&NES 
	88,800 
	100,300 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 

	Number of jobs in Bath 
	60,300 
	68,100 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 

	Number of jobs in the Market Towns 
	16,900 
	19,800 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 

	PEOPLE 
	
	
	

	Average annual income per employee 
	27,000 
	41,000 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 

	Number of jobs in the Core Sectors 
	44,300 
	53,700 
	Oxford Economics 2010 - 2030 




https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/current_economic_strategy_doc_10022015.pdf

4. Office of National Statistics data on education and income levels
The 2021 census data is available on this link.  
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/wpca/1929380157/report.aspx?town=North%20east%20Somerset
Employment levels in the constituency are high and most employment is in micro sized enterprises.  Qualification levels are above both the national and South West region average.

5. Members and staff
The local party employs two staff members and we hope to add to this team for the run up to the local elections in 2023.    The two constituencies work together to give help to targeted seats and ensure the best possible results.  In 2019,  250 volunteers helped in North East Somerset,.  There is an active local party for Bath and NE Somerset and fund-raising is an important function.

6. Priorities for the constituency 
Priorities for the constituency for the Liberal Democrats include:
· Creating more green sustainable travel links to Bath and Bristol from NE Somerset
· Improving rural internet connectivity
· Achieving BANES 2030 Net Zero Target including opposition to the expansion of Bristol Airport
· Building more affordable homes in the right locations
· Investing in town centres
· Keeping rural buses.

The 2019 local manifesto is included in the pack along with a leaflet on local priorities from the last General Election.


7. Probable boundary changes in July 2023.  
The boundary commission has consulted on possible boundary changes in the South West and these include changes to the NE Somerset Seat.  It will be renamed Keynsham and NE Somerset and include four wards from South Gloucestershire.   
The Liberal Democrats have 6 Councillors on Bath and NE Somerset Council from this area. We are also expect to win a few more seats in the local elections in May 2022.   The South Gloucestershire  wards are all held by Conservative Councillors.  Liberal Democrats in South Gloucestershire have increased their representation to 19 Councillors with potential to increase the Lib Dem vote in the wards coming into the constituency.  The results of the 2019 local elections in these wards show that the Conservatives only achieved 16% of the possible vote in Hanham ranging to 30% in Longwell Green, turn outs were very low.

It is proposed that Midsomer Norton, Radstock, Peasedown and Bathavon South and North will all be moved out of the seat – they include 5 Lib Dem Councillors, 3 Labour Councillors, 3 Independents and 3 Conservatives.
 To see full information on these changes please go to the boundary commission web site.

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/south-west/
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