
Welcome to our 
All School Celebrating 
Black Voices and Literature



Welcome…

Onyka Gairey
Linden Alumni
Class of 2012 

Dr. Jill Andrew, MPP
Toronto St. Paul’s

Staff, Faculty, and Students
Reading from a variety of Black 
voices and literature.

Listeners, Change-Makers, and 
Reflectors
Please complete your postcard 
reflecting on a piece of work that 
resonates with you.

MC Guest Reader

Linden Readers Linden Community



1st
Get your pens, 

pencils, and markers 
ready…

2nd
How does the reading made 

you feel? 
What stood out? 

What images come to mind?

3rd

Submit the postcard 
to your teacher at 

the end of All School

Draw…
Write…

Record…
On the postcard

Sign and submit 
your work

(initials are fine)

to take note of the 
reading’s

Title and Author 
that stands out to 

you…

Your task…



To start, we will listen to spoken-word poetry entitled, 
What does History Sound Like by Hannah Flores 

(an 18 year old award-winning Canadian spoken word artist, filmmaker and podcast host).

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_jDcg5pg0E


Onyka Gairey
Alumna, Class of 2012

Reading from their own work…

Old Song



1) We're Rooted Here and They Can't 
Pull Us Up: Essays in African 
Canadian Women's History edited 
by Peggy Bristow, Coordinator, 
Dionne Brand, Linda Carty, Afua P. 
Cooper, Sylvia Hamilton, and 
Adrienne Shadd 

Dr. Jill Andrew, reading…

2) Make the World New, The 
Poetry of Lillian Allen? by Lillian 
Allen



Aisha Boubacar
Reading from her book

Crowned in Curls



Grade 6 Students 

Addie: 
excerpt from The Hill We Climb 
by Amanda Gorman
Maho & Bella: Tsunami 
by Zetta Elliott 
(from the book Say Her Name)
Quinn & Gilly: 
The Miracle of Morning 
by Amanda Gorman



Tonja reading: 
The Talk

A poem by Samnae Brown 
(a Grade 6 student from the United States)



Melody and Grade 
5 Students 
reading…
Poems about 
Black Canadians



Trailblazers
The Black Pioneers Who Have Shaped Canada

By Tiyahna Ridley-Padmore & Merryl-Royce Ndema Moussa

Read by the Grade Fives & Melody



Trailblazer
Definition: A trailblazer is somebody who leads the way and creates new 
paths that others can follow. Trailblazers are people who have made the 
world a better place by identifying where change is needed and taking 

action.



Mary Ann Shadd Cary

Mary Ann was the first Black 
female newspaper publisher 
in North America. She used 
her newspaper, The Provincial 
Freeman, to share 
information about the Black 
community’s achievements 
and post tips for freedom 
seekers. Mary Ann also 
established a school that 
children of all races could 
attend. 

Read by Lizzie & Shay



Viola Desmond

Viola was a businesswoman and 
civil rights activist. One day, 
Viola went to a movie theatre in 
Nova Scotia. She was told that 
she had to sit in a different 
section because of the colour 
of her skin. She refused and 
took a seat in the section 
reserved for White customers. 
Viola was arrested and sent to 
jail. Her story got a lot of 
attention. It led to a new law 
that made racial segregation 
illegal in the province.

Read by Nora, Jennelle, and Kelsea



Violet King Henry

At a time when it was 
extremely difficult for White 
women to become lawyers 
and almost impossible for 
Black women, Violet became 
Canada’s first Black female 
lawyer. She spent her career 
removing barriers that 
people, especially Black 
women, faced in getting jobs 
and becoming Canadian 
citizens. 

Read by Linda & Kai



Thanks for listening!



Grade 7s with Eliza reading 
Brilliant Quotations of 

Zora Neale Hurston  



Grade 9 French Students 
reading…

“Explique-Moi” 
by Josiane Ménard



Explique-Moi by Josiane Ménard 
Translated from French by Coco and the Grade 9 French Class 

Josiane Ménard is a woman of many talents, a poet, 
freelance writer, and school psychoeducational counselor.

This poem, through Josiane’s lens as une femme Noire, speaks 
to the relatable feeling, regardless of the intersections of 
your identity, of having your experiences explained to you 

(and minimised!) by someone who does understand them.

We hope you keep it in mind next time you find yourself in 
that frustrating position, and that you think back to it 

before you tell someone how they should feel instead of 
listening when they tell you how they are feeling.

Josiane Ménard



Je t’en prie 

Explique-moi ce que je vis.
Je t’écouterai me parler

De ma paranoïa sans broncher.

Perds patience encore une fois
Car je rejette ton point de vue
Sur un sujet que tu ne maîtrises 

pas.

Explique-moi.

Please, go ahead…

Explain what I’m living to me.
I will listen to you tell me 

All about my paranoia without 
flinching.

Lose patience again
Because I reject your point of view 

On a subject that you don’t 
understand.

…explain it to me.



Grade 12 students, 
Maya and Ady reading 
an excerpt from 
bell hooks’ essay 
“Come Closer to 
Feminism”  



Caroline, grade 11 student, reading 
the poem, 
On Liberty and Slavery 
by George Moses Horton  



Tara, Principal, reading an excerpt from 
Toni Morrison’s work



Thank you! Onyka Gairey 
Dr. Jill Andrew, MPP
All our readers
And to our Linden 
Community (shout out to Jean)

Please keep this slide for attribution


