
 
 

 
 
Kia ora candidate 
Congratulations on putting yourself forward for election to the Wellington City Council.   
 
LIVE WELLington is a group that champions density done well.  We recognise that Wellington needs 
to change to accommodate more people and to respond to climate change, but we believe it can be 
done in ways that still retain the best aspects of what we value about Wellington, including our 
character and heritage precincts.  
  
More information about us is available on our website: livewellington.org 
 
You will be aware the council has been reviewing the District Plan, which will significantly change 
the shape of Wellington over the next 10-20 years.  In addition, the Let’s Get Wellington Moving 
programme will see big changes to some of our neighbourhoods and town centres. 
 
We are interested in your views on some key issues to do with urban form.  These are questions we 
asked the general public earlier in the year as part of a survey, and we’d be keen to see how your 
answers compare. 
 
 
 
Important issues facing Wellington City 
Q1 This question is about housing density. That is, increasing the number of dwellings in an area, usually 

by removing stand-alone houses and replacing them with apartments, townhouses or terraced housing. 
 
Which one of the following best describes your view on housing density? 
 

1 I support greater housing density as long as it is subject to planning rules which 
support good urban design and allows some protection for the amenity of 
neighbours, e.g. sunlight access and privacy  

2 ..... I support greater housing density but it’s better to leave it to developers and land 
owners to determine how it should turn out – the fewer controls the better 

3 ..... I don’t support more housing density in Wellington 
4 ..... Don’t know 

Q2 In your view, how should Wellington ideally find the room for new housing. Please select one of the 
following. 

 
1 Make use of under-utilised land in the central city (e.g. car yards and car parks) 
2 Demolish heritage houses in the inner city suburbs to make way for townhouses and 

apartments 
3 ..... Allow more in-fill housing in the outer suburbs 
4 ..... Greenfields developments on the edge of the city 
5 ..... Don’t know 

Q3 Now we have some questions about Wellington City’s character areas (e.g. parts of Thorndon, 
Newtown, Mt Cook, Aro Valley and Mount Victoria, made up of mainly Victorian-era wooden houses). 
 



Which one of the following best describes your view about these suburbs?  
 

1 Wellington’s character suburbs add a lot to Wellington’s identity and we should try 
and protect them as much as possible 

2 ..... I don’t care about character and heritage, and I don’t mind if protections for 
character and heritage are removed  

3 ..... I would like a careful balance between freeing up more room for intensification and 
protecting character suburbs from destruction 

4 ..... Don’t know 
 
 

Q4 Until recently, character areas of Wellington were protected by a ‘pre-1930s demolition rule’ that meant 
a resource consent is needed to demolish houses built before 1930. 
 
The proposed district plan that was notified in July proposes to remove around 71% of this 
protection from Wellington’s inner-city suburbs, making it easier to knock down character and 
heritage houses. Where this protection is removed, dwellings of up to 6 stories high will be able 
to be built without a resource consent in Thorndon, Mt Cook, Aro Valley, Newtown, and Mount 
Victoria. 
 
Which one of the following best describes your view of this change?  
 

1 I support removing 71% of the current character protection 
2 ..... I would be happier with a slightly smaller amount (e.g. 50% of the character 

protection being removed)  
3 ..... I would be happier with a much smaller amount (e.g. 25% being removed) 
4 ..... I would like all character protection to be removed 
5 ..... I don’t want any character protection to be removed 
6 ..... Don’t know 

 
Q5 Do you have any other comments to make? 


