
 

 

  
April 23, 2026 
 
Attn. Administrator Paul J. Roberti 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: U.S. DOT's Project Labor Agreement Preferences in PHMSA's Pipeline Infrastructure Grants 

Dear Administrator Roberti, 

Please accept the attached letter with 1,335 signatures on behalf of Pipeliners Local 798 in 
support of including project labor agreements as an evaluation criterion in your grant program for 
municipal or community owned utilities to invest in America's aging pipeline infrastructure. 

This is particularly important to Pipeliners Local 798 members – who stand among the nation’s 
most highly skilled and trained industry craftsmen – because it puts focus on investing in 
systems that ensure the safety of gas transmission pipelines. The language you have included 
encourages contractors to seek the safety and integrity that comes with a Union workforce, and it 
will grow critical job opportunities for Local 798 members across the country. 
 
The voices on the following pages stand with industry craftsmen and all supporters of safe, 
efficient energy infrastructure who recognize the importance of the language currently in the 
NGDISM grant program. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
  

 
 
Justin Wallace 
Business Manager  
Pipeliners Local 798  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
  



 

 

 
Attn. Administrator Paul J. Roberti 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: U.S. DOT's Project Labor Agreement Preferences in PHMSA's Pipeline Infrastructure Grants 

Dear Administrator Roberti, 

I stand with Pipeliners Local 798 in expressing support of the U.S. Department of Transportation's 
(DOT) inclusion of project labor agreements as an evaluation criterion in the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration’s Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety and Modernization 
(NGDISM) grant program for municipal or community owned utilities to invest in America's aging 
pipeline infrastructure. 

Language in the NGDISM grant program ensures a high level of workplace and operational 
efficiency on pipeline infrastructure. It also protects good jobs for American skilled craftsmen. 

Safety is the priority for Local 798. Our members spend hundreds of hours each year training its 
members, the nation’s most skilled and dedicated industry craftsmen, in all aspects of pipeline 
construction and welding safety. Driven by this commitment, Local 798 has generations of 
experience constructing quality infrastructure that connects consumers to critical energy resources 
across the country. 

I support the inclusion of project labor agreements (PLAs) as an evaluation criterion for the 
following reasons: 

• It is in our industry's best interest to incentivize contractors who seek the safety and 
integrity that comes with a Union workforce; 

• Skilled Union craftsmen are specifically trained to help ensure that natural gas and liquid 
pipeline operators are able to facilitate the use of new technologies and processes that will 
help to keep infrastructure in the best operational condition; 

• members of the public deserve to know that the energy infrastructure in their communities 
is monitored and operated under strict federal guidelines. 

• Key pipeline guidelines, such as requiring certain integrity assessments more frequently, will 
secure more jobs for the industry workforce, including many Local 798 members who are 
already highly-trained in pipeline safety. 

Upon reviewing the NGDISM grant program, it is clear that PHMSA’s updates reflect Local 798’s 
commitment to transparency and safety. I also understand that a price tag cannot be placed on 
quality, safety and professionalism. This is why I stand with Local 798 in supporting the inclusion of 
PLAs as an evaluation criterion in PHMSA's Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety and 
Modernization grant program. 
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