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Burlington Transportation Questionnaire 
2023 City Council Election

Local Motion, the Burlington Walk/Bike Council, and Old Spokes Home are excited to provide the Burlington community with insight into 2023 City Council 
candidates' perspectives on questions related to walking, biking, and rolling. 

We circulated a questionnaire in which candidates detailed their personal transportation habits and priorities for improvement of Burlington’s 
transportation system, discussed their understanding of and approach to equity in transportation and planning, and more.

We received responses from 9 out of 10 candidates. 

Ward/District Candidate Question 1: Tell us about your personal transportation habits and decision making. How much of the time do you walk, 
bike, use transit, or drive to move around our community and get to where you need to go?

Central District

Melo Grant

After working remotely for the last few years (even prior to Covid) I now work in Essex, Vermont.  I commute via car.  I could ride 
the bus in the morning, one transfer, but the issue is after work where the bus schedule can't get me back to Burlington in time 
for a variety of things that I do after work such as Police Commission meetings, executive sessions, and my radio shows.  Even if 
I don't have an event after work, if I must work late there isn't an available bus back after a certain time. Route 2 runs late but not 
Route 10 to get to 2. Outside of work, during the Spring, Summer, and Fall I enjoy walking and taking advantage of the natural 
beauty of the city.  I also have been trying to ride my bike more for small errands and leisure.

Avery Muzikar

As someone who does not own a car, I primarily walk and carpool to get around town. In the warmer months, I love using the 
bike path to go to the South End or up the lake. I am grateful to live within a 30-minute walk of my workplace, as well as most 
activities and resources in the city. When I need to go further afield, I borrow a car from my neighbors or carpool. I would like to 
be able to use public transportation more often, but it’s not as useful or reliable as it ought to be. 

East District Jake Schumann

I am lucky to have three options for personal motorized transportation. I have a pedal-assist E-bike that I use when traffic and 
weather conditions permit. Most of my personal transportation is achieved in my Nissan Leaf, which is a 100% electric vehicle.

I do have a 2005 Ford Ranger, which is a cute little pickup truck and I use this for travel, mostly when I visit my family in 
Connecticut (because the Leaf doesn't have the range to make it that far on one or even two charges).

But I also share my truck freely with friends and community members and use it myself to help other people - picking up diapers 
from the diaper bank, helping friends move, bringing food to community events, etc. I really enjoy sharing this "People's Truck" 
because it is a way to efficiently use resources while reinforcing strong social bonds and relationships of trust.

North District Mark Barlow
I walk, bike and drive my way around the city. The mode I choose depends on a number of factors including distance, weather, 
schedule, time of day, what I might be transporting, and who I’m with. Since giving up my office and now working from home, I 
have cut down on my local car use significantly.

South District

Will Anderson

I have a car but avoid driving whenever possible, because of my personal financial savings, my decreased carbon emissions, 
and lifestyle benefits from doing so. I love to walk when distance allows, but most of my transportation around Burlington 
happens on my bicycle (Lemond Zurich, made the same year as me in 1998). I use the GMT bus to commute to Montpelier 
between one and four times each week. I use trains for longer journeys whenever my schedule permits.

FaRied Munarsyah I do not have a driver's license so I mainly get around on foot. I also bike, take the bus and get rides from friends and family. 

Joan Shannon In the spring, summer, and fall, I ride my bike for work and recreation as much as possible. In the winter or inclement weather, I 
usually drive my car.

Ward 8

Rhone Allison
Personally I try to walk as much as possible. With the exception of my weekly grocery run that I drive to with my roommates, I 
walk everywhere in Burlington. During the warmer months, I skateboard from the University to some of my friends in the old north 
end. I don’t often use the bus because I like the peace and exercise walking provides.

Hannah King

From week to week, my car mainly stays parked in my driveway. As a Ward 8 resident I am fortunate to have so many 
businesses within walking and biking distance of my house, and prioritize completing my day-to-day tasks without driving 
whenever possible. As a former UVM student, I am well versed in how to utilize Green Mountain Transit services to get to and 
from campus, as well as to travel to further areas of the city.
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Ward/District Candidate Question 2: Why do you think people who care about walking, biking, transit, mobility, and transportation safety issues 
should vote for you?

Central District

Melo Grant

I care about the city's Net Zero Energy goals.  To meet these goals, I know that we will have to continue to build and promote 
walk/bike infrastructure.  We will also have to invest in expanding public transportation routes so that people like me who 
sometimes work "non-traditional" schedules have options to ride the bus later in the evening especially if transfers are required 
from smaller routes.  Expanding Public transportation will also help with building more affordable housing where less parking 
spots will save money, allow more housing units, promote more car sharing and Public transportation use. These decisions 
though need to be made in an equitable way.  There are some concerns around the North Winooski project in my District where 
residents and small businesses feel they were not part of the process and are expressing hardships that could occur if parking 
spots are removed from this densely populated area.

Avery Muzikar

I have a personal stake in making sure that Burlington is more accessible to folks who do not use a car as a primary form of 
transport. I walk nearly everywhere, and am constantly confronted by poorly maintained sidewalks which create obstacles 
(especially in the winter months). It’s difficult to get to appointments and activities outside the city core, since that involves asking 
to borrow a car. I also have a family member who relies on a wheelchair–getting around Burlington with mobility challenges is far 
more difficult than it should be, and too often this isn’t obvious to people who aren’t personally connected to someone facing 
these obstacles. Most importantly, I have had the opportunity to live abroad in countries with excellent public infrastructure and 
public transport. I know what it’s like to live in a city which is designed around people, not cars. I know the freedom and flexibility 
it offers, and the quality of life everyone enjoys when the city works for them.

East District Jake Schumann

Sometimes when I mention that I drive a relatively new electric vehicle, I hear back something along the lines of "that's nice for 
you that your financial situation allowed for that, but I can't afford to drive electric." So without passing judgement on those other 
people, I'd just point out how this exemplifies the thinking and worldview that I'm bringing with me.

Yes, my financial situation did allow for me to purchase an electric vehicle, but I had to make it a priority in order to see it that 
way. Because I definitely had far less unrestricted, discretionary income than most other people.

Ultimately, it comes down to the decisions that we make and the worldview that informs them. I am the type of person who has 
that worldview. Supporting better walk/bike/transit infrastructure isn't about anything else as much as it is about redefining the 
way we move through, interact with, and experience the world.

North District Mark Barlow

I have tried to consider the interests of all stakeholders in city transportation decisions and will continue to do so.   I am 
supportive of adding bike and pedestrian infrastructure that is balanced with parking needs of residents and businesses.  I look at 
every project on its merits and have supported those with good process and planning to minimize harmful impacts to existing 
current conditions.

South District

Will Anderson I'll favor these priorities when it comes to policy decisions. I'll promote the development of a more walkable corridor on Pine 
Street. I'll promote expanded bike lanes throughout the city. I'll lobby for expanded public transit with GMT, Amtrak and beyond.

FaRied Munarsyah I share your pain. I want a walkable city with good mobility infrastructure and safe public transportation because those things 
impact my life directly.

Joan Shannon
I think I'm a good example of how an average person can get out of their car more, and consider other modes of transportation.  
Because I do try to leave my car at home, I'm well aware of the barriers to doing so.  Having a family and a myriad of 
transportation needs is very challenging without a car.

Ward 8

Rhone Allison

Transportation is a political battle, and in order to win that battle, we need elected officials that recognize the competing interests 
in class society and know which side they stand on. The voices of people who don’t own cars are marginalized not only when it 
comes to the question of how we use our streets but on every other issue, because the people who don’t own cars, by and large, 
are also the people who don’t property: they are working-class and tend disproportionately to be immigrants and/or people of 
color. Democratizing Burlington’s streets means not only enacting smart policy and design but wresting them from bourgeois 
rule. I’m a candidate for working people and am eager to take on that fight by mobilizing the Ward 8 constituency to demand 
infrastructure that embeds inclusivity, egalitarianism, and sustainability into the foundation of our city.

Hannah King

I recognize that as we expand sustainable transportation and mobility in Burlington, we will be simultaneously improving our 
efforts in regard to some of the city’s other pressing issues, such as climate justice and mental health. I am fiercely committed to 
advocating for climate justice for all Burlingtonians, and continuing to improve our transportation infrastructure is key to lowering 
our carbon output and creating a truly sustainable Burlington. In addition, when citizens of Burlington have easy access to 
walkable, bikeable infrastructure, they will be improving their physical and mental health. Expanding mobility and transportation in 
our city is critical to building a sustainable city with healthy, happy citizens.
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Ward/District Candidate Question 3: What are the two or three most critical transportation issues facing Burlington and how do you propose to 
address those issues as a city councilor?

Central District

Melo Grant

Funding or lack thereof is a major issue.  We need more funding for infrastructure to continue to repair sidewalks and create 
more safe bike lanes. Burlington has picked up the pace in sidewalk repairs but it has not been enough due some areas having 
significant lapses in infrastructure maintenance. In some areas there are bike lanes, but people ride on the sidewalks because 
the street is still not safe due to the road conditions or the speed of traffic. Funding is also required to expand routes and the 
hours so that Public Transportation is more easily accessible.  Money money money and we need a new High School.  A big part 
of the responsibility of being a city councilor is to review budgets, vote on the allocation of funds, and finding funds not only at the 
city but also at the state level and looking into grants. We need to think out of the box as well.

Avery Muzikar

The most important transportation issues I see in Burlington are severe urban sprawl, our inadequate bus network, and the poor 
condition of our public infrastructure. As a city councilor, I would advocate for responsible zoning reform to increase housing 
density in the city core, so that we aren’t pushing folks to live further outside the city where they are even more dependent on 
cars. I would also push to increase the frequency along bus routes, as well as expanding the range of our routes to reach more 
areas. Advocating for improving the quality of all our public infrastructure, including roads, sidewalks, and bike paths, would 
make a significant difference to all of our lives–no matter which modes of transport we use. 

East District Jake Schumann

When people don't feel safe walking or biking, or mass transit fails to meet their needs, then they will choose to drive (if they 
can), putting more cars on the road, making things less safe, repeating the pattern and getting worse. So we need to act with 
urgency to improve our infrastructure. We need to create more single-use pathways: bikeways, walkways, tramways!

And we need to plan for the tramways that we might one day have even if that's not something worth considering right now. In 
our long-term planning, we need to think about those who will come after us and think about land use with a sense of humility. 
We don't know what the future holds. Whether Burlington will become the next megacity or if it'll retract.

Finally, I think we must recognize that our current mass-transit system is not very efficient in how it uses and allocates resources. 
The bus system does not meet the needs of the people who use it. If you live in Burlington and work in Williston, it takes an hour 
or more to commute by bus. But many of the best paying entry-level jobs are at Williston worksites during shifts that start or end 
when there are no busses available. I see busses running nearly empty while others are packed full to bursting!

I'll just end by saying that SSTA is an absolute abomination. Their scheduling rules and inflexibility deprive their customers of the 
dignity and respect that they deserve. 

North District Mark Barlow

We will not be able to make necessary progress on increasing use of public transit without making it convenient and affordable.   
Maintaining the increased schedule frequency and the affordable (or free) fares are necessary conditions to increase ridership, 
but GMT funding is not reliable and subject to the annual whims of the State Legislature.   I will continue to advocate for a more 
sustainable funding model.

The condition of streets and sidewalks is a subject that I hear about a lot.  The deferred maintenance on some streets and 
stretches of sidewalk is really concerning.   With capital bonding capacity in the city constrained by the High School project for 
the next several years, we will have to find other ways to pay for the necessary maintenance and repair.   I will continue to 
advocate for, and prioritize street and sidewalk spending during budget development. 

South District

Will Anderson

1. Bicycle safety. People don't feel safe on streets and even in bike lanes, and with good reason. This often leads people to ride 
on the sidewalk, which is dangerous for everyone. As a councilor, I'll work to implement new, and expand existing bike lanes.

2. Sidewalk accessibility. Poorly maintained sidewalks are a hazard for all people, and especially those with mobility issues. As a 
councilor, I'll prioritize sidewalk maintenance and repair.

3. Public transit availability. There need to be more buses and trains in and out and around Burlington each day. This would allow 
greater flexibility for travelers, and reduce the need to drive the car. As a councilor, I'll try to incentivize increased transit volume.

FaRied Munarsyah Respondent skipped this question.

Joan Shannon
Lack of convenient, reliable bus service, that accesses the places we need to go, when we need to go there is our most critical 
transportation short coming.  This is a regional issue and needs support from state government.   We also need to better support 
car share to help families and individuals  meet their needs while reducing car ownership.

Ward 8
Rhone Allison

Walking/rolling, biking, and public transit should always be the three main pillars of urban transportation. These are the areas that 
we must prioritize if we want to turn car-free living into something other than an act of bravery or desperation.

Green Mountain Transit is not controlled by Burlington alone, but we must do our part to give it the resources needed to improve 
bus service in our city, which means significantly increasing its share of our municipal budget. We must also lend our voices as 
advocates to support GMT in Montpelier as it fights for new revenue sources on the state level. I believe that, in the long run, we 
can have fare-free service with many bus trips at all hours, but we will first have to do the political work to defeat austerity by 
ensuring that City Hall’s attitude toward public services, like the bus, derives from an allegiance specifically to the people who 
depend upon those services.

Thanks in part to crucial organizations like Old Spokes Home and Local Motion, Burlington has a vibrant cycling community, but 
apart from our beloved waterfront bike path, it doesn’t have the cycling infrastructure to match. We need to build real, protected 
bike lanes – not just painted stripes – all over town to empower novices to take up cycling as a means of transportation.

Walkability is, above all else, a matter of land use. Through zoning changes and public investment, we can turn empty parking 
lots and other underutilized land into dense housing, businesses, and community facilities. Living closer together means no one 
has to go far to get what they need. City Council must make land use decisions that reflect this vision.

Hannah King Respondent skipped this question.
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Ward/District Candidate
Question 4: There are clear inequities in Burlington’s transportation system, as evidenced in documents like Old 
Spokes Home’s ONE Mobility Audit. What are some strategic policy initiatives that would improve mobility and reduce 
inequity in the city?

Central District

Melo Grant

Those in power must recognize and care about the inequity. As a police commissioner and Black woman, who has had a front-
line view of the inequity in policing in our community, there is nothing that I can say that will fully explain my frustration with 
leadership that refuses to recognize or just outright dismisses the disparities in our city.  Even the governor spoke about the 
disparities between "rural" and "urban" areas without even acknowledging the disparities within the "urban" areas, both racial and 
economic. That's the first step without which this and other problems can't be addressed because the conversation can't move 
forward if it isn't being had.

Avery Muzikar

We should continue to emphasize mixed use developments that place essential resources like grocery stores, pharmacies, etc in 
easy walking distance of all our neighborhoods, rather than forcing residents to travel to large supermarkets. We can also work to 
protect and promote small, independent businesses such as our many family shops in the ONE. Improving and expanding our 
bus system will make a significant difference in folks being able to easily get around without a car, as would a more ambitious 
long-term goal of reviving Burlington’s streetcar system. Creating a better long-term maintenance plan for our sidewalks and 
public infrastructure (especially in underserved and underprivileged areas) is essential, as is drafting a comprehensive rezoning 
plan which would envision a human-centric Burlington as we move into the future. 

East District Jake Schumann Respondent skipped this question.

North District Mark Barlow I’ll reiterate my answers to #3: Sustainable funding for affordable/convenient bus options and prioritizing funding for sidewalk 
maintenance and repair are crucial in addressing inequities identified in the audit.

South District

Will Anderson Primarily I'd focus on accessibility for those with mobility issues. Like sidewalk maintenance, and a public transit program 
designed to directly assist people who have difficulty getting around town.

FaRied Munarsyah Respondent skipped this question.

Joan Shannon

I walk a lot on our sidewalks and experience the ankle deep puddles, unexpected patches of ice, and uneven surfaces.  We are 
very challenged by our aging infrastructure, and worsening weather conditions, with increasing freeze/thaw cycles annually.  We 
need to continue efforts to improve and maintain our sidewalks and assure that our most highly used sidewalks in our densest 
neighborhoods are prioritized for maintenance and replacement.

Ward 8
Rhone Allison

In order to begin to build a just society, we have to make sure that every person can safely and comfortably navigate its built 
environment. This is foundational, and it takes an attentive, granular approach to public works to make it happen. Cracked, 
uneven, icy sidewalks; nonexistent bus shelters; and infrequent crosswalks all add up to exclude our neighbors from public life. 
Small changes – like shoveling out the snowbanks that GMT passengers currently must hurdle in order to cross over from the 
sidewalk to the road before boarding, or eliminating right turns on red lights for cars so that intersections aren’t blocked for 
pedestrians – can make a world of difference.

Hannah King Respondent skipped this question.

Ward/District Candidate Question 5: How do you think we can reduce single-occupancy vehicle use in Burlington?

Central District

Melo Grant
I touched on this in questions 2 and 3. There is also a real chicken and egg scenario at play. Without expanded routes and hours 
you can't get more people to use public transportation but without more people using public transportation the need to expand 
routes and hours is not clearly apparent.

Avery Muzikar

Having lived in countries which do not design infrastructure around cars, and in which the expectation of having a car is not 
nearly as widespread, I feel quite confident about what it will take to reduce single-occupancy vehicle usage: physical 
restructuring of the urban landscape and substantial improvements in public transit. We will never get there by trying to convince 
people of the climate benefits, and restricting cars in a city which is designed around them is only going to compromise quality of 
life for even more residents. This transition will never happen until the alternative is at least as convenient, comfortable, and cost-
effective as having a car. As long as our public transit continues to waste time, cut into work hours, and create discomfort, it will 
be an unappealing choice taken only by those who have no other option. Over the very long term, we can change zoning and 
restructure our city to be designed around people rather than cars. This will naturally reduce their need and appeal. In the near-
term, though, we need to improve our public transportation by making it cleaner, more convenient, and more widespread. While 
biking and walking are excellent alternatives in the summer, there is simply not alternative for a decent public transit system 
during the winter months. 

East District Jake Schumann Respondent skipped this question.

North District Mark Barlow

Providing safe and convenient bike infrastructure removes barriers to those with the option of driving, and that is already 
happening.  I hear anecdotal accounts regularly of people opting to bike rather than drive themselves.  As more walk/bike 
infrastructure is created, I believe this trend will continue.   We have recently passed an ordinance that removes parking 
minimums to facilitate greater housing density.  When parking is scarcer, a potential side-effect is that people will drive together 
more, so I believe single-occupancy reduction may also happen naturally as a consequence of increased pressure on parking.

South District

Will Anderson
My primary thought is that we should expand the availability and affordability of public transit. For me personally, when I can take 
a bus or train, I do because I can do other things rather than focus on the road, and, at least for the bus for the time being, there 
are great economic benefits.

FaRied Munarsyah Respondent skipped this question.

Joan Shannon

Better bus service or other transportation services that conveniently get people where they need to go when they need to go 
there.  Public transportation needs to be accessible, clean, safe, frequent, and convenient.  Also better access to car share by 
encouraging developments to host cars and entice residents join.  As much as I enjoy riding my bike for transportation, it does 
not meet everyone's transportation needs and we need to look broadly at transportation needs and obstacles, including physical 
challenges.

Ward 8
Rhone Allison It doesn’t sound that exciting, but I think great bus service really is the key here. Reducing free parking via infill development in 

commercial districts also could help convince commuters from Burlington’s suburbs to carpool.

Hannah King Respondent skipped this question.
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Ward/District Candidate
Question 6: Local Motion, the Burlington Walk/Bike Council, and UVM found that Burlington has made progress but is 
lagging behind benchmarks for implementation in PlanBTV Walk/Bike in a report completed in summer 2022. Do you 
believe that the City is currently allocating adequate funding and resources for the build-out, repair, and maintenance of 
walk/bike infrastructure? If not, how do you think we should address this?

Central District

Melo Grant

There is no question that the average Burlingtonian has been frustrated with the condition of our sidewalks and streets, 
especially those living in areas where there is considered to be lighter traffic (walk, bike, cars).  I myself live on a dead end street 
that was allowed to fall in complete disrepair before finally being repaved.  With regards to funds I will need to do more research.  
I know that the city has increased the number of miles that are being repaired/repaved but I need to understand the budgetary 
and labor constraints that do not allow us to do more in order to see if there is a way to get back on track to meet the goals.

Avery Muzikar

While I can’t claim to be an expert on how resources have been allocated, the 2022 report referred to makes plain that we aren’t 
making as much progress as we could be on the more substantive improvements that need to be made. I certainly believe we 
could allocate additional resources to address these needs. We should review all municipal spending and publish a clear 
summary to all residents so that folks can easily see where money is going and assess for themselves whether they’re seeing a 
return on their investment.

East District Jake Schumann Respondent skipped this question.

North District Mark Barlow

I think we are making progress, even if not at the pace anticipated in the original plan.   Funding can be challenging given other 
city priorities and maintenance of existing streets and sidewalks is falling behind and must be prioritized.  Even so, improved bike 
and pedestrian infrastructure will soon be added to Main Street and paid for using TIF bonding so it won’t directly affect property 
taxes.  Hopefully we will continue to leverage creative financing options to help fund this important work.  

South District

Will Anderson
I think we are on the right rack with the way we have been allocating resources- after all, we are one of, if not the most, walkable 
and bikable city in New England. However, we should certainly speed up our efforts and prioritize walk/bike infrastructure until 
people can feel genuinely safe on the streets.

FaRied Munarsyah Respondent skipped this question.

Joan Shannon
Meeting competing needs for resources in the City is always challenging.  While we could put more funding toward walk/bike 
infrastructure it would have to be taken away from other City resources.  I think the City is doing a decent job allocating limited 
resources and proactively asking voters for more money for capital improvements which voters have supported.

Ward 8
Rhone Allison

The planBTV Walk Bike map of 2017 is nowhere close to a reality. It’s 2023! Municipal officials, in Burlington as everywhere else, 
erroneously believe that “public engagement” means inviting a handful of NIMBYs to spend a year or two complaining about their 
parking spots before they can approve (or, worse, reject) a bike lane. We must understand that transportation projects don’t 
affect a specific group of “stakeholders” – i.e., homeowners and business owners – in a given area; they affect all of us, because 
all of us need to get around throughout the city. As City Councilor, I will work to generate a broader and more authentic 
democratic mandate to speed up the discussion, design, and construction of bike and pedestrian infrastructure.

Hannah King Respondent skipped this question.

Ward/District Candidate Question 7: Sometimes proposed improvements in biking infrastructure conflict with existing on-street parking. How 
would you approach this issue as city councilor? 

Central District

Melo Grant

We have to do a better job communicating with the community and make sure that stakeholders are available to represent areas 
that would be affected by parking changes especially if meters are being considered.  Pros and cons have to be fairly examined 
and we really need to be able to communicate the benefits to those who see losing the parking as an inconvenience. We also 
have to make sure that beyond an inconvenience that hardships are not being caused because that would mean maybe a project 
shouldn't actually proceed.

Avery Muzikar

The conflict between bike lanes and parking tends to get extremely heated, but is rarely based on data. We need to be rational 
when we have these conversations, and look at where cars are actually owned and operated on a year-over-year basis. If there 
are excess parking spaces, they could reasonably be eliminated. However, biking is not a realistic alternative to driving in 
Burlington during the winter months. It’s also not realistic for residents who commute to jobs out of town. We can’t tell folks who 
lose parking spaces that they will be equally well-served by a bike lane at this point in time. It’s simply not true, and parking 
spaces will continue to be essential and valued until we improve public transit to the point that it’s an appealing and accessible 
alternative for all. 

East District Jake Schumann Respondent skipped this question.

North District Mark Barlow

I will continue to  consider the interests of all stakeholders in city transportation decisions.   I am supportive of adding bike and 
pedestrian infrastructure but those improvements must be balanced with other competing interests of residents and businesses. 
When parking is removed, viable TDM solutions and/or alternative parking for those impacted should be part of the plan.  Good 
public process and planning are essential to minimize any harmful impacts to existing current uses.

South District

Will Anderson Prioritize cycling. I'll seek third-way solutions that work for all stakeholders, but my priority will be the transportation with zero 
carbon emissions.

FaRied Munarsyah Respondent skipped this question.

Joan Shannon
This needs to be addressed on a case by case basis balancing user needs.  Properties on primary bike corridors should be 
required to provide off street parking in support of on street parking removal.  Parking needs have to be met while at the same 
time providing safe bike lanes.  Its a matter of balancing competing needs.

Ward 8
Rhone Allison

Prioritizing parking spots over bike lanes is climate denial. Saying so – and making decisions on this basis – will make some 
people angry. That’s OK. The voices on the other side must be louder. My goal is to take part in a political transformation of our 
city that empowers those voices.
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Ward 8

Hannah King Respondent skipped this question.


