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Figure 1: Borehole sections of the Hoskissons Coal profile across the Gorman North (AUTH216) area. 
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The market interest notification was gazetted on Friday 8th April. This process allows the NSW 
government to consider if there is sufficient interest from other potential applicants to justify a 
competitive selection process for the grant of an exploration licence over the application area. The 
market interest period ended on the 16th of May 2022 and no expressions of interest were submitted. 

ELA6442 is within the larger resource area ‘Gorman North’ (Figure 3) which could only be potentially 
extracted if it were released by the NSW Government under the Strategic Release Framework for 
Coal and Petroleum Exploration. The Gorman North area is however, unlikely to be commercially 
viable as a standalone resource, so the allocation of ELA6442 out of the larger Gorman North area 
would certainly reduce the available coal resource rendering the remaining resources in the Gorman 
North area unviable to develop as a standalone operation.  
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Figure 2. Larger Gorman North resource area (AUTH216). 
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reductions is limited. The coal quality and geological conditions in ELA6442 and ELA6443 will 
however be factors in the impact on the current FOB cash costs. 

Impact on life of mine 

The applicant has estimated that the development of ELA6442 and ELA6443 would add 
around 15 years to the life of mine and 127 Mt of ROM coal at an average production rate of 
8Mt a year. Based on GSNSW’s estimate of the total in-situ resource for ELA6442 and 
ELA6443, the applicants estimate is reasonable. The applicant has not split the total ROM 
tonnage between the two ELA areas.  

The Stage 3 Extension Project (separate to this application) within EL6243 was approved by 
the Independent Planning Commission on 1 April 2022. There is a current mining lease 
application (MLA 612) and it is likely that a new Mining Lease will be granted in relation to the 
Stage 3 Extension Project (as there is now a valid development consent) and this would 
extend the Narrabri Mine life by approximately 20 years, with 107Mt of ROM coal extracted at 
an average rate of 5.4 Mt a year. 

The Narrabri Mine (within ML1609) would cease operations in around 2031, due to the mine 
exhausting all available mineable reserves without the extraction of new resource in the areas 
of ELA6442, ELA6443 and the Stage 3 Extension Project within EL6243. 

How the applicant may schedule mining beyond that in ML1609, if ELA6224 and ELA6443 are 
granted, in conjunction with the Stage 3 Extension area within EL6243 will depend on the 
results of significant amounts of additional exploration drilling, the results and market 
conditions.  
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