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1) CM Amelia Parker announced two community input sessions for a proposed development at the site of the current Kerbela Temple​, a Shriners 
facility in South Knox. The development would provide housing for the 55+ community. Meetings took place on April 1 and April 2nd. 
​2) There was substantial public comment and discussion regarding agenda item 10g, approving the request of Heyoh Architecture for an 
amendment to the East City Sector Plan from Traditional Neighborhood Residential to Medium Density Residential/Office for a housing 
development at 0 Bill Morris/2802 Broadway in Edgewood Park/Belle Morris. The site has already been approved to combine three lots, and 
developers have planned two 3-unit townhomes and one larger apartment building, whose size will be determined by the approval or denial of this 
amendment. Three community members spoke in favor of the development, including members of Yes! Knoxville, and three against, including 
former District 4 councilmember Lynn Ryder. Those speaking in favor generally focused on the need for more housing, especially entry-level 
homes. Arguments against were largely from direct neighbors of the development who feel their privacy would be intruded upon and/or the 
development is too big a jump in scale for the surrounding area. The ordinance was passed 8-0; councilmember Honeycutt was absent.
3) ​The biggest ​d​iscussion of the night ​focused on agenda item 12r, a resolution to move forward with Phase One, formation of a task force for the 
Alternative Response Business and Service Delivery Plan, a proposed local 911-dispatched alternative or community response program deploying 
trained, unarmed teams. Phase One would move forward asking the Task Force to develop an official recommendation.
- CM Parker introduced the resolution with some background, focusing on study of and communications with the city of Cookeville's successful 
program. She noted that out of 80+ of these programs nationwide, there have been no injuries. 
- During discussion, it became clear Mayor Kincannon, as well as Police Chief Noel, had reservations about the program, which the Mayor believes 
would be redundant in light of the existing, successful programs such as KPD co-response and Downtown Ambassadors. Police Chief Noel said 
that he had brought up several concerns that had not been addressed in the proposal, but could not provide any specifics. 
- Four community members, mostly from local organizations such as Knoxville Heart (which was well represented in attendees), discussing 
positive personal experiences with similar programs. CM Parker also highlighted the significant savings in funding and police time the program 
could provide. 
​- Although CM Parker motioned to postpone the vote in light of significant misunderstandings and community interest, a vote was forced and 
stalled at 4-4, which according to Council rules means the resolutions did not pass. 
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View the League’s National, State, and LWVKKC policy positions.

LWVKKC Policy Positions: Childcare, Land Use, Health, Homeless/Mentally Ill Persons, Urban Forestry, Use of School Facilities by Communities, 
Teacher Recruitment & Retention

There were multiple agenda items addressing zoning and land use - i.e. the Heyoh Architecture project in North Knoxville, the 55+ development in 
early stages for the Kerbela Temple. Discussion among councilmembers and public comment questioned if these developments were providing 
enough housing, too much, or were most appropriate for their location (i.e. is a 55+ development so close to downtown needed, is it addressing 
the community's true needs). 
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