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IMPORTANT GUIDANCE for Volunteers

The League of Women Voters is NON- PARTISAN.

The League of Howard County is a 501 (c)3 tax-exempt organization that exists to provide Voter
Education.

As such, we CANNOT endorse either candidates or political parties.

(Partnerships with organizations that do endorse are limited in scope).

This is especially true in the public schools. Violating that rule will get us disinvited.

Students often do not understand political parties or primaries and ask questions.

You may state facts to help them understand the differences between the parties.

In Howard County we have 22 elected officials (not counting the Board of Education), of whom
only 1 is a Republican.

Donald Trump is a Republican. Larry Hogan is a Republican.
Joe Biden and Barack Obama are Democrats. Wes Moore is a Democrat.

Lw_EAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'



Welcome

* General Information
* Voter Registration
« Voting

* Additional Information

 Resources
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Did You Know?

September 2025 Monthly Statistics Report
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https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/stats.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/stats.html

2026 Gubernatorial Election

Maryland - 2026 Gubernatorial Election

These elections are often referred to as midterm elections as they are halfway through the President’s term.

Regular statewide elections are held every two years, in even-numbered years

Elections alternate between presidential elections - when the U.S. President is
elected and gubernatorial elections when the Maryland Governor is elected

February 23, 2026 is the candidate filing deadline. We won’t know who is
running for office until the lists are posted after that date.
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2026 Gubernatorial Election

The Races on your, Howard County, Ballot

Federal: U.S. House of Representatives

State: Governor/LT Governor, Comptroller, Attorney General,
Maryland General Assembly - Delegates and State Senators
Judge of the Circuit Court and Judicial retention elections
County Executive

County Council - by district

Board of Education - at large

Sheriff

State’s Attorney

Clerk of the Court

Register of Wills

Party offices - Democratic and Republican Central Committees
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2026 Gubernatorial Election

Primary (June 23, 2026)

The primary elections serve as the method by which the Democratic and Republican parties
nominate candidates for public office for the general election and elect party officials.
Voting occurs if there are at least 2 candidates for the nomination of the party for a given
office.

Only voters registered with the Democratic or Republican parties are eligible to vote in most
contests on the ballot in primary elections. The ballots are different: one for Democrats, one for

Republicans, and one for Unaffiliated Voters/Voters from a party not holding a primary.
You may change your party affiliation before June 2, 2026.

If you will be 18 by November 3, 2026 (thus eligible to vote in the General Election), you may

vote in the Primary election.
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2026 Gubernatorial Election

More about the Primary Election - The Board of Education

Only the Board of Education is non-partisan. Unaffiliated (Independent) voters may
vote to select general election candidates for the Board of Education.

There will be a primary for BOE if at least 5 candidates are running.
They will appear on the primary ballot for ALL voters regardless of party affiliation.

If there are 4 or fewer than the contest ‘collapses’ and the candidate will only appear
on the ballot during the general election.
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2026 Gubernatorial Election

General Election (November 3, 2026)

In the general elections, in which any registered voter is eligible to vote, candidates
are elected to public office from among those nominated in the primary as well as
those nominated by third parties or by petition. Independent candidates unaffiliated
with any party may also file for candidacy.

Ballot questions are approved or rejected by the voters.

All ballots are the same within an election district. You may only vote for candidates
who are “at large” or who will represent the area where you live.
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2026 Gubernatorial Election Dates - Primary

June 2, 2026: Deadline for New Voter Registration and
Changes to Party Affiliation for existing Voters *

June 11 - June 18, 2026: Early Voting (In Person)

June 16, 2026: Board of Elections must receive mail-in ballot —
requests by this date, in order to mail you a paper ballot.

June 23, 2026: Primary Election Day (In Person)

All mail-in ballots must be placed in a Ballot Dropbox by 8pm or
postmarked by 8pm on June 23.

* Maryland offers same day voter registration at the polls
during early voting and on election day, but you may not

change your political party. LWEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'



2026 Gubernatorial Election Dates - General

October 13, 2026: Deadline for New Voter Registration and
Changes to existing Voter Registration*

October 22 - October 29, 2026: Early Voting (In Person)

October 27, 2026: Board of Elections must receive mail-in e 3
ballot requests by this date, in order to mail you a paper
ballot.

November 3, 2026: General Election Day (In Person)

All mail-in ballots must be placed in a Ballot Dropbox by 8pm or
postmarked by 8pm on November 3.

* Maryland offers same day voter registration at the polls |
during early voting and on election day. LWEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS



Voter Registration
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Voter Lookup (Search)

Voter Registration Deadline is October 13th

Check your voter registration record using the
state website.

https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch

Your Voter record is filled with meaningful
information including your party affiliation, polling
locations, and more

Hands-On Activity
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Lookup Your Voter Information
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https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch

Voter Registration Updates

Online Hands-On Activity

Use the Online Voter Registration System (OLVR) to
update your name, address, or party affiliation. You'll
need your driver's license and social security number to

verify your identity

IRENRMETION

Update Your Voter Information

https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/
InstructionsStep1

Paper
You may download a paper form (pdf) from the website.
There is a single form that can be used to register a new

o e . . LEAGUE oFf WOMEN VOTERS
voter OR change an existing voter registration. W


https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1

Voter Registration Updates

BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Maryland

FIND YOUR POLLING PLACE LOOKUP YOUR VOTER INFO

Voter Information

REGISTER TO VOTE REQUEST A BALLOT

English

‘Change language

Please check the information below.

If you want to cancel your voter registration in Maryland, please click this button:

Cancel My Voter Registration

Voter Name:
Gender:

Residential Address:

Mailing Address:
Telephone Number:
Email:

Political Party Affiliation:

Do you need help voting?

Are you interested in being an Election Judge?
Mail-in Ballot Delivery Method:

Mail-in Ballot Preferred Contact Method:

[ Next  Jll Make no change and exit

Update Name
Update Gender
Update Residential Address

Update Mailing Address

Update Phone Number

Update Email Address

Update Political Party

Update Need Assistance Option
Update Election Judge Option
Update Mail-in Ballot Option

Hands-On Activity

LUPOATE . .~
YOUR WITER

IRFIRMETION

Update Your Voter Information
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New Voter Registration Eligibility Criteria

To register to vote, you must be: Hands-On Activity
o A U.S. citizen;

e A Maryland resident; and
o Atleast 16 years old. **You may register to vote if you are at

least 16 years old but cannot vote unless you will be at least 18 Register to Vote
years old by the next general election.**

You cannot register to vote if you:
e Have been convicted of buying or selling votes;

e Are under guardianship for mental disability and found by a court
to be unable to communicate a desire to vote; or

e Are currently serving a sentence of imprisonment for a felony

conviction. LWEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'



Voting
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How Can | Vote?

— —
You may vote in one of three ways: 4 /::;II.‘

e \ote By Mail
® |n Person Early Voting

® |n Person on Election Day
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Voting by Malil

3 ways to request a ‘mail-in’ ballot:

* Filling out a form online

* Printing the online form and mailing it to the Board of Elections
» Going to the Board of Elections

2 ways to receive your ‘mail-in’ ballot

* Paper ballot received in the mail  **The LWV advises that you request a paper mail-in ballot**

 PDF ballot received in an email

(You must request a ballot by June 16 for the primary or October 27 for the general to receive a paper
ballot)

Vote and return your ballot
* Place it in a drop box

* Mail it using the US Postal Service

. . . . LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS’
e Because of delays in processing mail, present your ballot in person for L
e postmarke or mail your ballot the week before the election.



Voting by Mail: Return your Ballot

Ballot Drop Boxes

* The Board of Elections will place official ballot
drop boxes around Howard County.

®* You can only use boxes located in Howard

County.

Mail
» Return address is on your ballot*

* You must use US Mail if you cannot come to
Howard County to deposit your ballot.

‘mecrion ||  ELECTION |
MAIL BALLOT || MAIL BALLOT [*¥
DROP BOX

|}
il

2=

* The US Postal Service has announced that postmarks
may be delayed for several days on items deposited in
blue mailboxes. Make sure your ballot is mailed several
days ahead of the due date and consider having it hand-

stamped inside the post office while you watch. LWE AGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS:



In Person - Early Voting Primary

June 11 - June 18, 2026
Hours 7:00 am - 8:00 pm

Howard County Residents may vote at any one of these Early Voting Locations:
e The Board of Elections has not published the list of Early Voting centers.

Note - if you are a registered voter, ID is not required for in person voting. You will be
asked questions to verify your identity.

New Voters may register at any one of these locations with ID and proof of residence. Registered voters
who have moved may update their address and vote where they live with proof of residence. You

cannot change your party daffiliation.
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In Person - Early Voting General

October 22 - October 29, 2026
Hours 7:00 am - 8:00 pm

Howard County Residents may vote at any one of these Early Voting Locations:
e The list has not yet been posted.

Note - if you are a registered voter, ID is not required for in person voting, You will be
asked questions to verify your identity.

New Voters may register at any one of these locations with ID and proof of residence. Registered voters
who have moved may update their address and vote where they live with proof of residence.
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In Person - Election Day

November 3, 2024
Hours 7:00 am - 8:00 pm

N

You can only vote at your assigned voting location. Find my Polling

Place

Find your polling location using your voter registration ‘card’ or using the state website.
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/PollingPlaceSearch

Note - if you are a registered voter, ID is not required for in person voting. You will be
asked questions to verify your identity.

New Voters may register at any one of these locations with ID and proof of residence. Registered voters
who have moved may update their address and vote where they live with proof of residence.
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Additional Information
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Military Members and Overseas Voters

Military members and voters who live outside the United States and who are registered to vote
in Maryland may vote by mail.

You may receive your ballot several ways

* Ballot sent via the mail/fax (the LWV recommends requesting a paper ballot)
 Ballot sent via internet

* Ballot picked up in person*

*You may designate someone to be your agent to pick up your ballot in person at the Board of
Elections and mail it to you.

If you are overseas, it is recommended that you order your ballot ahead of the deadline. Ballots
will be mailed out starting 6 weeks before the election.
Your ballot must be postmarked or placed in a drop box by 8pm on November 3, 2026

https://elections.maryland.gov/overseas_voters/absentee.html _
Lw_EAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS



https://elections.maryland.gov/overseas_voters/absentee.html

College Students

Students who will be 18 on or before the November 3, 2026 are eligible to vote in the 2026
Maryland Gubernatorial Election.

Your voting registration and driver’s license records are linked.
You should register to vote at the address you have on your driver’s license.
You may vote by mail-in ballot, using your campus address as your mailing address.

Example 1

| attend Frostburg State University but my parents live in Fulton, MD. My drivers license has the
Fulton, MD address. | should register in Howard County.

Example 2

| attend Georgia Tech but my parents lives in Fulton, MD. My drivers license has the Fulton, MD
address. | should register in Howard County.

Example 3

| attend Frostburg State University but my family lives in Nevada. My drivers license has the Nevada

address. | am not eligible to vote in Maryland. LW‘EAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS:



Voting and Criminal Justice

Effective March 10, 2016, if you have been convicted of a felony, you are
eligible to register to vote once you have completed the court-ordered
sentence of imprisonment.

For the purposes of eligibility to register to vote, convictions include federal,
state and out-of-state convictions.

Ask your local Board of Elections about documentation requirements, if any.

Note: You are not eligible to vote if you have been convicted of buying or

selling votes.
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Voters with a Disability

Maryland is committed to making voting accessible to all voters

« All early voting locations are accessible

« Assistance can be provided with either mail-in ballots or with in-
person voting.

More information can be found on the Maryland state website.
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/accessibility.html
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Resources
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Resources and Websites

I
¥ l';i‘MARYLAND STATE
& SOARD OF ELECTIONS

Maryland State Board of Elections
https://elections.maryland.gov/index.html

Howard County Board of Elections
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/board-elections
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https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/board-elections
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/board-elections
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/board-elections

Resources and Websites

League of Women Voters of Howard County
*  Website - https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org
* Voters guide - printed and pdf o | VOTE 411
« Candidate forums
» Social Media - Youtube, facebook ELECTION

INFORMATION

League of Women Voters of Maryland
e https://www.lwvmd.org

Vote411 is the single source for all

League of Women Voters USA . .
election information

* https://www.lwv.org
o https://www.vote411.org
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Questions?
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