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President’s Message

Linda Kohn, LWVMD President

LWVMD is now a member of the Fair Share Maryland 
coalition, a project of the Maryland Center on Economic 
Policy. Fair Share Maryland has developed a plan to raise 
$1.6 billion in new revenue for MD, cut taxes for middle- and 
low-income families, and restructuring corporate tax laws 
to ensure that large corporations based in MD pay their fair 
share in taxes.

State
Board

Meeting
Highlights

Stacey Morrison, SBL editor

I am delighted to report that we had a 
successful fall fundraising campaign, in no small 
part thanks to you! We undertook multiple 
campaigns during the fall months, and I was very 
moved by how many of you supported the work 
we do for the voters of Maryland. While other 
organizations try to get information to voters, 
we are unique because we interact directly with 
voters. This happens through the events you do 
locally and also statewide, especially through 
Vote411.org. 

Because of your response during the fall 
months of 2023, we are able to carry out critical 
activities. Specifically,

• We were able to buy the Vote411.org 
platform in plenty of time for the primary. 
This is critical because Vote411.org is the 
way we reach every voter across all of 
Maryland. It is also how the print versions 
get produced. We are also able to respond 
to calls that come into the main office from 
voters who ask for a print copy for their 
district. Essentially, we will print their own 
Voters Guide, on demand, and mail it to 
them. All at no charge. For many voters in 
Maryland, Vote411 and the Voters’ Guide is 
our brand; it is the primary way they know 
us. 

• Your support has also helped us maintain a 
strong presence in Annapolis to undertake 
a strong advocacy effort before the General 
Assembly. As I write this, the legislative 
session is at about the half-way mark. 
Already we have submitted testimony or 
signed onto statements with others for more 
bills than prior sessions, covering topics 
related to environment, education, campaign 
finance, juvenile justice, courts, taxes, health 
care, transportation, meeting basic needs 
(such as support for housing or food) and, 
of course, voting rights. Also, compared to 
previous sessions, we are being sought out 
more frequently by legislators wanting to 
discuss their bills with us. We have started a 
new phone app sponsored by LWVUS called 
League in Action. It’s still being developed 
but we hope it offers another avenue for you 
to hear about LWVMD activities.

Thank you all for your continued 
support whether that is in the 
form of donations, time, or both. 
Every contribution on behalf of 
Maryland’s voters is appreciated 
and valued. Our work isn’t done 
yet for 2024, but we’re off to a 
great start! 

THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY SUPPORTING LWVMD
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Events

It seems that every day there’s an article in the press about 
artificial intelligence (A.I.) and its potential effect on society 
generally and elections specifically. Some people see great 
promises from A.I. to improve health care, education, and 
business. Others are justifiably worried about the potential 
for harm from highly convincing but misleading and unreliable 
information that may affect elections, criminal justice, and 
employment. Who’s right? Neither? Both? 

Join us on Saturday, March 16, 9:00-11:00, by zoom for a 
free webinar sponsored by the Leagues of Maryland and 
Montgomery County on the effects of  A.I. on democracy and 
elections: 

Should We Be 
Worried About 

A. I. ?

Registration information will be available soon so mark your calendar now!

Traditionally and most generically, A.I. has involved programming computers to recognize 
patterns, text, and language to generate information and make predictions. The output 
is based on the data and instructions (algorithms) that were entered by humans. In its 
newest iteration, often called “generative A.I.,” the system not only reacts to the input, but 
is able to learn from the data and generate original content, such as text, pictures, videos, 
or audios. 

Whether you know it or not, you’re already using A.I. You’re using it if you ever opened 
your phone with Face ID, received some suggestions on what to watch on Netflix, 
used a navigation system in your car, or used Siri or Alexa. So what’s the problem?  A.I. 
uses information from a mix of sources. Some are credible, but it also harvests a lot 
of information from the internet. Consequently, A.I. output can include information 
that is questionable or wrong. Some disreputable players have used A.I. to produce 
disinformation, such as deepfakes—fake images or videos. Combined with easy and rapid 
distribution (also on the internet, targeted at specific audiences), false and misleading 
information can spread quickly.

Join us on March 16 and hear from two fantastic speakers. Danielle Allen, Ph.D., a 
professor at Harvard and Director of the Allen Lab for Democracy Renovation at the 
Harvard Kennedy School. She currently concentrates on tech governance and A.I. 
ethics at the “Governance of Emerging Technology and Tech Innovations for Next-Gen 
Governance Through Plurality (GETTING-Plurality).” Lawrence Norden is Senior Director 
of the Elections and Government program at the Brennan Center for Justice. He speaks 
frequently on how to protect elections from A.I. generated misinformation. He has been a 
member of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission’s Board of Advisors since 2019. 

A. I. Workshop
Saturday, March 16, 2024

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
virtual

Linda Kohn, LWVMD President
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https://www.lwvmd.org/
https://www.lwvmocomd.org/
https://scholar.harvard.edu/danielleallen/home
https://ash.harvard.edu/allen-lab-democracy-renovation
https://www.brennancenter.org/about/leadership/lawrence-norden?page=3
https://www.brennancenter.org/


Events

LWVMD is partnering with WMAR-TV Scripps News to host 
Senatorial candidate forums. This includes hosting two primary 
forums, one for republican candidates and one for democrat 
candidates, and one general election forum for the U.S. Senate. 

Both primary forums will be hosted by a moderator. Each will 
also be aired live on WMAR-TV and streamed digitally on www.
wmar2news.com, WMAR-TV YouTube Channel, and Facebook 
page.

LWVMD
2024 

Senatorial 
Candidate 

Forums

Gail Sunderman, LWVMD Board Director and Candidate Forums Chair

Join the League of Women Voters of Maryland as we come together, 
meet our legislators, and discuss our priorities in Annapolis at LWVMD 
Lobby Night:

LWVMD Lobby Night
Monday, March 4, 2024

4:30 p.m. - dinner at 49 West Coffehouse, Annapolis, MD
6:00 p.m. - meeting with legislators at the MD State House

Lobby night is an excellent opportunity to speak with your elected 
officials and encourage them to support League positions.

During dinner we’ll hold a quick training for those who need it and 
gather handout materials. Afterward, we’ll walk over to the legislator’s 
office in the state house. Please bring a state-issued ID (needed to 
enter the capitol) and comfortable walking shoes as there will be 
walking and some stairs involved.

LWVMD
Lobby
Night

Democratic Senatorial Forum
Tuesday, April 16, 2024

7:00 p.m.– 8:00 p.m.
WMAR-TV

Republican Senatorial Forum
Wednesday, April 17, 2024

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
WMAR-TV

The Candidate Forum Committee is looking for volunteers. If you are 
interested, please contact Gail Sunderman at gsunderman@lwvmd.org.
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Events

Jackie Coolidge, LWVUS Lobby Corps Coordinator

LWVMD 
Day on 

Capitol Hill

Save the Date! LWVMD’s annual “Day on Capitol Hill” will be:

LWVMD Day on Capitol Hill
Monday, April 22, 2024
~10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

virtual

We will continue with our “virtual” format and look forward 
to the opportunity for interaction with our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress or their knowledgeable staff 
members. The topic will be voting rights legislation. The 
event will require prior registration and will be limited to 
LWVMD members, as in previous years. Be on the lookout for 
registration information when details get finalized.

Hold the 
Date for Two 

Important 
Meetings in 

June

Linda Kohn, LWVMD President

LWVMD will hold its Council meeting on June 1. 
Compared to the state convention that was held in 
June 2023, council is often a smaller meeting. We will 
adopt a budget for 2024-2025 and also conduct any 
other business that needs to happen. Although it tends 
to be smaller and shorter than convention, we are still 
planning to offer an interesting and thought-provoking 
program. If you want to help us plan it, just let me know 
at pres@lwvmd.org.

LWVUS will hold its national convention on June 27-30 in 
Washington, D.C. and online (hybrid). Among other things, 
the convention will vote on bylaws changes, program 
and board of directors. In addition to great speakers and 
interesting break-out sessions, it’s always a fun opportunity 
to mingle with colleagues across the country. As more 
information becomes available, we will share it. Registration 
is already open at the LWVUS website at www.lwv.org/
league-management/events/council-convention.  

LWVMD Council
June 1, 2024

LWVUS Convention
June 27-30, 2024
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Committees

The LWVMD Action Team has approved more than 81 pieces of 
testimony and another dozen coalition sign-on letters that were 
submitted by members of our Advocacy Teams: Administration 
of Justice, Campaign Finance, Elections, Environment, Fire Arm 
Safety, Health, Meeting Basic Human Needs, Taxes and Budget and 
Transportation. 

LWVMD 
Advocacy is 
Amped Up!

We are making our voices heard in Annapolis!! Our testimony is posted on the LWVMD 
Testimony 2024 webpage at the end of the week when it was presented or submitted.

One of the most important set of bills that we are supporting is the Fair Share for Maryland 
Act of 2024 SB 766/HB 1007. The state of Maryland is predicted to experience hundreds of 
millions in structural deficits in the near future that will balloon to $2 billion by fiscal 2029. 
A structural deficit is a condition where planned and/or mandated expenditures exceed 
revenue generation achieved with existing sources. Many of the programs and services that 
the League supports will be in jeopardy if these bills, or at least portions them, don’t pass. 

LWVMD’s positions include support for: 1) a progressive tax system, and 2) an equitable 
and efficient fiscal structure. Through study and consensus, LWVMD adopted a position 
supporting a fiscal system that produces adequate and timely revenues to finance planned 
expenditures. This year, the Fair Share for Maryland Act of 2024 would accomplish those 
goals.
 
The combination of closing tax loopholes, increasing taxes on the wealthy, and enforcing our 
current tax laws will raise enough revenue to end the cycle of operating under structural 
deficits. It is only fair that the wealthiest households and the largest corporations pay their 
share, just like our Maryland small businesses already do. Polling conducted by Hart Research 
in October of 2023 found that 64% of Marylanders surveyed believe that our tax system is 
unfair and three out of four said it is important that wealthy individuals pay their fair share. 
79% support closing loopholes that allow many of the largest corporations operating here 
to shift their profits to low or zero tax, giving them an unfair advantage over Maryland’s 
small businesses, which are the backbone of our economy. Maryland needs to catch up with 
the majority of states which have already closed these loopholes. We can go even further 
and close loopholes employed by multinational corporations by shifting their profits to 
international tax havens such as Bermuda.
 
One of the great contributors to the wealth gap in our state and in the nation is the ability to 
pass millions of dollars from one generation to the next with little tax consequence. The Fair 
Share Plan proposes the returning current estate tax exemption to $2 million. Heirs can still 
inherit much larger sums than that, but they will need to pay some tax on it. 
 
While the Fair Share Plan increases taxes on the very wealthy who pay a smaller share of 
their income than middle- and lower-income workers, it also expands the child tax credit 
which is an important tool for ending child poverty.
 
Our leaders in the House and Senate as well as our Governor have bold visions for improving 
the future of all residents in Maryland. Many of which LWVMD supports. However, if we 
don’t get realistic about how to pay for that future, those visions will never be realized. This 
is going to be a tough sell as even the most progressive Maryland residents and businesses 
resist paying their fair share.

Nancy Soreng, LWVMD Advocacy Committee Co-Chair, 
and Jackie Coolidge, LWVUS Lobby Corps Coordinator

6 SBL Feb 2024

https://www.lwvmd.org/testimony
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Committees

On February 14, LWV turned 104 years old. To celebrate, LWVMD 
launched its new website theme. The Online Services team worked 
hard behind the scenes to transition the website to the new theme, 
which gives the website a sleek, modern look. The new layout also 
simplifies the page display, creating an easier reading and browsing 
experience, especially on mobile browsers. 

LWVMD.org 
Gets a New 

Look

Another new feature you may notice on your first visit to the LWVMD website is a cookie 
notification popup. This notification alerts users to the fact our site uses browser cookies to 
store information and to improve functionality as you navigate the site. The popup also gives 
users a link to a short explanation of how cookies and personal data are used. 

If you have any questions about the new layout, please contact online@lwvmd.org.

Amanda SubbaRao, LWVMD Board Director and Online Services Chair

At the February 22 meeting of the Maryland State Board 
of Elections (SBE), staff reported that the No Labels Party 
had completed all the requirements to be recognized as a 
political party in Maryland. 

The voter registration forms have already been updated 
on the SBE website. Voter registration volunteers should 
discard all old forms and use only the revised version for 
future voter registration events.  

Voter 
Registration 

Forms 
Updated

Ralph Watkins, Making Democracy Work 
Committee Chair, LWV Montgomery County
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