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The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that democratic government
depends upon informed and active participation in government and requires that
governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by among other requirements
giving adequate notice of proposed actions, holding open meetings, and making public
records understandable and accessible. This has been a principle of the League since our
founding in 1920.

This legislation seeks to identify the votes cast by each individual member of a public body
who votes on legislation, to cite the amendments passed by the public body and to require
that a reprint of legislation as introduced with amendments specifically identified be made
available. It further requires that such information be posted “promptly” on the internet.
We support making available all information about the actions of any public body,
especially a record of legislation introduced and the votes of each member of a public
body, and we support posting it where it is easily accessible. We are concerned that the
effect of the modification of current law as proposed would appear to make such posting
an alternative to live streaming or a video recording the meeting.

We would support this legislation without reservation if it required both the live streaming
or video recording of the meeting and posting on the internet. As drafted, the video
provision is an alternative, not a requirement. How long the record of the actions of the
public body might be accessible on the internet under this legislation of concern to us.
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