
 

 
 
 

Testimony on HB 271 – 
Maryland Transit Administration – Farebox Recovery, Goals, and Performance Indicators 

Appropriations 

 
 
Position: Favorable 

Get Maryland Moving, a broad coalition of business and civic leaders, riders and citizens 
supports HB 271.  

Job creation and access to reliable, affordable public transit go hand in hand. We must use our 
public transportation assets to enable more Maryland residents to get to and from their jobs and 
educational opportunities safely and efficiently. Good transit is good for business; employers and 
employees rely on it.  
 
Fixing the ineffective farebox recovery mandate is a critical first step to ensure that more citizens 
of Maryland have access to employment centers through a safe, reliable, and connected 
transportation system. The undersigned are pleased to join as a broad coalition of regional 
employers, business and civic leaders, unions, and environmental groups to support a full repeal 
of the farebox recovery mandate to allow for a more efficient transit system in the Maryland 
Transit Administration’s (MTA) service area. 

The legislatively mandated farebox recovery rate is a counterproductive requirement that creates 
a strong disincentive for MTA to invest resources in improving service.  It’s time to repeal that 
mandate so that Marylanders will experience high quality service from our state’s transit system. 

We urge support for HB 271. 

Get Maryland Moving is a new coalition of stakeholders that believe that stronger public transportation in the 
greater Baltimore region is necessary for strengthening our communities and our regional economy. Coalition co-
chairs are Caroline Paff of Sagamore Development and Min. Glenn Smith of the Coppin Heights CDC and the 
Baltimore Transit Equity Coalition. Other members include the undersigned. 
 
 



Caroline Paff, Sagamore Development Company (Co-Chair) 
Min. Glenn Smith, Baltimore Transit Equity Coalition, Coppin Heights CDC (Co-Chair) 
Zach Babo  
Mark Edelson  
Joe Jones, Center for Urban Families  
Ricarra Jones, SEIU Local 1199  
David McClure, ATU Local 1300  
Brian O’Malley, Central Maryland Transportation Alliance  
Jimmy Rouse, Transit Choices 
Aaron Tomarchio, Tradepoint Atlantic  
Anna Ellis 
Elizabeth Degi Mount, Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance 
Marty Schwartz, Vehicles For Change 
Taffy Gwitira, Opportunity Coalition 
Liz Cornish, Bikemore 
Roxanna Beyrandvand, Baltimore Collegetown Network 
Lauren Moloney, Waterfront Partnership 
Ben Groff 
Demaune Millard, Family League of Baltimore 
Larry Schugam, Baltimore Education Campaign 
Caryn Aslan, Job Opportunities Task Force 
Maria Johnson 
Sean Winkler, Railway Engineer Maintenance Suppliers Association 
John Bullock, Baltimore City Council 
Samuel Jordan, Baltimore Transit Equity Coalition 
Nancy Soreng, League of Women Voters of Maryland 
Dru Schmidt-Perkins, 1000 Friends of Maryland 
Klaus Philipsen 
Greg Pecoraro, BWI Business Partnership 
James L. Shea 
Frank Rosenberg 
Sister Helen Amos, Mercy Medical Center 
Brent Bolin, Clean Water Action 
Larry Simmons, Elev8 Baltimore 
Amy Greensfelder 
Diamyn Wilson 
Juwel Lewis 
Natalia Skolnik, Community Law in Action (CLIA) 
Brian Miles 
Rahula Strohl 
George Hendericks 
Shantay Guy, Community Mediation 
Ryan Dorsey, Baltimore City Council 
 
 


