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Fall Calendar of Events
LWVAAC Board Meeting (virtual)
Tue, Sep 12, 4:30-6 p.m. 

LWVAAC Voter Registration*
Sat, Sep 16, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 
2-4 p.m.
Discoveries: The Library at the Mall
Annapolis      Sign up

LWVMD Constitution Day Panel
Mon, Sep 18, 10:30 a.m. 
UMD Law School, Baltimore RSVP

LWVAAC Voter Registration*
Tue, Sep 19, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
AA Community College Cafeteria, 
Arnold          Sign up

LWVAAC Voter Registration*
Tue, Sep 19, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Severn Center, 1160 Reece Rd,
Severn            Sign up 

LWVAAC Fall Welcome Back
Tue, Sep 19, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Busch Annapolis Library, 
1410 West St., Annapolis  RSVP

LWVMD Fall Workshop (virtual)
Sat, Sep 30, 9:30 a.m.      RSVP

LWVAAC Board Meeting (TBD)
Tue, Oct 11, 4:30-6 p.m.

*Volunteers Needed!
 Email Vera for details. 

LWVAAC Voter Registration*
“Civility Matters” event 
Tue, Oct 24, times TBA
AA Community College, Arnold

LWVMD Advocacy Training
Fri, Oct 27, 3 p.m.

LWVAAC Board Meeting 
(virtual)
Tue, Nov 14, 4:30-6 p.m. 

LWVAAC Voter Registration*
Weeks of Nov 6 & 13
AACPS High Schools

LWVAAC Holiday Gathering & 
Charity Drive
Date and venue TBD

September 19, 2023

https://www.lwvaacmd.org
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/efdonation
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/voter_toolkit
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/nvrd2023
https://www.lwvmd.org/constitution_day_2023
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/nvrd2023
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/nvrd2023
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/23welcomeback
https://www.lwvmd.org/fall_workshop_2023
mailto:votersvc@lwvaacmd.org
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Dear Members, 

With Autumn’s arrival, LWVAAC returns to full 
strength with a new spectrum of activities. 

We begin by celebrating the 11th annual National 
Voter Registration Day (NVRD) on Tuesday, 
September 19. For this year’s NVRD, our Voter 
Services team has ambitiously organized two 
days of registration events at three different 
locations. Adding another dimension, our Fall 
Kickoff committee chose to mark the occasion 
with a fun and informative Welcome Back social 
for members. I hope you’ll take part in this year’s 
NVRD festivities.

Our Voter Service team also deserves credit for 
LWVAAC’s latest initiative: custom LWV reusable 
grocery totes (see p. 5). When the county passed 
legislation limiting the use of plastic bags, the 
team saw an opportunity for LWVAAC to benefit 
the environment, promote the League and 
VOTE411, recognize our volunteers and raise 
some funds. We’ll have the totes on sale at the 
Welcome Back for a one-night only cash and 
carry price of $10 - don’t miss out!

Because the League is stronger when we work 
together, the LWVAAC Board is committed to 
exploring new methods of connecting members 
with information, resources and each other. We 

President’s Message
are in the process of 
joining League in Action, 
an LWV-branded app 
powered by 
OutreachCircle, that you 
can download to your 
mobile device. Once 
installed, the League in 
Action app will allow you 
to search for and follow 
the activities of 
LWVAAC, LWVUS and other Leagues around 
the country, with the option of receiving screen 
notifications. While we will continue to use email 
as the primary way to communicate with our 
League members, we also understand how easy 
it is for emails to get buried in your inbox. 
League in Action will alert you to League news 
on your mobile device and offer the ability to 
take action in real time. We’ll provide more 
details when LWVAAC is officially part of League 
in Action.

Of course, as we strive to Empower Voters. 
Defend Democracy, we need your guidance on 
League priorities. I encourage you to let the 
Board know your interests by completing our 
League Issues Survey.  

This September 19, please volunteer to register 
voters if you’re able, join us for the Welcome 
Back and treat yourself to an LWV reusable bag! 

I look forward to getting to know you and to an 
exciting year ahead.

~Amanda

Amanda SubbaRao

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/nvrd2023
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/23welcomeback
http://lwvaacmd.square.site/s/shop
http://lwvaacmd.square.site/s/shop
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/23welcomeback
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/23welcomeback
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Faces of Our League
Barb Biebl and John Thompson
Q:  What prompted you to join the League?

Barb was very impressed with VOTE411 in the 
last election; she tells her friends whenever voting 
comes up!  She wants to support a government 
that works for everyone and to use her talents to 
find a sense of common purpose and community 
with like-minded individuals. 

John is looking for a way to give back to society.

Q:  What civic issues do you care most about?

Barb is particularly interested in voter registration and VOTE411, young family and youth mental 
health support, and plastic reduction and recycling.

John’s interests lie in encouraging everyone to vote regardless of party affiliation, and learning more 
about local, state, and federal government functions. 

Q:  What were your primary careers?

Barb spent 23 years in federal government service, first in the U.S. 
Army as a patient care specialist (medic), then as an analyst, 
program manager and contract specialist. She also enjoyed variety in 
her earlier days as a senior financial analyst, department store sales 
manager, and newspaper girl. She is currently pursuing a degree in 
Studio Arts and enjoys being a longstanding member of the 
Maryland Hall figure drawing co-op.

John was originally trained as an Industrial Arts teacher; he used 
those skills to build a custom woodworking business. He later went 
on to kitchen design and then solid surface and stone countertop 
sales. He is currently pursuing classes at Anne Arundel Community 
College. #

Member News

New members John Thompson and Barb Biebl
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https://www.lwvaacmd.org/join2
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Faces of Our League
Hannah Collins

Q: What prompted you to join the League? 

While volunteering for the Steuart Pittman re-
election campaign, I was chosen to do research 
on activist groups throughout the county. The 
League really stuck out to me as a group that 
was making a huge impact, and in the summer 
of 2022, I submitted my application to join. 

Q: What civics issues do you care most about? 

I care about urban planning, community 
development, and education policy.

Q: What is your primary career? 

I am a student at West Virginia University.

Q: What might other League members be 
interested in knowing about you? 

I enjoy writing, reading, and I’m absolutely 
obsessed with major cities. #

Student member Hannah Collins
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Welcome Back Members!
Join us for an after-work social with light 
refreshments and a presentation by Ryan 
Kirby, Public Policy Specialist for the 
Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center.

Mechanics and Benefits of Ranked 
Choice Voting

When: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Where: Community Meeting Room, 
Busch Annapolis Library, 1410 West St.

What: A chance to visit with old and new 
friends, hear LWVAAC’s plans for the 
year and gain insights into a topic of 
current interest.

RSVP: lwvaacmd.org/23welcomeback

About our speaker: In his role as Public 
Policy Specialist for the Ranked Choice 
Voting Resource Center, Ryan Kirby supports 
the Policy Director and administers the 
organization’s internship program. He 
previously served as the Chief of Staff for 
Maryland State Senator Cheryl Kagan. Ryan 
graduated Summa Cum Laude from Towson 
University with a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 
with honors in Political Science and a 
minor in American Studies.

Plus, a one-night only sale…

ONE-TIME 
INTRODUCTORY 

OFFER FOR 
LWVAAC 

MEMBERS!

Port Authority® Ideal Twill Grocery Tote
Durable 10-ounce, 100% cotton twill
Cotton web handles with reinforced stitching
Imprinted with LWVAAC & VOTE411 logos
Dimensions:15"h x 13.5"w x 7.25"d
Approx. 1,800 cubic inches

Made for LWVAAC by Kwikgrafx Screenprinting, an 
Anne Arundel County minority-owned business.

SEPTEMBER 19 ONLY! 

$10 cash/check
$10.60 credit

TAKE ONE HOME!

Autumn’s in the air and 

school’s back in session…

it’s time to kick off the 

2023-24 program year…

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/23welcomeback
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Pursuing mission goals 
through teamwork  
By Amanda SubbaRao, President

As some of you are aware, our national League is 
in the midst of a multi-phase Transformation 
Journey to ensure a strong LWV for the next 
century. The current phase of the LWVUS 
Transformation Journey seeks “to grow the 
League's impact at all levels, provide a high-
quality and consistent membership experience, 
and stay financially strong to meet the challenges 
to democracy that lie ahead of us.” 

The League’s future was also on the minds of 
participants at our LWVAAC annual retreat in 
June. What local issues and activities are priorities 
for LWVAAC members? How can our League 
increase its outreach and impact within the 
county? Are our programs meeting the 
expectations of our members? Are they accessible 
and of interest to potential new members?  

One proposal stood out because it touched 
several goals the Board hoped to achieve:

• increase members’ understanding of League 
positions on local issues and/or engagement in 
League voter services;

• gain deeper understanding of the current 
situation in Anne Arundel County relative to 
important League issues, such as Election 
Processes, Affordable Housing, Transportation, 
Solid Waste Management, Land Use, and 
Immigration; 

• build capacity and strengthen our League 
community by bringing together members who 
have common interests. 

Under this proposal, LWVAAC will offer 
members the opportunity to join a League 
Issue-Focused Team (LIFT) that interests them. 
Each LIFT will hold regular meetings to learn 
about the issue and recommend or undertake 
actions, with guidance from a LWVAAC Board 
liaison. 

As an initial step toward implementation of our 
LIFT proposal, I invite you to take a short 
survey on our website to help the Board assess 
priority areas and member interest in team 
involvement. Thank you! #

Photo by Nick Fewings on Unsplash

LWVAAC members gather at Lake Waterford Park to 
share fresh ideas and develop plans for the year. 
(Photo by K. Larrabee)

Annapolis
Barb Biebl & John Thompson
Christiana Logansmith
Edgewater
Christine Philipp
Hanover
Toni Yancey
Odenton
Laniel Brown
Pasadena Vancouver, WA
Jay Crawford Lois Saint Surin

https://www.lwv.org/transformation
https://www.lwv.org/transformation
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/current_positions
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://unsplash.com/@jannerboy62?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/GoXNygZlftg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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2023-24 LWVAAC Leadership
Board of Directors Position Portfolio League Email
Amanda SubbaRao President All pres@lwvaacmd.org
Alexis Dorsey Vice President Observer Corps vp@lwvaacmd.org
Niecy Chambers Treasurer Communications/Fundraising treasurer@lwvaacmd.org
Joyce Martin Secretary Case Method Project secretary@lwvaacmd.org
Carolyn Ciepiela Appointed Director Voter Services cciepiela@lwvmd.org
Susan Cochran Appointed Director Land Use/GAN Liaison scochran@lwvmd.org
Marguerite Duffy Elected Director Enrichment Activities mduffy@lwvmd.org
Vera Herath Elected Director Voter Services Co-Chair vherath@lwvmd.org
Vicki Jordan Elected Director Voter Services Co-Chair vjordan@lwvmd.org
Kathy Larrabee Elected Director Membership/Communications klarrabee@lwvmd.org
Ashley Oleson Elected Director Communications aoleson@lwvmd.org
Abby Root Elected Director Action/AAHC Liaison aroot@lwvmd.org
Alfa Stevens Appointed Director Communications astevens@lwvmd.org
Carol Sures Director Emeritus
Sarah Thwaites Director Emeritus

Standing Committees
Bylaws Nominating
Alexis Dorsey, Chair Niecy Chambers, Chair
Kathy Larrabee Carolyn Ciepiela
Gege Polevitzky Jeri Schoenfeld

Portfolio Group Emails
Board of Directors board-aac@lwvmd.org
Action action@lwvaacmd.org
Communications media-aac@lwvmd.org
Events program@lwvaacmd.org
Membership memb-aac@lwvmd.org
Observer Corps observer@lwvaacmd.org
Voter Services votersvc@lwvaacmd.org

As established in our bylaws, the LWVAAC 
Board of Directors consists of the elected 
officers (president, vice president, treasurer 
and secretary), six elected directors and not 
more than six appointed directors. 
Board elections are held at the annual 
membership meeting. Officers and directors 
take office on July 1 and serve for two years. 
At the first Board meeting after July 1, the 
elected Board members may appoint up to 
six additional directors as needed to carry on 
the work of the League. Appointed directors 
serve until the following June 30.
If you’d like to learn more about joining the 
Board or participating off-Board, please 
email pres@lwvaacmd.org and/or come to a 
Board meeting. Meetings are posted on our 
calendar and members are always welcome.

mailto:pres@lwvaacmd.org
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/calendar
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/calendar
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Meet the County Board of 
Elections
By Vera Herath, Director and Voter Services 
Co-chair

A new Anne Arundel County Board of 
Elections (BoE) was sworn in on June 8, 
2023. Edward Evans (D) and Jason 
Rheinstein (R), replaced outgoing Board 
President Brenda Yarema (R) and outgoing 
Secretary Thomas Gardner (R), whose terms 
expired. Mr. Evans and Mr. Rheinstein join 
returning members Trudy McFall (D), 
Tryphena Ellis-Johnson (D), and Robert 
Atkins (R). Board Attorney James Praley is a non-voting member. The new Board chose Ms. McFall 
as President, Mr. Atkins as Vice President, and Ms. Ellis-Johnson as Secretary.  

In Maryland, members of local Election Boards are appointed by the Governor to 4-year terms. State 
law requires that each county’s Board be comprised of two Republicans and two Democrats, with the 
fifth member aligning with the Governor’s party. Thus, Anne Arundel’s BoE now has a Democratic 
majority.

Mr. Evans is retired from the U.S. Postal Service and also worked as a union official, labor relations 
specialist, and an arbitration advocate. He has served as an election judge and canvasser. Mr. 
Rheinstein has worked on multiple campaigns with the Republican Central Committee and as a poll 
watcher. He was an attorney, and now works as a business consultant according to LinkedIn.

This Board will oversee the conduct of all state 
and federal elections held in Anne Arundel 
County. It is responsible for ensuring all eligible 
voters have convenient access to voter 
registration, accessible locations to vote, 
uniformity of election practices, fair and equitable 
elections, as well as the maintenance of 
registration records and other election-related 
data in a form that is accessible by the public. #

Voter Services

Anne Arundel County Board of Elections (l-r) Secretary Tryphena 
Ellis-Johnson, Jason Rheinstein, Vice President Robert Atkins, 
Edward Evans, and President Trudy McFall.

Watch for upcoming voter services 
events on the LWVAAC website, mark 
your calendar and plan to join us! 
Email Vera at votersvc@lwvaacmd.org 
to volunteer. No previous experience 
required. On-the-job training available.

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/vr_events
mailto:votersvc@lwvaacmd.org
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Voter Services in Action
By Vera Herath, Director and Voter Services Co-chair

This summer, LWVAAC provided voter 
registration and information at a number of 
events, including Juneteenth, the July 4th 
Naturalization Ceremony, Annapolis Family Day, 
National Night Out, and the March on 
Washington reenactment. 

Our League has a special cause for celebration each 
Fourth of July. Since 2006, LWVAAC has supported 
Independence Day naturalization ceremonies hosted 
by Historic Annapolis at the William Paca House in 
Annapolis. The ceremony is conducted by the U. S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services Baltimore field 
office. League volunteers ensure new U.S. citizens 
have an easy path to voter registration following the 
Oath of Allegiance. This year, 27 participants from 17 
countries became U.S. citizens; 22 eagerly registered 
to vote following the ceremony. A Color Guard, the 
Annapolis Town Crier, and the Annapolis Children’s 
Choir also participated in the festive occasion. 

Ghali Samar from Egypt (center) savors the moment with 
family and friends following her naturalization.

Thi Dinh 
from 
Vietnam 
celebrates 
her new U.S. 
citizenship 
with 4-year-
old son 
Winston, 
husband 
Matthew, 
and grand 
aunt. 

July 4, 2023

Soon-to-be citizens and proud onlookers fill the tent for the 
patriotic celebration at William Paca House. 
(Photos by K. Larrabee)



September 2023, Issue 130   Page 10 of 18

LWVAAC and the NAACP-AAC Branch often partner to 
provide voter registration at public events, as well as at 
our county’s public high schools. Partnerships double 
the resources to ensure a broader reach. Recently, 
LWVAAC member Dawn Edgerton-Cameron (center) 
and her husband, Perry Cameron (left), along with 
several NAACP members, offered voter registration 
assistance at the 7th Annual Annapolis Family Day 
Festival held at the Bates Athletic Complex. To live 
music in a family-friendly setting, Dawn and Perry 
walked among the crowd with voter registration forms 
fastened to their clipboards, encouraging potential 
voters to register, while NAACP staffed a voter services 
table. (Photographer unknown)

National Night Out (NNO) is held annually throughout the 
country. It’s a community-building campaign that began in 
1984 to promote police-community camaraderie. Local NNO 
gatherings allow for law enforcement and the public to come 
together under positive circumstances in the hope that such 
meetings will help make neighborhoods safer, more caring 
places to live. Today, NNO is held in 23 states in more than 
400 communities. While AAC police held NNO events in four 
regional police districts, LWVAAC again this year partnered 
with the Busch Annapolis Library to celebrate NNO.  
(Photos by V. Herath)

Barb Biebl helps a 
prospective voter complete 
the registration application. 

July 29, 2023 August 1, 2023

LWVAAC 
members Barb 
Biebl, Christiana 
Logansmith, and 
Dawn Edgerton-
Cameron become 
acquainted with 
the new MD State 
Board of 
Elections 
administrator 
Jared DeMarinis 
(see p. 12). 
Vera Herath (not 
shown) 
coordinated our 
League’s 
participation.
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August 26, 2023
As the LWVUS organized members to join a 60th commemorative March on Washington in the nation’s capital, 
LWVAAC members participated in an Annapolis remembrance organized by the Maryland Commission on 
African American History and Culture, the Anne Arundel County Caucus of African American Leaders and 
other partners. A reenactment march of approximately a mile began at the Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium and concluded with activities at the Annapolis City Dock’s Susan Campbell Park. 

League volunteers Barb Biebl, Vera Herath, Amanda 
SubbaRao, and Judith and Derek Thompson (seated below), 
joined in the events at the park, where LWVAAC shared an 
information table with the Maryland nonprofit ElevateHER, 
which focuses on Black well-being and community health 
and services for women. 

More than a quarter million people joined the 1963 March on Washington to bring 
attention to continuing challenges and inequalities faced by African Americans a 
century after emancipation. The monumental march influenced the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which ended the segregation of public institutions and 
prohibited employment discrimination based on race. This helped pave the way for 
the 24th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, permanently ending poll taxes in 
federal elections. It also laid groundwork for the adoption of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, which outlawed discriminatory voting practices. The March on Washington 
undeniably increased popular support for civil rights across the country, inspiring 
advances in legal, social, and institutional desegregation. [Smithsonian Institute]

(l-r) LWVAAC marchers Nikki Tyree (LWVMD Executive 
Director), Anne Myers, Linda Mazer and Dona Sauerburger; 
(not shown) Lisa Shore and Tim Swann. Dona is proudly 
sporting the t-shirt her mother wore for the March on 
Washington 60 years ago. (Photos by V. Herath)
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T

Maryland Board of Elections 
welcomes new administrator
By Kathy Larrabee, Director and Editor 

Just in time for the fast-approaching 2024 
election cycle, the five-member Maryland State 
Board of Elections (BoE) has selected Jared 
DeMarinis as new administrator. He is an 18-year 
veteran of the State BoE and succeeds Linda 
Lamone, who was administrator for 25 years. 

The State BoE, made up of three Republicans 
and two Democrats, voted unanimously on 
DeMarinis from a large pool of candidates. In an 
interview with Maryland Matters, Republican 
BOE member Sky Woodward said of DeMarinis, 
“this board was particularly impressed with 
Jared's passion for a nonpartisan approach to 
elections, his vision for the State Board of 
Elections, energy for cooperation and innovation, 
innovative solution-based approaches and things 
that will have to be advanced in the next realm of 
the State Board of Elections….” 

DeMarinis is well known in state campaign 
circles and among Maryland legislators. 
According to his LinkedIn profile, he was 
previously responsible for implementing electoral 
policy as well as the interpretation of state 
candidacy and campaign finance laws, and 
recently presided over the two most expensive 
gubernatorial elections in Maryland’s history. A 
native of New Jersey, DeMarinis also made a 
name for himself when he authored and passed 
one of the first in the nation regulations on social 
media use by a campaign and candidate and 
was counsel on a landmark case involving the 
legal issues of campaign contributions that 
exceeded the statutory limitation, improper 
expenditures, and voter fraud in New Jersey.  

DeMarinis is 49 years old, a widower, and father 
to two teenage daughters. In public comments, 
he has affectionately credited his teen daughters 
with his keen interest in technology. He is a 
graduate of Villanova University (’95) and 
Rutgers University School of Law-Newark (’01). 
Additionally, DeMarinis was adjunct professor of 
law at American University-Washington School 
of Law, where he taught a class on political and 
election law. In 2007, he served as an 
international election monitor for the 
parliamentary elections in Armenia. #

MD Board of Elections Administrator Jared DeMarinis 
(Photo courtesy of Maryland Matters)

Interested in election 
processes?  Click the 
link to take the League 
Issues Survey. See p. 6.

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift


September 2023, Issue 130   Page 13 of 18

Teaching history and civics 
through case study
By Joyce Martin, Secretary and Outreach Chair

“If you were drafting the Constitution in 1787, 
how much power would you grant the federal 
government over the states?” This was the 
question Anne Arundel County public school 
(AACPS) teachers Christina Sipe of Broadneck 
High School and Seth Wolak of South River High 
School posed to 40 community members 
participating in a virtual classroom discussion of 
the Harvard case study, James Madison’s 
Federal Negative and the Making of the 
Constitution. Hosted by LWVAAC in late June, 
this free, public, participatory program 
demonstrated the renowned Harvard Case 
Method approach to civics education and civil 
discourse, which asks participants to examine 
and respond to a key moment in American 
history by envisioning themselves in that time 
and situation, without the benefit of hindsight.

The League of Women Voters of the United 
States (LWVUS) has partnered with the Harvard 
Case Method Project (HCMP) to introduce the 
case method in high schools throughout the 
United States. Thanks to support from LWVUS, 
local Leagues, such as LWVAAC, nominate 
teachers each year to participate in the HCMP 
professional development program free of 
charge. The teachers are vetted through 
interviews with HCMP personnel and trained in 
the teaching method at a virtual workshop, now 
offered 3 to 4 times per academic year. The 

program provides the 
participating teachers with 
case studies and teaching 
materials, as well as 
access to HCMP veteran 
teachers and a vast array 
of materials through 
Harvard. The teachers 
agree to incorporate four 
of the available study 
units into their curriculum 
during the academic year.

This is the second year 
that LWVAAC has 
sponsored AACPS 
Advanced Placement 
teachers for HCMP training and hosted a 
community presentation. We are grateful to the 
teachers and AACPS Director of Social Studies 
Eve Case for the time devoted and commitment 
to civics education and civil discourse. #

Community Outreach

Christina Sipe

Seth Wolak

The collaboration 
between LWVUS 
and HCMP has 
introduced the 
case method to 

over one hundred 
school districts in 
48 states and the 

District of 
Columbia, and 

involved over one 
thousand teachers. 
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Action and Advocacy
County budget invests in 
affordable housing 
By Kathy Larrabee, Director and Editor

Even before the pandemic, a stable supply of 
housing, including rentals, was driving an 
affordability crisis in many jurisdictions, including 
right here in Anne Arundel County. Safe and 
affordable housing is not only foundational to 
individuals’ and families well-being but also to a 
vibrant economy.

The LWVAAC has long been an advocate for 
affordable housing based on its studies of the 
issue and adoption of a policy position that 
supports action to secure affordable housing for 
low- and very low-income residents and special 
populations in the county. In 2021, the median 
household income of Anne Arundel County 
households was $108,048. 

LWVAAC is a member of the 30-year-old Anne 
Arundel Affordable Housing Coalition (AAAHC). 
LWVAAC Director and Action Chair Abby Root is 
our League’s AAAHC liaison. In June, Abby 
attended a Coalition reception for member 
organizations and elected officials, including 
County Council members Julie Hummer (Dist. 4), 
Allison Pickard (Dist. 2), and Lisa Brannigan 
Rodvien (Dist. 6), who spoke of their support for 
more affordable housing in the county. 

Generally, Coalition members are optimistic 
about the county’s fiscal year 2023-24 budget 
investments for affordable housing. Highlights 
include: 

Dedicated Revenue Stream for Affordable 
Housing: Increases the taxation rate from 1% to 
1.5% on property transfers valued greater than 
$1 million. Tax proceeds will fund the Anne 
Arundel County Affordable Housing Trust Fund, 
administered by Arundel Community 
Development Services Inc. (ACDS) on behalf of 
the county. Funding is intended for the 
development and redevelopment of affordable 
rental housing units.  

Eviction Prevention: Increases support for the 
ACDS’s Eviction Prevention program.

Homeless Prevention: Provides $500,000 
toward a rapid rehousing program managed by 
ACDS to assist residents facing immediate 
eviction or other emergency housing crises. 

Going forward, the Coalition would like the 
county to invest in Moderately Priced Dwelling 
Units (MPDU) and group homes. #

Interested in affordable 
housing?  Click the link 
to take the League 
Issues Survey. See p. 6.

https://acdsinc.org
https://acdsinc.org
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
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Developing 20/20 vision for 
the County’s future
By Kathy Larrabee, Director, and Alexis Dorsey, VP

In Anne Arundel County (AAC), the mere mention 
of planning, development and zoning can ignite 
emotional responses. In a recent weekly e-
newsletter to subscribers, County Executive 
Stuart Pittman said he also can be emotional 
about development. He bravely broached the 
topic, making clear he is pro-development when 
it occurs in the right places and against it when it 
harms the environment. He said in a week’s time 
he had visited several construction sites after 
being called on by outraged residents. Though 
the environmental insult he witnessed was hard 
to reconcile, he reminded readers that Anne 
Arundel is a “development-by-right” county. This 
may sound like a technical or 
complex term, but the definition 
is simple: by right, types of 
uses and development are 
permitted on a particular piece 
of land under the existing local 
regulations. He said, 
“Neighbors, county employees, 
county council members, and 
county executives are not 
empowered to deny grading or 
building permits for reasons 
other than noncompliance with 
county code, even when we’d 
prefer no development on the 
site.” 

The LWVAAC’s interest in planning and zoning 
dates to the mid-1980s. In 1986, an LWVAAC 
study group investigated county planning and 
zoning, and our League ultimately developed a 
policy position to support controlled growth, 
enforcement of land use controls, and adoption 
of new regulations to support these concepts. In 
1992, LWVAAC updated its earlier study, which 
remains relevant today. With a formal policy 
position, LWVAAC is confident to weigh in on 
issues when appropriate. LWVAAC members 
have frequently interacted with the county Office 
of Planning and Zoning (OPZ) as well as with 
advisors to the county executive. 

Recently, a small group of LWVAAC members, 
interested in land use and urban development, 
met virtually with Cindy Carrier, head of the Long-
Range Planning Section of the OPZ Planning 
Division, which also includes the Cultural 

Resources Section and the 
Research and GIS Section. 
Conversation centered on the 
ongoing process to develop the 
county’s 20-year General 
Development plan, known as 
Plan2040. Progress reports are 
prepared annually and, in the 
spirit of transparency, 
background on the elements to 
be addressed in Plan2040 is 
available online.

Carrier addressed the 
intricacies of long-planning 

https://www.lwvaacmd.org/planning_and_zoning
https://www.aacounty.org/planning-and-zoning/countywide-planning/plan2040
https://www.aacounty.org/planning-and-zoning/countywide-planning/plan2040/annual-progress-report
https://www.aacounty.org/planning-and-zoning/countywide-planning/plan2040/plan2040-process
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planning, which sets the policy framework to 
protect the natural environment, shape 
development, provide public community services, 
and support a diverse and resilient economy. She 
spoke at length about the history of the planning 
process and the extensive work that was 
involved in developing and refining Plan2040, 
including dozens of public forums and  thousands 
of comments from the community, as well as 
coordination from more than 20 County 
departments, State and Federal agencies, 
nonprofit organizations, and private sector 
partners. 

Within Plan2040, there are subplans that focus 
on specific systems, such as the Transportation 
Functional Master Plan, the Water and Sewer 
Master Plan, Land Preservation Parks and 
Recreation Plan, Greenways Plan, and specific 
geographic regions such as the Region Plans 
and Town Center master plans for Parole, Glen 
Burnie, and Odenton. The purpose of these 
plans is to complement, detail, and assist in 
implementing the goals, policies and strategies 
of Plan2040. Master plans for the town centers 
are intended to concentrated development in 
these areas to help prevent county sprawl. 
Plan2040 specifically calls for a fundamental 
shift away from sprawling growth and toward 
smarter, more focused redevelopment of existing 
urban areas and areas surrounding mass transit.

Community boundaries are defined by nine 
regions within the county. The process to identify 
local needs or concerns of each region is led by 
members of the nine respective Stakeholders 
Advisory Committees (SAC). Committee 
members are appointed from pools of 
applicants. Carrier said the SAC members work 
diligently to understand the unique issues, 
characteristics, and strengths of each region 
after engaging with their residents through 
townhall meetings, online surveys and listening 
sessions, for example. A shared vision among 
residents and SACs is intended to inform the 
committee’s specific recommendations about 
land use, zoning, environmental protection, 
transportation improvements, public facilities, 
and community design.  

[continued next page]
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The SACs for regions 2, 4, and 7 
have produced Preliminary Draft 
Region Plans and Zoning Maps. 
The SACs for regions 1, 3, and 9 
have been selected and will 
begin work later in 2023. The 
SACs for regions 5, 6, and 8 will 
begin the public process in 2024. 
To be informed on activities in 
your region, click here. 

If you would enjoy learning more 
about the work of the OPZ, 
consider joining the LWVAAC 
Observer Corps. League 
observers gain insight into local 
government, make personal 
connections with elected 
representatives and monitor 
governmental actions in real 
time. Contact LWVAAC VP Alexis 
Dorsey for an overview of the 
many ways you may participate 
in the Observer Corps. #

Interested in land use?  
Click the link to take 
the League Issues 
Survey. See p. 6.

County adopts voluntary public 
campaign financing system
By Abby Root, Director and Action Chair

As reported in the June 2023 issue of The Voter, LWVAAC was 
an active participant in recent initiatives to bring public 
campaign financing to Anne Arundel County. After 18 months 
and several setbacks, County Council successfully passed Bill 
25-23, establishing a voluntary system of public campaign 
financing for candidates running for County Council and County 
Executive. Our League was honored to accept the County 
Executive’s invitation to witness the bill signing on June 13.

LWVAAC representatives Kathy Larrabee, Dona Sauerburger and Susan 
Cochran join the County Executuive, County Councilmembers and other 
advocates at the June signing of Bill 25-23. (Photographer unknown)

https://www.aacounty.org/planning-and-zoning/community-planning/region-planning
mailto:observer@lwvaacmd.org
mailto:observer@lwvaacmd.org
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://www.lwvaacmd.org/lift
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/lwvmaryland/pages/437/attachments/original/1686263645/129news-Jun23comp.pdf?1686263645
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In League

League of Women 
Voters of Maryland 
Preliminary 2023-24 Calendar 

Email info@lwvmd.org to confirm 
dates and times.

mailto:info@lwvmd.org

