MARCH 2019
CO-PRESIDENT LETTER
by Betsy Grater and Beth Hufnagel, Co-Presidents
Definition for March-Lobbying- where did we get the expression?
Men who wished to promote special interests were at one time allowed the use of
the legislative chambers. Because their insidious persistence, however, they were
ultimately banished to the “lobby” of the chambers-where they seemed to do just
about as well. (Why Do We Say It-Castle Books)
I thought this definition was appropriate for the Legislative session that we are now
experiencing. There are many opportunities for League members to express your
opinion about the bills that have been introduced. There are over a thousand. And,
you don’t have to leave your comfortable chair, go out in the nasty weather to
express your views. The LWVMD’s “When You Go to Annapolis” pamphlet (which
you can find at https://www.lwvmd.org/when_you_go_to_annapolis) will tell you
who and how to contact your representatives. Let them hear from you or visit
lwvhowardmd.org to find out more.
However, it is always interesting to attend some of the rallies or a hearing on a
particular bill of interest. Hearing other points of view is always enlighten and
broadens one’s perspective. For information on bills, legislators, synopses, budget
go to: http://mgaleg.maryland.gov.
The Nominating Committee is tackling the annual necessity of asking League
Members to serve on the Board. When you are approached take time to seriously
consider your participation in the many activities the League requires to Make
Democracy Work. If you can’t see your way clear to serve on the Board, volunteer
to help on a committee, a special event, or fundraising.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 5
Howard County Citizens’ Budget
Hearing, 7 pm, Howard County
Court House
MARCH 6
Rescheduled February Unit
Meeting, 10 am, Vantage House
MARCH 7
LWVHC Board Meeting, 7 pm,
Oakland Manor
MARCH 20
March Unit Meeting 1, 10 am – 12
pm, Vantage House
MARCH 21
March Unit Meeting 2, 7 pm,
Oakland Manor

In addition to the Nominating Committee, the Budget Committee is busy preparing
the budget for 2019-2020 that will take us into the Merging Process, which began
this past year. Learn more about this process at the Annual Meeting, April 23, at
Historic Oakland Manor. Mark your calendars now and plan to attend. Details will
appear in the April Voter.
February 14th LWVUS celebrated the 99th Anniversary of the League and Howard
County it’s 73rd Anniversary.
Stay warm, spring will come!
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The League of Women Voters is
where hands-on work to safeguard
democracy leads to civic

FUNDRAISING UPDATE
by Michelle Trotter, Director of Fundraising
Did you know that you can help the League earn fundraising dollars through
your volunteer hours? Here is one way that members can become
philanthropists for the League of Women Voters of Howard County (LWVHC).
Consider participating in your firm’s corporate volunteer grant program.
Many companies, like Aetna, which was recently acquired by CVS Health, will
support your favorite nonprofits by donating $300 annually for
volunteerism. Designated nonprofits will receive requested donations when
employees log in 20 volunteer hours per year for each nonprofit that they
volunteer for. CVS Health will match 15 hours of volunteered time. A large
number of nonprofits, such as the LWVHC, are listed in Aetna CVS Health’s
volunteerism database. This makes it easy to choose LWVHC as one of your
nonprofits and log in hours for the League. Once the request has been
approved, LWVHC will receive a check.
Companies give to almost all 501(c)(3) nonprofits. The amount donated
through corporate volunteer grant programs varies considerably from $250 to
$1000 per employee for each nonprofit. There is a minimum number of
volunteer hours required as well as a cap. Apple, for example, donates $25 for
every hour volunteered with no minimum number of required volunteer
hours. Employees must log their volunteer hours and submit their grant
request on the company’s online portal at support@benevity.com. Learn more
about corporate volunteer grants here:
https://www.thebalancesmb.com/corporate-volunteer-grants-what-they-arehow-they-work-2501993.
There are also opportunities to volunteer as a team. eBay foundation supports
and encourages volunteerism of its employees. eBay Foundation provides
grants of $500-$5000 to nonprofits when teams of its employees serve as
volunteers. Organizing a group of employees to volunteer for voter
registration is an example of a team volunteer event. You can learn more here:
https://doublethedonation.com/matching-gifts/ebay-inc.
Although the opportunity is less abundantly available, retirees could possibly
qualify for volunteer grants. As of 2013, Bank of America reported giving
money to nonprofits for volunteer hours logged by employees and retirees. Go
to https://about.bankofamerica.com/en-us/what-guides-us/find-grantssponsorships.html to learn more.
As a League member, you have the opportunity to assist with funding LWVHC
activities. Please take advantage of corporate volunteer grant funding by
checking with your current or former employers.
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LWVHC PROGRAMS AND UNIT MEETING UPDATES
by Thea Jones, Vice President and Program Director
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Please read the entire March report for postponed meetings, new meetings, and updates!
FEBRUARY UNIT MEETING ON THE ENVIRONMENT
The LWVHC February Unit Meeting was postponed due to weather. The new date for this meeting on environmental issues is
Wednesday, March 6, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in the classroom at Vantage House. Please ask for directions at the reception desk
when you sign-in. There will not be a Thursday night meeting.
You will not want to miss this meeting as Betsy Singer, our Environment Director, will be discussing current and upcoming
legislation before the Maryland General Assembly. There is much action on the environment in Maryland and also here in
Howard County and you will be well-informed after Betsy’s presentation.
Betsy’s discussion will include important environment bills such as those on the:
•
•
•
•

Clean Energy Jobs Act
Ban on Expanded Polystyrene Foam Food Packaging
Pipeline Safety Act
Forest Conservation

Many of the issues discussed have not yet been resolved by the Maryland General Assembly and you can determine their
status by checking both the LWVMD website and the website of the General Assembly.
To follow environmental legislation in the MD General Assembly, visit http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/, click on “Legislation by
Session” and search for Environment. For information on LWVMD priorities, visit https://www.lwvmd.org/, select “Action”
and/or “News” for current information on legislative action.
MARCH 2019 UNIT MEETINGS: PROGRAM PLANNING & BAIL REFORM
It’s Your Turn to Speak Up, Speak Out, and Act! All members of the League of Women Voters Howard County are urged to
attend one of two unit meetings in March and bring your ideas for the direction you would like the League to take in 20192020! The program planning sessions at this month’s unit meetings are especially important, as they will guide us in setting
our policy agenda for FY 2019-2020.
Meetings are scheduled for Wednesday, March 20, 2019 at Vantage House at 10:00 a.m. and Thursday, March 21, 2019 at
7:00 p.m. at Oakland Manor.
OUR MARCH MEETINGS WILL FOCUS ON TWO IMPORTANT TOPICS:
1. Program Planning and LWVHC Positions
2. Bail Reforms
TOPIC 1: PROGRAM PLANNING AND LWVHC POSITIONS:
At this meeting, we will be discussing our programs and priorities for the upcoming fiscal year. We need your input! Please
reflect on the following questions and attend one of our two March Unit Meetings to make your voice heard.
•
•

Are you in agreement with the current positions of the LWVHC?
What, if any, studies should be considered to support the educational, social and economic direction that Howard
County is taking?
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LWVHC PROGRAMS AND UNIT MEETING UPDATES, continued
•
•

What topics are of interest to you as we plan informational meetings for the 2019-2020 league year? Do you know
speakers who would be of interest to our membership?
What can you do to support the LWVHC in non-election years?

Background on Program Planning and LWVHC Positions
According to our by-laws, “the principles adopted by the National Convention of the LWVUS and supported by the League as a
whole constitute the Principles and Program of the LWVHC.” Furthermore, “The Program of the LWVHC shall consist of the
governmental issues chosen for concerted study and action.” The by-laws also state that a proposed program should be
adopted at the Annual Meeting and that members should receive the proposed program prior to the General Meeting. We
plan to prepare this “proposed program” based on information gathered at our March unit meetings, present it to members
in the April Voter and have the membership vote on the 2019-20 Program at our General Meeting on April 23, 2019.
To prepare for Program Planning and the LWVHC Positions Review at our March Unit Meetings, please take a little time to
complete the following:
•

Read and review the current positions of the LWVHC on pages 17 – 21 of the 2018 -2019 Handbook, which you
access at https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/units. At the March meetings, we will use a chart listing our current
positions and indicate whether these positions should be retained, updated, or dropped.

•

Identify any studies that might be undertaken by our League in 2019 – 2020 or in 2020-2021. We had no studies
this year. The last study undertaken by the LWVHC was the Housing Study which was completed in 2018. You can
determine the date of the last study done on any position by the dates in parentheses after the position statement.
Note that this current year we also studied “Death with Dignity” and “Bail Reform” to support studies being done by
the League of Women Voters of Maryland (LWVMD.)

•

Bring a list of topics that could be used as informational Unit Meetings during 2019-2020 (September – May.)
During the current year we have had informational meetings on gerrymandering and the environment.

•

ACT! Come to a March Unit Meeting prepared to volunteer to support one of the following activities of the League:
Action, External Communications, Internal Communications, Education, Environment, Membership, Program, Voter
Service or any other volunteer service that you can offer to our League. Our League is only as strong as the
participation of our members and we have been growing our membership and expanding our activities in the past
year and look to you for support of that growth and expansion in the future.

TOPIC 2: BAIL REFORM

“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.”
Amendment VIII, U.S. Constitution.
Bail Reform Background:
The League of Women Voters of Maryland (LWVMD) is completing a study of “corrections and bail reform” and local Leagues
are being asked to reach consensus on this issue. We will spend some time at our March meeting reviewing the LWVMD
study and responding to the Consensus Discussion questions which you can access at https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/units.
Our consensus form is due to the LWVMD on March 30, 2019.
Continued on following page…
March 2019
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LWVHC PROGRAMS AND UNIT MEETING UPDATES, continued
To prepare for your response as we reach consensus on Bail Reform at our March Unit Meetings, please complete the
following:
•
•

•

Read the LWVMD’s Bail Study Fact Sheet
Consider our current references (located at https://hoco.lwvhowardmd.org/units) and news related to this topic.
Have you read James Stevenson’s “Just Mercy” or Michelle Alexander’s “The New Jim Crow”? Do they have some
influence on your thoughts on bail reform and incarceration?
Are there other articles, books, etc. that might inform your decision on consensus on Bail Reform?

As stated above, March Unit Meetings will be held as follows:
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 from 10:00 – 12:00 at Vantage House.
Inclement weather information:
•
•

If HCPSS has a late opening, the meeting will be held as scheduled.
If HCPSS is closed for students, the meeting will be postponed and rescheduled.

Thursday, March 21, 2019 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Historic Oakland
Inclement weather information:
•
•

If HCPSS has a late opening, the meeting will be held as scheduled.
If HCPSS is closed for students, the meeting will be postponed and rescheduled.

As always, you are invited to join Thea Jones, Program Director, in the planning and presentation of Unit Meetings and/or
other informational meetings for the 2019-2020 League year. Your help would be greatly appreciated! If you have any
questions, please contact Thea at tjones89@comcast.net.

Delegates Shane Pendergrass and Terri Hill speak at the introduction of the End of Life Option Act on January 29, 2019.
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DEATH WITH DIGNITY UPDATE
by Thea Jones, Vice President and Program Director
Many of us consider this to be the Shane Pendergrass bill as she has sponsored it in the General Assembly for several years.
Delegate Pendergrass introduced the bill again this year along with co-sponsor Senator Will Smith, Montgomery County. The
bill is officially named the End of Life Option Act and as of this writing, the bill has been introduced, however it has not yet
been voted out of committee or voted on in the House of Delegates or the Senate. Several LWVHC members attended the
introduction of the bill on January 29th in Annapolis and a vocal and enthusiastic crowd gave their support to the bill. You can
check the status of this bill in the House of Delegates by visiting http://mgaleg.maryland.gov and searching for HB0399. You
can find the status in the Senate by visiting http://mgaleg.maryland.gov and searching for SB0311.

HOWARD COUNTY FY2020 BUDGET UPDATE
By Krista Threefoot, Director of Internal Communications
The time for the adoption of Howard County’s FY2020 budget is near. We’d like to give you an overview of the process and
invite you to make your voice heard at the Citizens’ Budget Hearing for the FY2020 budget cycle, which will be held on
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Howard County Budget Process
Howard County operates on a July 1 – June 30 budget cycle. By charter, Howard County is required to have a balanced
budget, which imposes some limitations on funding.
The process of developing our operating budget begins with an assessment of revenue projections for the following year. In
the fall, citizens are invited to testify on behalf of funding priorities at a public meeting. The various county departments then
begin the process of developing their own budget requests, which are submitted to the Chief Administrative Officer in early
March.
After the budget requests are submitted, the County Executive holds a second public hearing. He provides an update on the
status of the budget and what we can expect based on projected revenue. Representatives from the various county
departments and local organizations as well as individual citizens have the opportunity to testify in support of their budget
priorities. The hearing for the FY2020 budget will be March 5, at 7:00 pm, in the Benjamin Banneker Meeting room at the
Howard County Courthouse.
The County Executive then prepares his proposed budget, which he presents to the County Council in April. The Council
begins their review of the budget, holding a series of public meetings in April and May. They can reduce the County
Executive’s budget, but they cannot increase it. The only exception is for education, which they can increase up to the
amount originally requested by HCPSS. The capital budget follows a similar process, with an additional review by the Planning
Board.
After this review is completed, the County Council finalizes the budget and sets the tax rate necessary to maintain a balanced
budget. To learn more about the Howard County budget process, visit
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/County-Administration/Budget. You can find the current operating budget
and capital budget on this page.
Testify
If you would like to testify at the March 5 public hearing, you need to register ahead of time. You can submit written
testimony or provide public spoken testimony. To sign up, visit the Howard County Budget page listed above.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters,
a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.

CONTACT US
Phone/Fax:
410-730-0142
info@howard.lwvmd.org
www.lwvhowardmd.org
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GIANT FOOD STORE GIFT CARD ORDER FORM
Date: ______________
Name: __________________________
Address: ________________________
Telephone: _______________________
Email: ___________________________
I am ordering $ _____ in Giant Gift/debit cards as follows:
Number of $50 cards: _______
My check in the amount of $ _______ is enclosed.
______ I will pick up at the League office.
______ Please mail my Gift Card(s) (Enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope)
______ Other arrangements (Please contact Sue Buswell)
Please make checks payable to LWVHC
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