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Sample email

I am writing to urge you to oppose Councillor Graham’s divisive motion to be put at the next MidCoast Council meeting on Wednesday, 5 February 2025 at 2:00 PM at Yalawanyi Ganya, 2 Biripi Way, Taree South.
The proposed motion is: That Council discontinues the practice of a 'Welcome to Country' and ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ at all future Council Meetings and all other Council constituted meetings as well as all communications including emails.
A Welcome to Country is simply a mark of respect through honouring the protocol used for thousands of years by the traditional and original owners of the country on which the occasion is held. It is a gentle and peaceful setting of the tone for the proceedings to follow. What is wrong with that?
The purpose of Acknowledging Country, is to publicly recognise that the land you are on was first inhabited by the Traditional Owners for tens of thousands of years prior to the arrival of Europeans. It was not Terra Nullius and the Traditional Owners continue their connection to Country to this day. It helps create a kinder, more inclusive Australia.
Councillor Graham’s motion is to deny and exploit the inclusive nature a Welcome to Country or  of Acknowledging Country. Is his motion to suggest that focusing on and acknowledging First Nations unique connection to country, denies respect to other groups in the community. These protocols do not disrespect anyone. Supporting and doing an Acknowledgement of Country or having a Welcome to County do not exclude nor does it diminish the contributions of others in our communities, nor their connection and contribution to country; rather it recognises those Australian’s who have lived here for thousands of years and their continuing connection to country.
There does not appear to have been any consultation with Birpai or other communities regarding this motion. Cr Graham appears to be simply trying to create division in the community and circumvent council processes as council has already resolved on 11 December 2024 to place a revised draft Code of Meeting Practice on public exhibition for at least 28 days and invite submissions for a period of at least 42 days in accordance with section 361 of the Local Government Act 1993. His motion would require a new draft Code of Meeting Practice public exhibition process. This is a council time wasting exercise!
I urge you in the strongest terms to oppose this divisive motion.
