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Mainstream defends the constitutional promise of religious freedom for all by standing firmly for
the separation of church and state. We advocate boldly at the​ Statehouse, educate and mobilize
voters in local communities, and hold elected officials accountable to the Constitution​. By
championing policies that protect individual rights, pushing back against religious extremism, and
upholding the First ​Amendment, we empower Kansans to build a government that serves people of
all faiths and beliefs—not just the powerful few. Together, we can safeguard democracy and
ensure religious freedom for every Kansan.

Mainstream is comprised of two affiliate organizations with distinct but complementary goals.

BECOME A

MAINSTREAM

MEMBER

DONATE TO THE

FOUNDATION

Mainstream Civic Engagement
Foundation
Mainstream Civic Engagement Foundation
(formerly The Mainstream Education
Foundation) is our 501(c)(3) nonpartisan
nonprofit dedicated to furthering Mainstream's
goal of increasing informed voter turnout,
through educational programming and events.
If you would like for a staff member to speak to
your group or at your community event, please
contact us at: Contact@mainstream.vote.

Mainstream Coalition
Mainstream Coalition is a 501(c)(4) nonpartisan
grassroots political organization. We were
founded in 1993 with the primary purpose of
guarding against ideological extremism and
protecting the separation of church and state.
While our sphere of advocacy has grown over
the years, we remain true to the full work of
democracy that has always been integral to
our mission: respect for the rights, beliefs, and
freedoms of all individuals.



Our democracy is under attack. 

The Trump administration wants our country to be a theocratic, Christian nation. Since taking
office for his second term, Trump has priveleged religious extremists who believe they are victims
of a secular country. Make no mistake, this is a false narrative to gain sympathy and power from
voters. The First Amendment guarantees religious freedom for all, not just those who support the
president and his white nationalist agenda.

Let’s Face It:

The separation of church and state is a foundational principle for our country and state. Mainstream
was founded over 30 years ago to protect our communities from what we now call Christian
Nationalism – a dangerous movement of extreme ideologues that insists the U.S. was founded as a
Christian nation and intends to erase the separation of church and state. This is a violation of our
First Amendment rights and counter to what Kansans value for their communities and families.

We see Christian Nationalism in the Kansas Legislature through policies that attack bodily
autonomy and public education. Legislators justify their hate speech, bullying, and harmful
practices by quoting the Bible and make decisions that impact everyone based on their narrow
interpretation of Christianity. 

Why Now?
In 2025, we fought against attacks on our neighbors and loved ones. We organized, marched, and
found community. In 2026, we vote, we testify, and we fight back. Every crack in the wall protecting
our First Amendment rights weakens our secular government and the freedom to exercise our
religion, change our beliefs, or hold no religious beliefs at all. Mainstream is drawing a line in the
sand: in 2026 we will do everything within our power to stop the advancement of Christian
Nationalism in our state and local governments.

Why You?
Like us and so many other Kansans, you believe that religious freedom means that we all have the
right to worship or not worship as we choose without government interference. You believe that the
the laws created by our government should not be narrowly defined by one religious set of beliefs
over all others. You believe that religious belief is not an excuse to discriminate, and that we are
better for our differences. You fight for your rights, for the freedom of your family, for the safety of
your neighbors, and for the future of our communities.

Why Advocate For Church-State Separation?

We  deserve a government that respects religious freedom,

not one that wields it AS A WEAPON to promote hate.

1



101Separation of Church & State
The Foundations of Religious Freedom

Christian Nationalists believe that our Founding Fathers intended for the United States to be a
Christian nation, but our history shows otherwise. Thomas Jefferson first enshrined individual
religious freedoms in the 1786 Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom.

No man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or
ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his
body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or
belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their
opinion in matters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or
affect their civil capacities.

“

”In 1791, religious liberties were protected in the First Amendment: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.

ESTABLISHMENT CLAUSE
The freedom to believe

Creates government neutrality to
religion, including believers of all faiths
and nonbelievers.

Laws respecting the establishment of a
religion include the formal adoption of a
state religion as well as additional state
support, including sponsorship, financial
support, and active involvement of the
sovereign in religious activity (Walz).

FREE EXERCISE CLAUSE
The freedom to act

Prohibits government from regulating,
prohibiting, or rewarding religious
beliefs as such.

Allows for government regulation of
religious conduct in order to protect
society as long as it does not unduly
infringe religious freedom, regulate
belief, or burden religious exercise.
(Cantwell). 

The Wall Between Church and State
Though the words don’t appear in the Constitution, Thomas Jefferson clearly meant for a wall to be
erected between church and state to protect the government and individual religious rights.

“Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between Man and his God,
that he owes account to none other for his faith or his worship, that the legitimate powers
of government reach actions only, and not opinions, I contemplate with sovereign
reverence that act of the whole American people which declared that their legislature
should ‘make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof,’ thus building a wall of separation between church and state.” 
        - Jefferson's Letter to the Danbury Baptists Association, 1802 2



1878
Reynolds v. United States: First Supreme Court opinion to address the First
Amendment's protection of religious liberties. Found that religious belief is not superior
to the law of the land and outlawed polygamy.

1947
Everson v. Board of Education: Ruled that the Establishment Clause applies to states by
finding that states cannot exclude people from receiving the benefits of public welfare
legislation, like bus fees to religious schools, because of their faith, or lack of it.

2014
Burwell v. Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc.: The Court ruled that the ACA contraceptive
mandate violated the religious freedom of for-profit corporations under RFRA, finding
that honoring the religious objections of the corporation protects the religious liberty of
the corporation’s owners.

2018
Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission: The court ruled in favor of a
business owner who was fined for refusing to sell a wedding cake to a gay couple,
claiming it violated their First Amendment right of free exercise of religion.

2014
Town of Greece, N.Y. v. Galloway: Prayer in public meetings of legislative bodies is
constitutional. In the 2018 case, Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc. v. Chino Valley
USD Board of Education, the court ruled that this did not apply to school board
meetings that opened with clergy led prayers since those were attended by students.

1971
Lemon v. Kurtzman: Established the Lemon Test, which created a three-pronged rule to
determine if a law violates First Amendment religious liberty clauses: the law must have
a significant secular purpose; must not primarily advance or inhibit religion; and must
not foster excessive government entanglement with religion. 

2018
Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue: A state doesn’t have to fund private
education, but once it does, it can’t disqualify some private schools from its funding
program solely because they are religious.

1962 Engel v. Vitale: Daily recitation of a prayer in all classrooms is unconstitutional.

Zelman v. Simmons-Harris: The court ruled that an Ohio voucher program did not violate
the First Amendment by allowing students to use vouchers at religious schools, as long
as they were also allowed to use them at secular schools.

2002

1963
Abington School District v. Schempp: Mandatory religious activities, such as bible
readings or recitation of prayer, violates the First Amendment religious freedom
clauses.

2022
Kennedy v. Bremerton School District: The court found that when a coach was fired for
praying with students during and after a football game, the coach’s free speech and
free exercise rights were violated. Individuals are protected from government reprisal
for religious observances. Overruled the Lemon Test.

2022
Carson v. Makin: Allowing public state tuition assistance for nonsectarian schools while
withholding from students attending sectarian schools constituted discrimination
against religion.

SCOTUS Landmark Decisions
The Supreme Court has ruled on many religious liberty cases, with just a few landmark
cases identified below. In recent years, an increasingly politicized and conservative court
has contradicted established precedent and outlined new criteria for considering the
expectations of religious freedom, especially in schools. 

Cases impacting religion in public schools
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DEFINITION
Christian Nationalism is a political ideology that seeks to merge Christian and American
identities, distorting both the Christian faith and America’s constitutional democracy. It
contends that America has been and should always be distinctively “Christian” and it
aims to keep it that way. Christian Nationalism demands that Christianity be privileged
by the state and implies that to be a good American, one must be Christian. 
        - Christians Against Christian Nationalism

The Rise of Christian Nationalism
For a long time now, Christian Nationalists have been working to undermine democratic principles
that respect equality and rights for minority populations, and privilege those who adhere to a
narrow interpretation of Christianity. We see this in Kansas through proposed state legislation that
inserts narrow Christian beliefs into reproductive health care, LGBTQ+ rights (and specifically
transgender youth rights), public education, immigration, and public health. Local school boards
and city and county governing bodies have also been infiltrated by Christian Nationalists, resulting
in dangerous attempts to ban books and remove nondiscrimination protections.

justification for discrimintion:
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA)

Passed by Congress in 1993, RFRA gives people the right to obtain relief against the government
when their religious exercise is found to be substantially burdened by the government.

RFRA is only applicable to the federal government. State governments pass their own statutes.
In Kansas, we have the Preservation of Religious Freedom Act, passed in 2013.

RFRA requires that strict scrutiny be applied to any law that burdens religious freedom. This
means the law is only justified if it can pass a two-pronged test: 
1.The burden to the person is in furtherance of a compelling governmental interest, and
2. It is the least restrictive means of furthering that compelling governmental interest.

Originally intended to protect individual minority religious rights, RFRA has been
abused to protect corporate interests and allow discrimination. The Do No Harm
Act has been introduced in Congress to try and revert back to its original purpose.

The Heritage Foundation is the conservative think tank behind the publication of Project 2025, the
handbook that made waves during the 2024 election. Along with other ultra-right policy projects, it
promotes a Christian Nationalism agenda under the Trump administration. In addition to its
“Mandate for Leadership” publication, the Heritage Foundation hosts training videos and large
funding pools for its preferred candidates and elected officials, making the think tank and its allies
well equipped to support Christian Nationalist priorities at the federal, state, and local level.
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“If we continue to let the historic wall between church and state erode away, religion
will suffer more than the state. The new Religious Right extremists want nothing less
than to force our American society to enact into law their exclusive religious views, and
thereby, impose them on everyone. But ours is a constitutional republic made up of
many different religions - where every individual’s rights are guaranteed and all voices
are heard. The Religious Right seeks a theocracy that legislates and enforces their
particular vision of God’s law.”

In kansas
Christian Nationlist thought has been in our state for a long time. In 1993, Dr. Robert H.
Meneilly (Dr. Bob), founding pastor of Village Church and co-founder of Mainstream
Coalition, delivered a sermon warning of the threat of what he called “The Religious Right.”

Dr. Bob warned that the Religious Right - our modern day Christian Nationalists - were coming
for our public schools, the LGBTQ+ community, and reproductive health care. In the 30+ years
since his sermon, we’ve seen this play out in the Kansas Legislature repeatedly. It’s time for us to
go back to religious freedom that respects everyone.

LGBTQ+ Discrimination Based on Religious Objections

Refusing services, healthcare, or equal rights based on sexual orientation or gender identity.
Example: SB63 (2025, passed) - Bans gender-affirming care for transgender youth.

What Christian Nationalism Looks Like in the KS Leg

what to expect next
The supermajority in the Kansas Legislature makes it harder to stop bad bills and sustain a
governor’s veto. We’ll be looking for ways to reduce harm against transgender Kansans, stop the
expansion of school vouchers, and prevent the chipping away of our right to abortions. We‘re also
watching the rising trend of religion in schools through mandatory placement of the Ten
Commandments, prayer, chaplains as school volunteers, or overtly Christian Nationalist curriculum.

Funding Religious Schools with Publicly Funded Vouchers

Expanding voucher programs that direct public, taxpayer dollars to private, often religious, schools
and other interventions into school curriculum and programming.
Example: HB2236 (2023, vetoed) - Establishing the parents’ right to object to educational materials
based on religious beliefs and creating unnecessary burden on schools.

Attacks on Constitutionally Protected Reproductive Healthcare

Imposing roadblocks and medically inaccurate processes to safe and legal abortion access.
Example: HB2664 (2023, passed) - Requires medical providers to falsely inform patients that
medication abortions are reversible. 
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KSLeg Committees to follow
The following committees are where church-state issues usually come up, and are a great
place to start your advocacy! To receive committee agendas, email the committee clerk,
found on the committee website, and ask to be added to their distribution list.

House Committees Senate Committees
Health and Human Services
   Daily, 1:30 pm, Rep. Will Carpenter, Chair

K-12 Education Budget
   Daily, 3:30 pm, Rep. Jason W. Goetz, Chair

Education
   Daily, 1:30 pm, Rep. Susan Estes, Chair

Federal and State Affairs
   Daily, 9:00 am, Rep. Tom Kessler, Chair
\

Welfare Reform
   T/Th, 1:30 pm, Rep. Francis Awerkamp, Chair

Public Health and Welfare
   Daily, 8:30 am, Sen. Beverly Gossage, Chair

Education
   Daily, 1:30 pm, Sen. Renee Erickson, Chair

Federal and State Affairs
   Daily, 10:30 am, Sen. Mike Thompson, Chair

Government Efficiency
   Daily, 9:30 am, Sen. Renee Erickson, Chair

How To Be An Advocate
Advocating for church-state separation against a Christian Nationalist agenda means we’ll have to
rely on all our usual strategies and tools, including submitting testimony, calling and emailing our
legislators, and using social media to raise awareness. But it also means that we have to be
persistent and stand out in new ways. Make your 2026 advocacy plan with these commitments.

Get in the room
Making it out to Topeka for a committee hearing requires time and resources that we may not
always have. But you don’t have to be in the Statehouse to give testimony! You can sign up for
written-only testimony, or give verbal testimony via WebEx, the KSLeg video-conferencing tool.

You can also meet with your legislator when they’re back home. Many have regular town halls. Sign
up for their emails and follow them on social to know when they’re hosting events that you can
attend, and make sure to tell them how you feel about their priorities!

be loud
Those who support Christian Nationalist legislation are loud. They use their platforms and
relationships to get their bills passed. We need to be just as loud to show our opposition to these
extremists agendas. Use your voice in as many ways as possible and be confident in your position. 

bring a friend
Our movement needs more allies: folks who don’t identify as queer need to stand up for equality,
Kansans who don’t have kids need to talk about schools as a public benefit for everyone, and non-
child bearing people need to fight for bodily autonomy for women and trans indiviuals. Commit to
bringing five people with you in your advocacy, because we can’t do this alone. 
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Messaging

TELL YOUR LEGISLATORS TO PROTECT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Send your KS Legislators postcards using the messaging above and ask them to protect church-
state separation by pledging to honor the rights of Kansans of all relgious beliefs or non-beliefs.

why contact your legislatOrs?

Contacting your legislators to let them know your priorities is one of the most important civic
engagement activities we can all do! It lets them know where you, their voting constituent, stands,
and that you’re watching them. 

Without this engagement, there’s no one holding them accountable for their actions.

Not sure how to talk about church-state separation and Christian Nationalism? Start by being
authentic and share your personal experiences with religious freedom. You can also try these
messages in your social media, testimony, emails, and more when communicating with elected
officials.

The separation of church and state is the foundation of our country. It protects our government
and religious institutions from harmful interference, and should be supported by our elected
officials.
As a person of faith, I believe in church-state separation. It protects my right to practice my faith
without government interference. It also keeps religious beliefs that I don’t agree with out of my
government.
Along with the majority of Americans, I believe in the separation of church and state. The
government should not support one religion over another, and our laws should respect our First
Amendment religious freedoms. Don’t impose your religion into laws that affect everyone.
Christian Nationalism is a dangerous political agenda that threatens Americans’ rights, including
our First Amendment right to exercise our religious belief as we choose. This extremist
movement has no place in my country.
American people hold many religious beliefs, or non-beliefs. Our government has no right to
privilege one narrow view of Christianity over any other religions. Keep Christian Nationalism out
of our government!
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Resources

KS Leg Lookup

KS Leg Watch

Stay informed

MainstreamCoalition.org
(913) 649-3326 | contact@mainstream.vote
@ksmainstream on Facebook and Instagram

Become a Mainstream member and
receive weekly member emails
summarizing key moments in the KS
Leg. Then use Mainstream tools to track
important bills, take action, and hold
your legislator accountable by knowing
their voting record. Sign up now to be a
Mainstream Member at
mainstreamcoalition.com/membership.

Stay connected
Follow and join Mainstream

Find your Kansas representative and
senator and see their voting record for
the bills Mainstream follows. We give a
lifetime and annual score based on how
often they vote with or against our
priorities on public education, LGBTQ+
equality, reproductive healthcare, voting
rights, and more. You can find this tool
at ksleglookup.org.

KS Leg Watch is our premier tool
to monitor bill progress, and we
make it available to the public!
Find the bills we’re tracking this
session, along with our summary,
position, testimony, and action
items. Our bill tracker is updated
in real time with the KS Leg
website, so you’ll always have the
most up-to-date information. You
can find KS Leg Watch on our
website: mainstreamcoalition.org.
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