CELEBRATING NAIDOC

It was a pleasure to join thousands of people for
the 31st Musgrave Park Family Fun Day, the
largest celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander culture in Brisbane. This event was
started by Aunty Joan Collins to preserve and
showcase the essence of her culture.

BUSKII]S CELEBRATES 90YRS

Congratulations to Toowong-based BUSHkids on
90 years of delivering health and wellbeing support
to rural, regional and remote communities! From
humble beginnings in outback Queensland,
BUSHkids now supports nearly 9,000 children,
delivering 500 weekly sessions to over 30
communities last year.
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Looking for a way to help people sleeping rough on our
streets? Street Care is a local volunteer organisation
providing clothing, food and toiletries to people who

need it. Volunteers pack hampers with fresh produce,
proteins and snacks — plus hot coffee and warm
conversation for people sleeping rough.

HELMETS FOR LOGAL KIDS "i.'f

Local kids living in crisis housing were
excited to receive new helmets from our |
office in July. After concerns were
raised with police about the safety of
kids riding without helmets, | worked
with the police to buy helmets for
families who didn't have them, instead
of imposing unnecessary penalties.
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My youth grants
program provides up to
$500 to help school-aged
kids fund social justice and
environmental projects.
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CONGRATULATIONS T0 OUR MAY COMMUNITY GRANT REGIPIENTS!
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Every year | provide grants of up to $1,500 to support community projects in Maiwar.
Congratulations to all of our May grant recipients; the Brisbane German Language School, Brymore
Productions, Montessori Children's House, St Lucia Playgroup, St Lucia Community Garden, UQ Sri

Lankan Association, UQ Sustainable Innovators Club and the Vera St Community Garden.
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Brishane German Language School
Funding for traditional lantern making
festival and parade

Montessori Children’s House
Grant for safety repairs and new seating

St Lucia Playgroup
Grant for new toys and supplies

[d love to ¢ee you at one of the

V{)wming_ events I’'m hoéﬁmgl

Free community meals

From 5pm

Guyatt Park, St Lucia

Meet your neighbours, enjoy a
free dinner & skip the washing up!

NEW GOMMUNITY
PANTRY

We're excited to launch our new
Community Pantry, in my office,
offering free food support for
anyone who needs it! It's as
simple as take what you need,

h give what you can.

STl People’s Olympics Summit
22 Location TBC - save the date!

NOV

Al Indooroopilly Pop-Up Office
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CHRISTMAS nvited
COMMUNITY DINNER

5-7pm
WEDNESDAY

5-/pm
27 Indooroopilly Shopping Centre
NOV (near Coles/Indooroopilly Fruit)

Xmas Family Fun Day
2-6pm

SATURDAY

13 Taringa Playground Park
DEC

Join us for our special Community
Christmas Dinner in Guyatt Park. Free
food, festive cheer, and fun for the
whole family — with a chance Santa
might stop by! Everyone’s welcome.

Gret wore info and
RSVF heve
= wichaelberkman.com.av/events

To get local event updates, follow my
Facebook page or sign up at:
MICHAELBERKMAN.COM.AU/GET_UPDATES

| am your representative in State Parliament, and | work for you.
My office can help you with:

» Advocacy or support with government services or housing

» Printing newsletters, flyers and posters

» Free meeting room & event equipment (PA system, marquees, BBQ,
projector, tables)

» Small grants for community projects

OFFICE GLOSURE

My office in Indooroopilly will

be closed for renovations until

15 December, but you can still ‘
contact me via phone or email.
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» Raffle prizes or sponsorship for schools & community groups
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NEWS FROM YOUR STATE MEMBER OF PARLIAME

Dear neighbour,

| want to start this local newsletter by thanking everyone who has
donated food to our free food pantry, or volunteered to cook for our
weekly community meals at Guyatt Park. We've had a lot of people
looking for help with food or housing, many of whom have been forced
out of their homes. | feel so grateful to live in a neighbourhood full of
kind and proactive people who are stepping up to help.

At times like this, it's frustrating to see the government focused on all
the wrong priorities, while our housing and health system is in crisis.
The recent closure of the Toowong Private Hospital, one of the few
specialist mental health facilities in our area, is just one devastating
example. Our mental health system is stretched to the limit, but despite
pleas from me and the community, the LNP’s new Health Minister has
refused to step in and save the hospital.

In this newsletter I've included some stories of locals impacted by
these decisions, as well as news on the significant new development
proposed at Toowong Central, and a breakdown of the Queensland
State Budget and what's in it for our community. Spoiler: a lot of it is
disappointing for our local schools and housing affordability, but there
are better solutions to fight for (ditching secret deals with coal giants
like Adani and making them pay their fair share would be a good start).

As your local representative in parliament I'm always keen to help in
any way | can, so please reach out if you need some advice or support.
A heads up: my Indooroopilly office will be closed for renovations
until late December, but my staff will still be available to assist via
phone or email. I'd also love to see you for a chat out in the community,
perhaps at our Christmas community meal, family fun day, or one of
my upcoming pop-up offices (see the back for details).

Yours in hope, o

W ihaet

MICHAEL BERKMAN

Greens State MP for Maiwar

P.S. I only send these hard-copy
newsletters twice a year to minimise
waste, but you can subscribe to my
monthly local e-newsletter here

michaelberkman.com.au/get_updates

What’s inside?
Vi Qld State Budget Review

Vi Toowong Private Hospital
Closure

4 Major Proposal for
Toowong Central

Vi Olympics - Have Your Say
i New Community Pantry
i Local News *+ Events

volunteers who cook for our free
community dinners, every Wednesday at
Guyatt Park!
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Public consultation has now closed on the
plans for new classrooms at Toowong State
School and new buildings at Indooroopilly State
High School. Our schools are stretched to
capacity, and these proposals are a positive
first step. I've been consulting with our schools
and residents on what you'd like to see
included, and I'm hopeful that our strong
community pressure will see a good outcome.

If you'd like to see the final plans when they're
released, sign up for my monthly email
newsletter at:

MICHAELBERKMAN.COM.AU/GET_UPDATES

SHOCK GLOSURE OF TOOWONG PRIVATE HOSPITAL

Our community has been shocked by the sudden closure
of Toowong Private Hospital, a 58-bed specialist mental
health service that has been operating since 1976.

Why did the hospital close? The costs of treatment have
skyrocketed, yet private health insurers won't increase
their payouts, leading to mounting debt. Healthscope's
37 hospitals and more than 70 smaller operations
nationally have collapsed since 2020.

I've been pushing the state government to step in to
acquire the hospital, and there is precedent for this. But
so far the Crisafulli Government has refused to save this
hospital, let alone deal with the chronic underfunding of
our public mental health system.

If you're concerned about the devastating impact of the
hospital's closure, | encourage you to contact the
Minister for Health Tim Nicholls MP at
health@ministerial.gld.gov.au

years. They're planning three high-rise apartment

well-connected site makes sense. But we don't need
to accept a bad first offer. I'm calling for any approval

There's also no sign of the new park required by the

concrete plaza an “alternative park outcome”.

Get noﬁftcol when
public. comment opere
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There's a new proposal for the old
Woolworths site, which has been vacant for

towers, but zero affordable housing.

Toowong is growing, and building at this

over the height limit to require 25% public or
affordable housing.

neighbourhood plan. Instead they're calling a
Over 80% of the “green space” is private

resident gardens, green walls or
balconies.
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“My life. would most certainly have
ended over a decade 350 if not for the
treatment | veceived at a time when | had
oomplch;l»} 51'\/0;'1 up hope.... The 59\/ow|mcn+ can
choose to act on the vvarning, Qigng now and ¢tep
in to save lives, or it can wait on the sidelines
for the next news article where important
ﬁ?l’% can €ao”t7 shake thelr heads and
annonce ‘if only we had known'.
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DID YOU KNOW?
The LNP has extended the 3
life of the Callide B coal
power station until 2031

$12 MILLION

The number of new gas fired
power stations the LNP is

building with taxpayer money
secured last year!)
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$931 MILLION

Expenditure on coal and
gas fired generators this

year alone infrastructure grants to
local governments
9 DID YOU KNOW? 500
= The LNP is scrapping

The percentage of renewable
energy in Queensland'’s
generation mix

Queensland’s renewable
energy targets, and has

stopped tracking progress after years of pressure

from the Greens

DID YOU KNOW?
A typical family spends
more than $2,000 a year
per child on school extras

$100

How much parents can
access for help with
out-of-pocket school

expenses

STATE BUDGET
2025

The average wait time
for social housing in
Queensland

The LNP has delivered its first State
Budget since winning government. So
what does our community get, and what
does it say about their priorities?

SO

Funding for new |

The amount of renters
who can access the

Total funding for the new Sylvan
Rd bikeway (commitment finally

TRANSPORT

Cheap public transport
fares are now permanent,

WHAT WOULD A BETTER BUDGET LOOK LIKE?

Budgets are about choices and priorities, and with pressure we can get Labor and the LNP to make
better choices. We've done it before, getting the previous government to make mining companies pay
more in royalties, and provide (almost) free public transport with 50c fares.

Billions of dollars to build and $400 million to extend the Letting mining companies like
expand youth prisons Callide coal-fired power Adani avoid paying royalties
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Close the funding gap for
Queensland’s state schools

Use the royalties to build 200
new public health clinics with
free GPs and psychology

A
Establish a new fund to
provide finance and technical
support for community owned
renewable energy projects

A BETTER DEAL FROM THE OLYMPICS

The Budget includes $3.8 billion in State Government funding for 2032 Olympics venues. Added to $3.5 billion
from the Federal Government, it's clear there’s money to spend. Brisbane locals were never asked if we wanted
to host the Olympics, but if our taxpayer dollars are being used we should get a say on how they spend it.

I believe the huge investment in the Olympics should be used to benefit our local community.

A BETTER DEAL FROM THE OLYMPIGS GOULD MERN:
A major investment in public transport - like new
CEXY),

The LNP's plan to build a new Olympic train connections, more busways and high-frequency

LNP’s “Boost to Buy”
housing scheme
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MINING TAXES

-$9 BILLION

The drop in royalties
paid by coal mining
companies last year

$61 BILLION

How much extra money we'd
have for schools, healthcare
and transport over the next 4
years, if the Greens’ Fair Share
royalties plan was introduced

buildings at Indooroopilly
State High School (ISHS)

DID YOU KNOW?
ISHS enrolments are
projected to reach 3,175
by 2029

22 YEARS

The LNP's timeline to meet the
Schooling Resource Standard
(minimum funding requirements
for state schools)

stadium at Victoria Park (Barrambin) breaches
Brisbane's host city contract, which prohibits
permanent construction in statutory nature
areas and cultural protected areas. | asked the
Minister why they were prepared to violate the
contract — he claimed they “have” to do it.

\ WANT T0 HEAR YOUR pyg)

What do you think Brisbane
deserves to get out of the Olympics?

mEzE Take the sunvey

services (especially on the west side, which has been
totally neglected by the Metro) and returning the
AirTrain to public hands (it should be 50c too!)

Local facilities we can all use - like new public pools
and parks

@ Negotiating a better deal from housing developers
seeking to profit from the Olympics - like a
mandatory minimum allocation of social housing

Making it possible for locals to enjoy the Olympics -
N without the huge ticket price




