WOBURN TO WAKEFIELD LINE PROJECT
Frequently Asked Questions
Who owns and operates National Grid will own the transmission line in Wakefield while Eversource will own the
the transmission lines? transmission line in Woburn, Winchester, and Stoneham. The Independent System
Operator for New England (“ISO-NE”), coordinates the operation of the lines through
the designated Local Control Centers (LCC). ISO-NE is an independent, not-for-profit
corporation regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
responsible for keeping the lights on in the six New England states and ensuring that
the region has access to reliable, competitively priced wholesale electricity.
When and how are
abutters notified about
the project?

National Grid will own the transmission line in Wakefield while Eversource will own the
transmission line in Woburn, Winchester, and Stoneham. The Independent System
Operator for New England (“ISO-NE”), coordinates the operation of the lines through
the designated Local Control Centers (LCC). ISO-NE is an independent, not-for-profit
corporation regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
responsible for keeping the lights on in the six New England states and ensuring that
the region has access to reliable, competitively priced wholesale electricity.

What is the regional
transmission network

The regional transmission network is an integrated series of 345-kV, 230-kV, 115-kV
and 69-kV transmission lines, interconnecting substations, and switching stations
throughout New England. It serves as the “backbone” of the electric system, carrying
bulk supply of electricity that is then “stepped down” in voltage at the substations to
the distribution lines, which carry power to local businesses and homes.

When and how are
abutters notified about
the project?

National Grid will own the transmission line in Wakefield while Eversource will own the
transmission line in Woburn, Winchester, and Stoneham. The Independent System
Operator for New England (“ISO-NE”), coordinates the operation of the lines through
the designated Local Control Centers (LCC). ISO-NE is an independent, not-for-profit
corporation regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
responsible for keeping the lights on in the six New England states and ensuring that
the region has access to reliable, competitively priced wholesale electricity.

Why is the additional
transmission line
needed?

The Woburn to Wakefield Line Project is needed to meet the reliability standards
set forth by NERC (North American Electric Reliability Corporation), NPCC
(Northeast Power Coordinating Council) and ISO-NE. ISO-NE identified inadequate
transmission resources to serve the Greater Boston area, including potential
overloads to the existing 345-kV and 115kV systems serving the area. It is
important to note that the proposed Projects are system reliability improvements
serving an essential public need and are not discretionary private projects.
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WOBURN TO WAKEFIELD LINE PROJECT
Frequently Asked Questions
How will the line benefit The Woburn to Wakefield Line is part of a suite of projects designed to improve
the region?
system reliability, meet projected customer demand and load growth in the Greater
Boston and surrounding area. The line is designed to provide the needed capacity to
maintain the network system under contingency conditions. Without the project,
potential overloads to the existing system serving the area could occur under certain
operating conditions.
In addition to the system reliability benefits, the suite of the Greater Boston Solution
projects is forecasted to save hundreds of millions of dollars per year in congestion
costs for customers in the Greater Boston and surrounding area.
What criteria were used Various criteria (including nearby residential/commercial land uses, parks, and
to screen and evaluate hospitals; environmental impacts; project length; public transit facilities and traffic
the routes?
patterns; utility density; and constructability, among others) were used in the analysis
of potential Project routes, along with input from municipalities and state agencies.
These criteria were used to compare and rank the Project’s impacts on the natural
and manmade environments. (See routing criteria in Petitions under: Section 5 (at
5.5.2.1), for the Woburn to Wakefield Line Project).
What criteria does the
State Energy Facilities
Siting Board consider in
approving the “preferred
routes?”

The State Energy Siting Board (EFSB) is mandated by statute to ensure the Project
will provide a “reliable energy supply for the Commonwealth with a minimum impact
on the environment at the lowest possible cost”. The EFSB may approve the
preferred route or any of the noticed alternative routes/variations contained in the
Petition and considers a variety of factors in the approval of an electric transmission
line route, including system reliability, impacts to the human and natural environment,
constructability, and cost.

Can you explain the
construction process?

Construction will consist of manhole installation, trench excavation, conduit
installation, backfill and temporary asphalt patching. Next, a reel truck will insert
cables into the duct bank from manhole locations before the cables are spliced
and tested. Final restoration of pavement and other Project restorations will be
conducted after Project completion per municipal agreements.
For this project, the typical cable trench width will be four feet wide. The excavation
for the manholes will be larger as the manholes dimensions are approximately
8’x8’x30’.
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WOBURN TO WAKEFIELD LINE PROJECT
Frequently Asked Questions
Will construction require No property acquisitions or additional property easements are planned or anticipated
temporary or permanent at this time for the proposed routes.
property takings?
Will electric service to my No. The Woburn to Wakefield Line Project is does not involve any construction
home or business be
related to electric distribution service to homes or businesses.
impacted by construction?
What are the allowable
work hours and days of
the week?

The allowable work hours are typically set or guided by the EFSB through its
approval process. National Grid continue to work with municipal leaders to establish
parameters for work hours to minimize impacts in Wakefield

How long will
Daily trenching activities are typically conducted in approximately 50- to 100-foot
construction be in front segments. Due to the complexities of underground construction, we are currently
of my home or business? unable to say with specificity how long it will take to complete duct bank installation
in a certain location. That said, as we get closer to the start of construction in a
given area will be able to provide more exact timelines for this work. We encourage
you to sign up for our email newsletter to receive future updates:
www.wakefieldnationalgridnewsletter.com

Will my street be
partially closed or fully
closed?

At this time, we do not plan to completely close any street during construction;
however, partial closures and the use of alternating traffic patterns are likely to occur
during active construction periods on some streets. We continue to work with
closely with municipal officials to develop an effective Traffic Management Plan to
minimize construction impacts on local traffic.

Will construction block Every effort will be made to maintain continuous access to homes and businesses.
access to my home or
Should access be required to any home or business during construction activities,
business and driveway? the contractor will have steel plates available to cover in-street construction
activities. Please note that open excavations will be plated so that overnight access
is not impacted.
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WOBURN TO WAKEFIELD LINE PROJECT
Frequently Asked Questions
How will traffic
congestion affect
commuting, school
activities, police and
fire emergency trips?

We continue to work closely with municipal officials, schools, fire and police to
coordinate traffic and timing of construction activities.

Will Eversource and
Yes. Details on police traffic management will be included in the Host Community
National Grid cover the
Agreements to be negotiated with the host communities.
cost to the Town for police
traffic management
details?
What impact will the
project have on taxes?

The Projects will produce significant new annual property tax revenue for the towns
in which the new facilities are located.

What improvements will In Wakefield, National Grid will restore affected areas to previous or better
be made along the routes condition, including sidewalks, roadways, pavement, etc., impacted by Project
after the lines are in
construction activities.
place?

Will roadways, sidewalks, In Wakefield, National Grid will restore anything impacted by our construction
intersections, traffic
activities to its previous or better condition.
signs, etc., be rebuilt?
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