


Climate Change is already here. Vancouver’s summers now leave us sweltering, even in the 
shade. Wildfire smoke sweeps in and drives our air quality to among the lowest in the 
world. Torrential rains cause floods and mudslides which destroy the vital highways 
connecting us to the rest of Canada. Our lovely beaches are slowly swallowed by rising 
seas. 

We must make every possible change to slow our emissions. Carbon spewing vehicles 
should be replaced by clean EVs, bikes and transit.  We must build, clean low emission 
buildings. These steps are important. 

However, Progress Vancouver knows that Climate Change is already here. We must adapt. 
 
We must take every possible action to mitigate the impacts of climate change. If 
Vancouver does not adapt more people will die from heat domes, floods and toxic smoke 
filled air. We must act with urgency. 

But while we do the important work of preventing and adapting to climate change, we can 
not lose sight of other environmental challenges. Air pollution, solid waste and sewer 
overflow problems all demand action. 

With hard work and leadership we can build a cleaner, climate friendly city.  

We propose a  Plan for a Clean and Resilient Vancouver  



I. PREVENTING FURTHER EMISSIONS 

1) Reversing suburban sprawl by updating land use policies to build compact, 
walkable transit oriented communities throughout Vancouver 

Stopping suburban sprawl is the highest impact way to cut emissions. Let’s replace hour long 
commutes in emission spewing cars with quick trips on foot, bike or on transit. That means building 
housing around schools and transit. 

2) Build fast, reliable and frequent transit 
a) Fast-track approval of and secure funding for the Skytrain to UBC, beginning 

construction by 2026 
b) Begin work on further skytrain expansion of lines along Hastings connecting to the 

North Shore and 41st/49th 

c) Make transit free for seniors, kids 

d) Revive the Olympic Streetcar connecting Granville Island and Sen̓áḵw to Olympic 
Village and the Canada and Expo lines. 

More trains. More buses. More frequency. More accessibility. 

3) Build for cycling 
a) Expand AAA bike infrastructure throughout the city 
b) Review existing bike infrastructure with an eye to reducing conflict points with 

vehicle traffic 
c) Build secure bike lockers & secure bike parkades around transit & shopping areas 
d) Crack down on bike thieves, bust up chop shops & build community bike workshops 

A city designed for bikes is a city that’s safer & more accessible. Cycling has incredible benefits, so 
let’s build a Vancouver that makes everyone excited to hop on for a ride. 

4) Build safer, quieter streets for walking 
a) Convert sections of Granville St. to permanent, weather protected pedestrian-only 

spaces 
b) Explore similar conversions for Water St., Robson  and other commercial districts 
c) Upgrade intersections and crosswalks to improve pedestrian safety, including 

improved lighting and signals 

Cities are for people. A city built for people means thriving small businesses, pleasant community 
spaces, exciting arts performances, and greater safety in numbers. 

5) Build a green city 
a) Support low carbon construction technologies, such as mass timber 
b) Support green building standards, such as Passive House 
c) Simplify and expedite permitting process for building energy retrofits 



d) Align policies to promote street-level small businesses in walkable areas 

Land use and building policy is climate policy. Cities are the future for a strong green society. 

 

II. CLEANING UP VANCOUVER 
A clean city is a thriving city. Let’s create an environment we can all enjoy.  

1) Launch an air quality strategy 
a) Create a city strategy to reduce particulate (PM2.5) air pollution. 
b) Update Vancouver Building Bylaw ventilation standards to improve indoor air quality, 

keep out wildfire smoke and reduce transmission of airborne infectious disease.   

Carbon isn’t the only pollutant. Particulate pollution has serious health impacts. Everyone should 
breathe clean air. 

2) Pick up garbage 
a) Restore garbage pick up to previous service quality 
b) Dedicate increased resources to picking up garbage on our streets. 

A clean city is a thriving city.  

3) Crack down on noise pollution 
a) Dedicate resources to enforcing the City of Vancouver Noise bylaw and work with 

the VPD and Province to enforce the Motor Vehicle Act noise limits. 
b) Explore automated vehicle noise enforcement. 

Noise pollution is one of the biggest negative quality of life factors in cities. It’s time to get serious 
about tackling unnecessary urban noise. 

4) Have city policies support the environment, not corporations  
a) Require that any environment fees or charges either get rebated back to 

Vancouverites or be spent directly on improving the environment 

Cup fees don’t help the environment, they  just go to corporations’  bottom line. Let’s have those funds 
work for the planet, and not just Bay Street.  

 

III. SURVIVING DEADLY CHANGES 
There’s no ignoring the effects of the warming climate. Adapt. Offer security. 



Save lives.  

1) Prepare for deadly heat waves 
a) Adapt the Standards of Maintenance Bylaw; require cooling systems to be kept 

capable of maintaining a maximum temperature of 26° C 
b) Partner with the Province to give AC units to low-income seniors & disabled 

Vancouverites who are vulnerable to high temperatures 

c) Expand yearly tree plantings to 30,000 to help regulate heat & provide shade; 
prioritize overexposed and under-served neighborhoods first 

619 people died in the 2021 Heat Dome. Unacceptable. Let’s change the laws and build a cooler 
Vancouver. 

2) Prepare for rising waters & storms 
a) Raise the seawall and improve flood defense to protect against rising sea levels and 

deluges of rain. 
b) Explore implementing more nature based flood protection. 
c) Accelerate Sanitary/Stormwater sewer separation to prevent water pollution and 

beach closures. 
d) Control stormwater with more rain gardens, bioswales, & onsite retention 

All it takes is one surprise flood to devastate a city for decades. Without careful planning, Olympic 
Village could be underwater by 2050. Let’s prepare now, so we’re not caught off guard in the future. 

3) Prepare for natural catastrophes 
a) Establish a localized food and critical supplies stockpiles to prevent starvation after 

highway damage 
b) Require the City to report yearly on Earthquake preparedness and seismology 
c) Improve air quality warning system to help Vancouverites prepare for wildfire smoke 

The Big One is bound to happen someday. When it does, we must be prepared for the absolute worst.  


