
 

MGP Coordinating Council Decisions 

July 2021 - June 2022 

Compiled by Co-Chairs Liv Romano and Mary Rooker 

 

1. Appoint Olivia Romano as Co-Chair for State Board of Elections Purposes 

PASSED 07/28/21 (Loomio): 9 Yes, 3 No, 1 Abstain, 1 Not Voting. Submitted by Andrew 
Eneim, Baltimore City, 07/27/21 

Recognized Olivia Romano as Co-Chair for State Board of Elections purposes instead of Mary 
Rooker. [Note: this proposal was controversial and challenged because it was approved 
despite several blocking concerns but was allowed to stand.] 

2. Shift from Two Membership Coordinators to One 

AGREED 08/24/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Robb Tufts, Anne Arundel 

We referred to the Bylaws Review and Rules Committee the question of whether we should 
have a second Membership Coordinator. We have had elections for two coordinators for 
several years, but a second membership coordinator position was never approved by the CC 
or any assembly, and the bylaws say only one. [Note: an emergency assembly was held Nov. 
20, 2021 with a subsequent 3-week voting period to resolve this and other unresolved 
election questions. The proposal that passed called for only one coordinator, to take effect 
when current terms end in 2022. We agreed to keep the second coordinator until then. 

3. Restart Standing Committees for New Assembly 

AGREED 08/24/21 (Meeting); Confirmed 09/04/21 (Loomio) 8 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstain, 5 Not 
Voting. Submitted by Vince Tola, Baltimore City, 08/31/21 

In order to hold an emergency assembly to resolve outstanding election issues where the 
bylaws were not clear, we needed to restart key committees to do the preparation work. As 
a procedural/process proposal (50%+1), not substantive (2/3): MGP shall reactivate the 
Rules and Bylaws Committee and the Meetings and Assemblies Committee. The Meetings 
and Assemblies Committee shall conduct the recently called for emergency assembly. The 
Rules and Bylaws Committee shall perform the duties as specified in the bylaws and shall 
determine the rules for voting at the emergency assembly and determine and announce the 
winners of all elections at the emergency assembly. 

4. Ensure Bylaws and Policy Compliance of Loomio Proposal Recognizing 
Olivia Romano as Co-chair for State Board of Elections Purposes 

AGREED 08/24/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Nancy Wallace, Montgomery 
Questions arose as to whether the 07/28/21 Loomio vote followed our voting policies. 
Bylaws say we need to strive for consensus and that a 2/3 vote is needed to move to a vote, 
but our bylaws were amended by our decision making process proposal a few years ago. We 
asked the Bylaws Review and Rules Committee to review our decision making process and 
tighten up the language and bring forward a clarifying proposal. [Note: we eventually 
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resolved the election outcome issue by processing the votes through OpaVote for an 
accurate count and using single-transferable vote (STV) tabulation method as in previous 
elections. 

5. Extend the Emergency Assembly Call 

AGREED 09/12/21 (Meeting) Arose from discussion 
We re-set the clock for the emergency assembly, as a date must be set within 10 days of 
declaring the need for one, and that deadline already passed with no date. We need to pick 
a date for the emergency assembly by Sept. 22, to be held within 70 days. [Note: we soon 
resolved this by setting Nov. 20, 2021, for the date of the emergency assembly.] 

6. Resolve the 2021 MGP Officer Election Dispute with Single Transferable 
Vote 
PASSED 09/22/21 (Loomio) 11 Yes, 4 No, 3 Abstain, 0 Not Voting; Submitted by Vince Tola, 
Baltimore City, 09/15/21 
The MGP shall enter its ballot data into Opavote, and have the results tabulated according to 
a Single-Transferable Vote (STV), Scottish method. The MGP shall accept as valid the results 
determined by Opavote. The Bylaws Review and Rules Committee shall propose rules for 
future MGP Officer elections, which must be approved by the Coordinating Council by the 
end of April 2022. 

7. Endorse the Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition 

PASSED 10/03/21 (Loomio) 11 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstain, 4 Not Voting; Submitted by Tim Willard, 
Montgomery, 09/26/21 

This proposal asks the Maryland Green Party to endorse the Bethesda African Cemetery 
Coalition, BACC is a coalition committed to stopping the desecration of the historic Moses 
African Cemetery on River Road in Bethesda, MD and memorializing the people buried 
there.  It is led by two Maryland Green Party members. 

8. Review Bylaws, Especially Committee Structure and Requirements for 
Locals 

AGREED 10/26/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Tim Willard, Montgomery; Matt Hand, 
Membership 

We referred to the Bylaws Review and Rules Committee numerous bylaws that need review, 
either because they are outdated or because we cannot achieve compliance:  
 

• standing committees need to be streamlined - they are too numerous, and most 
require a representative from each local; and 

• requirements for local chapters to be recognized and maintain status needs to be 
reviewed - the definition of “active member” is too loose and left to each local, 
creating inequity; number of meetings and reporting requirements, numerous issues 
identified. 
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9. Purchase a Banner  

AGREED 10/26/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Nancy Wallace, Montgomery 
We agreed to purchase a banner for the MGP to use in protests, tabling, and other events. 
Guesstimated budget at least $250. Considerations include using a print shop that is local 
and unionized; materials that are eco-friendly. [Note: banner was not purchased.] 

10. Recall Bahram Zandi, MGP Delegate to the GPUS International Committee 

PASSED 11/15/21 (Loomio) 12 Yes, 0 No, 2 Abstain, 3 Not Voting. Submitted by Mary Rooker, 
Co-Chair, 11/08/21 

On Oct. 18, 2021, the MGP received an email from Ahmed Eltouny asking us  to recall MGP 
to the GPUS International Committee (IC) Delegate Bahram Zandi on behalf of  14 IC signers. 
He presented further information at our Oct. 26, 2021 regular CC meeting. We agreed to 
review the complaints and scheduled a hearing via Zoom Nov. 6, 2021. It was attended by 
Ahmed Eltouny, Bahram Zandi, and Richard Ochs, the other MGP delegate to the IC who 
asked to be present in support of Zandi. Although additional concerns were raised about 
Zandi’s actions, the primary reasons we agreed to recall Bahram Zandi is that we found he 
failed to represent the IC while serving as GPUS Representative to FPVA (Federación de los 
Partidos Verdes de las Américas) in two instances:  

1. when he voted against the Argentina motion that the IC had instructed him to 
support; and, 

2. when he refused to sign onto a letter that the IC voted to sign on to, even after the IC 
had the opportunity to assess the amendments. 

Further, he seriously neglected his duties as co-chair by failing to report out within the 3-day 
deadline a complaint filed by members of the IC. This failure constitutes a gross abuse of 
power. 

11. Run a Gubernatorial Candidate in 2022 to Maintain Ballot Access 

AGREED 11/23/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Tim Willard, Montgomery 

We will likely lose ballot access Dec. 31, 2022. We should consider running a gubernatorial 
candidate and, absent that, should aim for access to the 2024 and 2026 elections. Each 
petition drive gives two election cycles; if we submit petitions at the end of 2022, we’d only 
have access for 2022 and 2024. Submitting petitions in 2023 or 2024 ensures access in the 
2024 and 2026 elections. 

 

12. Confirm Dick Ochs as MGP Delegate on the International Committee 

PASSED 11/27/21 (Loomio): 12 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstain, 3 Not Voting; Submitted by Vince Tola, 
Baltimore City, 11/24/21 

Questions emerged over whether Dick Ochs was ever reconfirmed by the Maryland Green 
Party Coordinating Council to the GPUS International Committee. The CC reconfirmed a 
number of GPUS delegates at its 8/26/2020 meeting. A review of the Zoom recording of that 
meeting showed that the CC attempted to recall from memory the names of all of the MGP 
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members currently serving on GPUS committees and reconfirm them to their posts. 
Whether by accident or intent, the CC did not mention the name of "Richard Ochs" (aka Dick 
Ochs). The MGP CC discussed this at its 11/23/21 meeting via Zoom. At that meeting, there 
was unanimous consent from the delegates present (and quorum was reached) that the 
MGP should confirm Dick Ochs as an MGP delegate to the GPUS International Committee 
through the remainder of the current term, which ends in August 2022. 

 

13. Donate $250 to Jill Stein 

AGREED, 12/28/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Nancy Wallace, Montgomery 
The Federal Election Commission is trying to force Jill Stein to repay $175,000 in public 
matching funding we spent to get on the ballot - more than 5 years after the end of the 2016 
election. Stein has issued an email appeal to Greens; we responded with an MGP donation 
of $250. 

 

14. Purchase Voter Registration Lists Quarterly 

AGREED, 12/28/21 (Meeting) Arose from discussion 
The MGP agreed to purchase (for $125) the new voter registration list from the State Board 
of Elections (SBE) quarterly. One person has been buying them and has a script that cleans 
up the lists, but the MGP should be paying for them. SBE requires that their files not be 
stored except in a secured location; SBE allows google drive documents but not Excel files on 
a personal laptop. 

15. Allow GPUS Delegate to Vote Their Conscience on Covid Statement 
AGREED, 12/28/21 (Meeting) Submitted by Richard Ochs, MGP Delegate to the GPUS 
International Committee 
The GPUS International Committee (IC) is voting whether to endorse the GPUS Steering 
Committee’s (SC) covid statement.  We don’t have a position on the mandates and we do 
support most of the SC statement. No one supported universal mandates for everyone; 
many support limited mandates, and at least one supports no mandates. We agreed that we 
can disagree on the mandates without wading into the debate. We agreed to issue no 
statement on the GPUS Steering Committee’s covid statement. We shared this discussion 
with our International Committee delegate, Dick Ochs, so he can reach his own decision on 
the pending IC vote rather than issue an MGP directive on how to vote. 

16. Endorse Coalition Effort Favoring Electronic Petitioning 
AGREED, 01/25/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Tim Willard, Montgomery 
We agreed to sign on to the Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition (BACC) letter expressing 
support for the State Board of Elections (SBE) to reinstate electronic petitioning due to 
covid-19 concerns. The issue is on the agenda for the  SBE’s upcoming Jan. 27 meeting. 
[Note: BACC is already an MGP-endorsed partner.] 

17. Appoint De’Narde English to the GPUS Peace Action Committee 
AGREED, 01/25/22 (Meeting)  Submitted by De’Narde English, Pasadena-Anne Arundel 
De’Narde English has expressed interest in serving as a Maryland Green Party delegate to 
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the national Green Party’s Peace Action Committee (GPAX). [Note: De’Narde is our second 
delegate to GPAX; Matt Hand currently also serves.] 

18. Create Ad Hoc Working Group to Facilitate Our 2022 Primary 
AGREED, 01/25/22 (Meeting)  Submitted by Tim Willard, Montgomery 
We approved an ad hoc working group, composed of any interested MGP persons, to work 
on the primary required by the new bylaws amendment passed in June 2021.  

19. Issue No Challenge on Congressional Redistricting 
AGREED 01/25/22 (Meeting) Arose from discussion 
We reaffirmed our decision at our December CC meeting not to challenge the redistricting 
issue for congressional districts. 

20. Make Loomio Votes Public 
AGREED, 01/25/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Andy Ellis, Baltimore City 
In the interest of openness and transparency, we agreed to make Loomio public. This allows 
members to be able to follow votes on their own without needing information to be 
forwarded by delegates. We recently switched from a Loomio account paid by one individual 
to one paid for by the MGP, and this setting was unintentionally not transferred to the new 
account. 

21. Start a $500 Scholarship Fund 
AGREED, 02/22/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Steve Wollett, Allegany) 
A $500 scholarship fund was approved unanimously, with a new ad hoc group to meet  to 
work out details, such as whether just high school or college, get a legal opinion with the 
party treasurer on how to do scholarships from party funds. The fund will open with a 
donation from Delegate Wollett. We pick a county and ask high school students there to 
write an essay on a subject of our choosing (he prefers the Ninth Amendment to the US 
Constitution).  

22. Create a Separate MGP CC Discussion Listserv 

Agreed, 03/22/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Robb Tufts, Anne Arundel 
We agreed to create a separate announcement list where people can post items not directly 
related to CC business. Purpose is to ensure that the CC listserv stays on topic with only old 
business, new business (e.g. locals submitting a proposal), and anything *directly* related to 
our work at the state level (e.g. updates on coalitions we are a part of, updates on 
committee work, etc). Separate lists will make it easier for delegates and officers to avoid 
missing critical emails that can get lost in listserv traffic. The listserv would need to be 
moderated to ensure that non-business items were moved to the non-business list. [Robb 
Tufts later volunteered to moderate; Mary Rooker agreed to help if needed.] 

 

23. Approve Voting Procedure for 2022 MGP Officer Elections 

PASSED 4/12/2022 (Loomio): 11 Yes, 1 No, 0 Abstain, 2 Not Voting; Submitted by Mary 
Rooker 
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Bylaws require that the voting procedure to be used in Maryland Green Party officer 
elections be posted 60 days in advance of the close of voting. Because voting in 2022 closes 
June 12, the date for posting this voting procedure was April 13. Once approved, these 
procedures were posted to the MGP website and the membership was also notified directly 
through email. 

24. Hire Part-Time Social Media Person 

AGREED 04/26/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Tim Willard, Montgomery and Andy Ellis, 
Baltimore City 
We agreed to hire a part-time person to manage our social media posts for $150/monthly 
stipend ($15/hour for about 10 hours/month). No one is currently managing our social 
media. 

25. Appoint Tim Willard as Interim Treasurer 
AGREED 05/24/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Tim Willard, Montgomery 
MGP officer nominations closed May 20, and no one was nominated nor volunteered to run 
for Treasurer. Treasurer is a legally required position, so we agreed to have Tim Willard serve 

as interim treasurer from June 12 until the second (July) election. 

26. Set Up Group to Review Digital Assets Management 
AGREED, 05/24/22 (Meeting) Submitted by Robb Tufts, Anne Arundel 
We agreed to an Inventory Group to start the digital assets management process. Examples 
of items to address include policies and rules for password management, including 
inventory, who has access, setting up office-specific email addresses (eg, 
mgpcochairs@gmail.com). Also ensure updates to FaceBook page and other social media.  
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