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March 30, 2022 

 

Dear Representative: 

 

 Despite the Massachusetts State House reopening after 714 days of being closed to the 

public, the House budget process seems to be leaving the public in the dark more than ever. As a 

good government watchdog organization, Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance is now concerned that 

while the doors to the building may have finally been reopened, lawmaker’s minds might still be 

closed to public input.   

 

According to the State House News Service, the House Ways and Means Committee is 

drafting its budget plan and “lawmakers are only giving the general public an opportunity to 

weigh in throughout next week. Unlike in-person hearings of previous cycles that enabled people 

to directly address lawmakers, or even the internet hearings that facilitated virtual interactions, 

lawmakers are only accepting written testimony this year.” This is a big change from previous 

years, when the public could listen in or provide testimony in person, or in a live online format.  

 

With the unprecedented amount of federal funds originating from tax dollars flowing in, 

and record-breaking amounts in over collections from state taxpayers, there is no better time to 

welcome the public’s input and discussion on how House leadership should prioritize spending 

in the midst of this influx of funds. Speaker Ron Mariano and his House leadership should use 

this once in a generation opportunity to welcome increased access to citizen input, not restrict it. 

 

Just last week, several House and Senate lawmakers held a press conference in support of 

giving back a portion of the surplus money in the form of a state gas tax holiday. While the 

measure failed, a bi-partisan group of senators voted in favor of the idea. There was a lively and 

public debate on how to use a small portion of the state’s influx in order to help Massachusetts 

motorists. This type of public debate should be welcomed, not restricted. By only accepting 

written testimony, House leadership is further restricting good ideas like this from being heard. 

 

The taxpayers deserve transparency, a chance to be heard and to hear public input from 

their peers. Lawmakers should consider the opinions of all when deciding how to spend the 

taxpayer dollars and do so in an open public forum. For nearly two years during the uncertainty 

of the pandemic, taxpayers have been asked to continue to pay taxes and lawmakers should feel 

obligated to prioritize open discussion on how they want their money spent during this budget 

process period.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laurie Belsito 

Policy Director 

  


