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The indigenous population of Canada 
is extremely diversified. It accounts 
for about 5% of Canada’s population 
and comprises First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis. There are more than 600 
First Nations communities dispersed 
across the country. More than half of 
First Nations Canadians don’t live on 
reserves.

Indigenous issues are also very com-
plex. Some communities are pros-
perous, others much poorer than the 
Canadian average. Many suffer from 
critical social issues, including home-
lessness, crime, domestic violence, 
substance abuse and suicide. Many 
don’t have the basic services that we 
take for granted such as access to 
clean water. There are other major 
issues to address regarding treaty ne-
gotiations, housing, property rights on 
reserves, residential schools, etc.

It is not possible to address more than 
a few of these issues in the context of 
this platform. Here is what a People’s 
Party government would prioritize on 
the basis of its four key principles.

INDIGENOUS 
ISSUES

A New Relationship 
Based on Mutual Respect



RESPECT

Many injustices were committed in the past 
by the Canadian government towards in-
digenous peoples, some of which are still on-
going. We cannot rewrite the past, but only 
seek the best way to live together harmoni-
ously in the future. This relationship must be 
based on mutual respect and a balanced 
approach taking into account the needs of 
the indigenous population and the interests 
of the Canadian population as a whole.

• A People’s Party government is com-
mitted to seeking options to replace 
the paternalistic Indian Act, which 
keeps indigenous peoples in a state 
of dependency and allows the federal 
government to control most aspects 
of their lives, with a new legal frame-
work that guarantees equal rights and 
responsibilities to indigenous people as 
Canadians, and promotes the self-reli-
ance of communities.

• A People’s Party government will re-
spect our Constitution and treaties. It 
will reaffirm the federal government’s 
power to approve natural resources and 
infrastructure projects, after adequate 
consultations with affected indigenous 
groups, and in partnership with them 
to ensure they can benefit from these 
economic opportunities.

FREEDOM

The lack of real private property on re-
serves is in part responsible for the poor 
state of housing and the social ills that 
derive from it, and is one of the greatest 
impediments to economic development.

• A People’s Party government will ex-
plore further avenues to promote the 

establishment of individual property 
rights on reserves so as to empower its 
residents, and give them increased con-
trol over their lives.

FAIRNESS

Fairness demands that all Canadians bene-
fit from roughly equivalent services wher-
ever they live. It’s unacceptable that some 
indigenous communities live in conditions 
that resemble those of third world coun-
tries. But the current model to solve these 
problems is based on top-down bureau-
cratic solutions imposed by Ottawa on 
dependent communities with no voice in 
the process.

• A People’s Party government will ensure 
that indigenous communities take more 
ownership of the services they receive 
in partnership with Ottawa and other 
levels of government.

RESPONSIBILITY

Although federal spending on Indigenous 
programs has gone up from $11.4 billion 
when the Liberals were elected in 2015 to 
about $27 billion in 2022-23, there is little 
evidence that living conditions have been 
improving in indigenous communities. The 
federal government and indigenous ad-
ministrations have a responsibility to en-
sure that taxpayers’ money is well spent.

• A People’s Party government will re-
view federal spending to ensure that 
programs are better targeted to benefit 
the indigenous population, in particular 
the communities that have the greatest 
needs.
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