March 24, 2026

The Honorable Dave Cortese, Chair
Senate Transportation Committee
State Capitol, Room 405
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for SB 1250 — Wildlife Connectivity in California Transportation Planning
Dear Senator Cortese:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we write in strong support of SB 1250, which
integrates wildlife connectivity into California’s transportation planning by making it a core
performance objective of the Department of Transportation's (Caltrans) State Highway
Asset Management System and embedding measurable targets in the Transportation Asset
Management Plan (TAMP).

Wildlife crossings are not being planned for and implemented at a sufficient level because
they are not treated as core transportation infrastructure. Caltrans does not formally
integrate wildlife connectivity into its asset management system, so crossings are often
handled as stand-alone conservation projects instead of being built alongside routine
highway upgrades.

California’s roads fragment habitat and create dangerous conditions for people and
wildlife, with wildlife-vehicle collisions costing Californians more than $200 million
annually and posing serious safety risks. Integrating connectivity into routine planning
allows crossings and fencing to be designed and built alongside scheduled State Highway
System (SHS) upgrades—making projects safer, more efficient, and a better use of public
dollars.

SB 1250 addresses long-recognized gaps by: (1) establishing wildlife connectivity as a
formal performance objective within the asset management system; (2) requiring clear
connectivity targets in the TAMP; and (3) clarifying a collaborative, transparent process for
public input and interagency coordination to develop Caltrans’ inventory of connectivity
needs.

This reform arrives at an especially important moment. The California Fish and Game
Commission has just voted to list southern California and Central Coast mountain lions as
threatened under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). That decision cites
habitat fragmentation, roadway barriers, and genetic isolation as key threats. Like
mountain lions, many other species, including desert tortoise, bighorn sheep, and San



Joaquin kit fox, are similarly at risk. Aligning transportation planning with these protections

is both timely and necessary to support species recovery.

Beyond the immediate safety benefits, connectivity is essential to prevent genetic isolation

and inbreeding documented in several California mountain lion populations. Strategic
crossings, underpasses, and continuous fencing help keep wildlife moving through
habitat—reducing the likelihood that animals end up on highways or trapped in

neighborhoods.

We appreciate Caltrans’ ongoing efforts, including its implementation of the Wildlife
Connectivity Program and district-level collaborations, and view SB 1250 as providing
support to the work Caltrans is already doing while presenting a clear statewide mandate

and performance framework needed to scale those efforts consistently and efficiently.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge your support of the bill when it is heard in the

Senate Transportation Committee.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Pardi
Director of External Affairs
The Nature Conservancy

Mahlon Dormon
350 Bay Area Action Transportation Team
350 Bay Area Action

Katie McCammon
Co-Executive Director
350 Sacramento

David Diaz
Executive Director
Active San Gabriel Valley

Marilyn Harvey
CEO
Alameda County Resource Conservation District

CarlaMena
Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs
Los Padres ForestWatch

Rebecca Schwartz Lesberg
Executive Director
Marin Conservation League

Ana M. Ruiz
General Manager
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District

Arch McCulloch
Director
Morongo Basin Conservation Association

Nick Joslin
Policy and Advocacy Director
Mount Shasta Bioregional Ecology Center



Thomas Gardali
CEO
All Hands Ecology

Barbara Brydolf

President

Alta Peak Chapter, California Native Plant
Society

Elena DelLacy
Executive Director
American River Conservancy

Cecilia Estolano
President and CEO
Better World Group

Kim Kolpin
Executive Director
Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Sendy Hernandez Orellana Barrows
CoFounder & Volunteer Board President
CactusToCloud Institute

Arch McCulloch
President

California Native Plant Society, Mojave Desert

Chapter

André Sanchez

Community Engagement & Conservation Policy

Manager
CalWild

Elizabeth Reid-Wainscoat
Urban Wildlands Policy Specialist
Center for Biological Diversity

Sarah Erlich
Attorney and Policy Advisor
Center for Environmental Health

Beth Pratt
California Regional Executive Director
National Wildlife Federation

Bettina Rosmarino
Land Acquisition Director
Oswit Land Trust

Tanya Diamond
Co-Principal: Wildlife Ecologist-GIS Analyst
Pathways for Wildlife

Matthew Baker
Policy Director
Planning and Conservation League

Elizabeth Ramsey
Executive Director
Plumas Audubon Society

Iman Sylvain, Ph.D.
Western Regional Director
Rails to Trails Conservancy

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Julianna Tetlow
Sr. Director of Government Relations
San Diego Humane Society/Project Wildlife

Robert M. Gould, MD

President

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Jennifer Scarlett, DVM

CEO

San Francisco Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals



Daniel O'Connell
Executive Director
Central Valley Partnership

Suzanne Hume
Educational Director & Founder
CleanEarth4Kids.org

Janet Cox
CEO
Climate Action California

Lesley Beatty
Director
ClimatePlan

Kristen Northrop
Policy Advocate
Coastal Environmental Rights Foundation

Rebecca Schwartz Lesberg
President
Coastal Policy Solutions

Jose Francisco Manzo
Conservation Program Lead
COFEM ( Consejo de Federaciones Mexicanas

Lisa Morgan
Project Manager
El Dorado County Transportation Commission

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League

Josefina Barrantes

30x30 Coordinator / Del Norte Advocate
EPIC (Environmental Protection Information
Center)

Chris Roberts
Transportation Team co-lead
SanDiego350

Edmund Sullivan
Executive Officer
Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency

Andrea Mackenzie
General Manager
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority

Juan Pablo Galvan Martinez
Senior Land Use Manager
Save Mount Diablo

Adam Livingston
Director of Planning and Policy
Sequoia Riverlands Trust

Paul Vienneau
Executive Director
Shasta Land Trust

Jenny Hatch
Executive Director
Sierra Nevada Alliance

Erica Harris
Co-Executive Director
Siskiyou Land Trust

Richard Dale
Executive Director
Sonoma Ecology Center

Eamon O’Byrne
Executive Director
Sonoma Land Trust


http://cleanearth4kids.org/

Laura Hunter
Board Member
Escondido Neighbors United

Jim Lindburg
Legislative Consultant

Friends Committee on Legislation of California

Michael Wellborn
President of the Board

Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks

Ron Logan
Board President
Friends of Plumas Wilderness

Karin Zirk, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Friends of Rose Creek

Suzie Fortner
Executive Director
Friends of the Dunes

Wendy Schneider
Executive Director
Friends of the Inyo

Alice Kaufman
Policy and Advocacy Director
Green Foothills

Jordan Grimes
Legislative Director
Greenbelt Alliance

Pedro Hernandez
California State Program Director
GreenLatinos

Norm Grossman
President
Laguna Greenbelt, Inc.

Aaron Zettler-Mann
Executive Director
South Yuba River Citizens League

David Martinez
State Policy Manager
Streets For All

Maria Mircheva
Executive Director
Sugar Pine Foundation

Ellie Cohen
Chief Executive Officer
The Climate Center

Chuck Mills
Senior Policy & Grants Administrator
TreePeople

Mari Galloway
California Program Director
Wildlands Network

Neal Sharma
Director, California Wildlife Program
Wildlife Conservation Network

Timothy Oey
Executive Director
ZeroW.org

Jenny Berg
California State Director
Humane World for Animals

Sam Trezona
Wildlife Campaign Associate
Environment California

Elizabeth Lambe
Executive Director
Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust


http://zerow.org/
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