
 
 

UPDATE: JOSHUA TREE CESA PROTECTIONS CALIFORNIA FISH & GAME MEETING JUNE 

15/16, 2022 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
 
We attended the Fish and Game hearings in LA this week. The goal of the meeting was to 
determine if Western Joshua Trees warrant permanent "Threatened" status protections under 
the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). Western Joshua Trees currently have "Candidate" 
status under CESA, which provides them with full CESA protections, temporarily). 
 
There was a tremendous public response in support of protecting the Joshua Trees! There were 
over 250 call-in participants - most of whom left a public comment in support of protections! 
There was also a sizable turn out by local municipalities, developers and Big Solar interests - 
claiming that protecting the species would "halt all development in the region", "increase 
commute times" and "prevent low income families from home ownership". 
 
The State's recommendation was that the Western Joshua Trees DID NOT warrant permanent 
protections under CESA. Their "study" was rejected by 4 of the 5 peer reviewers (all from the 
scientific community) - making the "Study" suspect from the beginning. As a result, some of the 
committee members requested to pick a "new" set of "peer" reviewers - a request that is 
unheard of in the scientific community. Their request was rejected. 
 
There was intense pressure to keep the temporary CESA protections in place, since, as one 
committee member stated - "It would be open season on Joshua Trees if protections are 
dropped.". A true statement indeed! 
 
The final vote was a draw - 2:2 - so for now, the Joshua Trees remain protected. Stay Tuned! 



I want to personally thank everyone who came to the meeting and those who called in as well! 
You made a difference! 
 
Subscribe to stay informed!   
  
Recorded Video of Fish & Game Meeting 
JUNE 15: Public Comments (Lots of them!) Joshua Tree Topic starts at 3:07:44 and goes for 5 
hours. 
https://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=CFG... 
 

June 16: Fish & Game discussion and Vote (Final Vote 2:2) Joshua Tree Topic starts at the 
beginning and goes for about 2.5 hours 
https://cal-span.org/unipage/?site=cal-span&owner=CFG... 

 
 

https://www.protectthejoshuatrees.com/?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=62ac04876b826b3930eb9660&ss_email_id=62ac0a8c25e1123d3b2c7260&ss_campaign_name=Joshua+Tree+CESA+Protections+remain+%28Temporarily%29+&ss_campaign_sent_date=2022-06-17T05%253
https://mgcp01.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=62ac0a8c25e1123d3b2c7260&u=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcal-span.org%252Funipage%252F%253Fsite%253Dcal-span%2526owner%253DCFG%2526date%253D2022-06-15%2526mode%253Dlarge%2526fbclid%253DIwAR1SUfbu_m56wSQBMYGQVsZYwJu1Jj_qYZIdKVso6HT7kGMp4dGQe4Np0s4%26h%3DAT0JYkeqG4vsojhPWhF7glLENscTSM3uJhxZPXxYMDUwbef6pIesnI7ai4P1au4FoA7jO1M2eNU6zDFqOxXLXBBMpidrJDs2qYlcI-FmMVHF7ow3BnwdyRHNJAvbI9jksBcX4f5NMd6DUI3X31eGCfM%26__tn__%3DR%5D-R%26c%5B0%5D%3DAT3B7PB4qNCEFoFRyHpm7__Gqug52tb4nvOgly6JgxhSoWai-Ex5aG_OfbcJDFmPmDBG5DNlI7iNr4dL6DlnqjlHeyV4bBe2X2_1ATd3oGKdOowuzjhOb9qqPDipNPFm63zvDKFWTcyt5njUAXOM9A2fordwB18TA0UIhSup0y4bUfBe&w=62660b6067bd310090b6c7a2&l=en-US&s=_IbfmjKQMmDH9ZIfDGHlsv62wdg%3D
https://mgcp01.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=62ac0a8c25e1123d3b2c7260&u=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcal-span.org%252Funipage%252F%253Fsite%253Dcal-span%2526owner%253DCFG%2526date%253D2022-06-16%2526mode%253Dlarge%2526fbclid%253DIwAR286WNc7pfWtLXOtYAVJbUFMmTKf93q3CoZolBQwpioAxgD0x6wacJ_F2A%26h%3DAT1qyZt5OQJHTW5H6M70JuIgyJL9sm0o4spW22EHCaZcN-WHib_yUNvJmIifACs13vAy5KUW2NsaVo9sHs1KbK_8pUqkMMLTNfscZY-t7GS7Vagp-nCKwf_EQRPqlUz3XmmBREqsxKF8RpGdqIGY0S0%26__tn__%3DR%5D-R%26c%5B0%5D%3DAT3B7PB4qNCEFoFRyHpm7__Gqug52tb4nvOgly6JgxhSoWai-Ex5aG_OfbcJDFmPmDBG5DNlI7iNr4dL6DlnqjlHeyV4bBe2X2_1ATd3oGKdOowuzjhOb9qqPDipNPFm63zvDKFWTcyt5njUAXOM9A2fordwB18TA0UIhSup0y4bUfBe&w=62660b6067bd310090b6c7a2&l=en-US&s=dV_TXeoHGCmzjiVda1XdW3xmYj0%3D

